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Mission Statement: 
 

As the body of Christ, 
fed and nourished 

through worship, we 
are called to serve all 

people, through the use 
of our gifts to proclaim 
God’s justice, mercy 

and love. 
 

Our Vision: Striving to 
Thrive with Vitality! 

 
 

On this twenty-second day of  December, I would like to tell you all the 

story of  an empty stocking…  

“Once upon a midnight clear, there was a child’s cry; a blazing star hung 

over a stable; and wise men came with birthday gifts.   

We haven’t forgotten that night down the centuries.  We celebrate it with 

stars on Christmas trees, the sound of  bells, and with gifts- but especially 

with gifts.  You give me a book; I give you a tie.  Aunt Martha has always 

wanted an orange squeezer, and Uncle Henry could use a new pipe.   

Oh, we forget nobody- adult or child.  All of  the stockings are filled.  All, 

that is, except one, and we have even forgotten to hang it up- the stocking 

for the child born in a manger.  It is his birthday we are celebrating-don’t 

let us ever forget that.   

Let us ask ourselves what he would wish for most, and then let each put in 

their share: loving-kindness, warm hearts, and a stretched-out hand of  

tolerance- all of  the shining gifts that make peace on earth.”   

This brief  sermon was given at the conclusion of  one of  my favorite 

Christmas movies, “The Bishop’s Wife.”  This message, which aired in 

1947, has been given numerous times in many various forms, I’m sure.  It 

is important to remember, however, that this message reigns ever so true 

today, despite its simplicity.  In this very year among all the things going on 

in our world, we must remember the child in the manger, and what he 

would want for us to give him loving-kindness, warm hearts, and a 

stretched-out hand of  tolerance- all of  the shining gifts that make peace on 

earth.  

 Congregation and friends of  Emmanuel Lutheran Church, I wish you all 

the best of  Christmas, and all of  the blessings of  the New Year.  Thank 

you for all that you have done for me.   

Blessings, John M. Lineberger 

Director of  Music 
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Sunday, December 26 
 

On the first Sunday of  Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the 
boy Jesus, both in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature 
and in favor with God and humankind.  We too have returned to 
the house of  God “to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God,” who has gifted us with a savior.  As the festival continues, 
“let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts.”  It is Christmas, still.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to everyone who has 
contributed to our FOOD PANTRY and who continue to 
support this special project!!   
 
Your help and contributions have been greatly appreciated! No 
one really will know the full extent of  how many lives this 
endeavor touched! 
 
Again, thank you and God Bless! 
 
Julie Leonhardt 
Outreach Ministry 

Monday, December 27 - in observance of  Christmas Day 
January 3 - in observance of  New Years Day 
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Day After Christmas 

 
The pastor was looking over the manger the day after Christmas when 
he noticed that the baby Jesus was missing. He went outside and saw a 
little boy pulling a new red wagon. In the wagon was Jesus. 
 
He walked up to the boy and said, "Hi, there. Where 
did you get the baby Jesus?" 
 
The boy answered honestly, "In the church." 
 
"Why did you take him?" the pastor asked. 
 
"Well," said the boy, "I prayed to the Lord Jesus and asked him for a 
wagon for Christmas. I told Him that if He gave me one, I'd take Him 
for a ride in it." 
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Which of the following may not be a Christmas carol? 
 

A.  Hark! The Herald Angels Come 
B.  It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
C.  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
D.  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
E.  Silent Night, Holy Night 

Answer: D – According to our ELW Hymnal, it is an 
Advent Carol (No 257).  
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Ministry in Action -  December / January 
  

December 24 December 26 January 2 January 9 

Greeters 

Leon Harmon, Carole 
Lake, Heather Lackey, 

Randy and Sue  
Zimtbaum 

 

Heather Lackey 
Jan Huitt 

Jody Rhyne 
Ann Rhyne 

To be Determined 

Lector Ben Robinson 

Beth Collins,  
Jennifer Little, Steve 

Lounsbury, Lydia 
Humphries 

Chuck Yoder David Bynum 

Videographer 
Jadon Rhyne 

Ashley Peaslee 
Jadon Rhyne 

Ashley Peaslee 
Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers John Lineberger Available Available Available 

Acolyte 
 

Jennifer Huskey    

Crucifer Zachary Zagorski    

Bible Bearer Matt Heavner    

Torch Bearers 
Mary Ellen Bridges 
Nicholas Heavner 

   

Monthly Duties December 2021 

Councilperson Steve Lounsbury      

Altar Guild Beth Collins Cyprus Collins Sue Zimtbaum  

Ushers 
Steve Lounsbury 

(Captain) 
Leon Harmon 
Jody Rhyne 

Ben Robinson 
Keith Saine 

 

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter) that are 
designated for ministries or projects beyond the 

congregation.  The Christmas Offering this year is 
designated to Christian Ministry Fund to help with 

power, rent and water bills.  If  you would like to 
contribute, you may use your regular offering envelope, 

writing “Christmas 2021” on the other line.   
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
First Sunday of  Christmas 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: Luke 2:41-52 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  In this lesson we jump twelve years in just two short 
days.  We move from the Nativity with Jesus the infant on Christmas 
Eve to Jesus the lost twelve-year-old in the temple.  Nothing is 
recorded in the Bible about Jesus from his birth to this story.  How do 
you picture Jesus in his adolescent years?  Was he well behaved?  
Precocious?  Outgoing and loud?  Quiet and reserved?  Who was this 
Jesus that was the Son of  God?  We know that it was his family’s 
custom to go to Jerusalem for the Festival of  Passover.  We know that 
it must have been a very large gathering and that they travelled by 
caravan with family and friends.  How else can you explain parents not 
knowing where their son was for an entire day?  Have you ever lost a 
child in a store, even for a second?  What was the emotion that ran 
through you?  

 
 It took a whole day to realize that Jesus was even missing.  And three 

more to actually find him.  Knowing his origin, what might you be 
thinking and feeling about losing Jesus?  Where was Jesus located?  
What was he doing?  How did Mary respond?  Do you hear Mary’s 
accusatory tone?  How did Jesus response resonate with you? What 
might Joseph have felt in that moment? 

 
 This is one of  those stories where the divinity and the humanity of  

Jesus rub hard against each other.  Jesus goes home with them and was 
obedient, while Mary ponders all these things in her heart.  How do 
you reconcile the divinity and the humanity of  Jesus?  Do the creeds 
help you make sense of  it?  If  so, how? 

 

Pray: O Lord, fully human, fully divine, you are the One who has the power 
to save.  You understand our human weakness, and yet, in your divinity 
you are the fulfillment of  the Father’s will.  Save us from ourselves, as 
the incarnation of  the Godhead revealed.  Amen 

 
Bless:     “_______, Jesus is your redemption.” 
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James 
Gantt, Chris Hance, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, 
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara 
O’Neill),  Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James 
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of 
Susan McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry 
(Brother of Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan 
Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend 
of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen 
Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch 

Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya 
Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson) 

 

The new Christ in Our Home for the 1st Quarter of  2022 are available. 
 
If  you would like to mail you a copy, please call the office at  
704-735-9033 or e-mail me at lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com 
 
These are available in the North Wing on the small table. 

All Council and Committee reports are due in the office by January 15th. 
 

The 2022 Yearbook will be available on the February 27th Congregational Meeting. 
 

Thank you in advance for getting this information to me early! 

Lincoln County Senior Game Competitors 
 

Congratulation to James Gantt and Margaret Christopher who participated in this year’s 
Senior Games. 
 
James placed first in the Basketball Shooting and second in Vocal Small Group. 
Margaret placed second in Vocal Small Groups. 
 
Great Job!! 
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Year End Offerings 
 

The church office must receive all contributions in the office by Wednesday 
December 29th no later than 12:00 pm in order for your account to get credit for 2021. 
 
Throughout this year all donations by members have been recorded in our online system 
and are shown on your individual statement of  giving.  The total listed at the top of  
your statement reflects the total for both tax deductible and non-tax deductible 
donations to the church.  Please confer with your tax preparer to confirm which 
donations qualify as tax deductible and which are not. 
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Intent Cards 
 

Thanks to everyone who has returned their stewardship intent cards.  If  you haven't 
returned your card, it can be placed in offering basket during worship, mailed or 
delivered to church office, or simply call or email church office with the information at  
704-735-9033 or lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com 

Statements thru 11/30/21 are available in the North Addition.  Please check on your 
way in to services for your envelope. 
 
All Statements were mailed December 13th.  If  you have 
questions or concerns please contact the church office. 

Corrected date 

When entering the North Wing for Sunday Services, please tell the Greeters your last 
name. 
 
This is an alphabetical list, and members do not always know your last name! 
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EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
PHONE: 704-735-9033 

 
 
 

 
Newsletter Content  

Contributors 

Bob Lake  
Ben Robinson  
Pastor Mike 
WELCA 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

December 14 the state website was reporting 16,319 total cases with 128 deaths 
 

As of December 21 the state website is reporting 16,585 cases and 131 deaths 
 

December 14- statewide hospitalizations - 1,575 

December 21 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,682 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  December 8 - 307 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  December 15 - 297 

Shelly Caffey  12/01 
Thomas Cline  12/05 
Johnnie Bynum  12/08 
Pat Mitchem  12/10 
Ann Brooks  12/11 
Kathy Cromer  12/13 
Ronnie Leonhardt 12/13 
Nancy McCoy  12/13 
Cameron Denton  12/14 
Mike Collins  12/15 
Robert Cloninger  12/16 
Lydia Humphries  12/17 
Sylvia Wallace  12/20 
Ella Denton  12/21 
Hayes Dunston  12/21 
Tommy Hannon  12/21 
Ruth Murphy  12/21 
Monica Michael  12/22 
David Bynum  12/25 
Jeff Cornwell  12/27 
George Boyd  12/28 
Steve Bassett  12/30 
Jennifer Huskey  12/31 
  

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


