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Highlights of December 14, 2021 Congregation Council Meeting











Numerous Angel Tree Gifts were donated by members. The youth also
purchased additional gifts at Walmart with the financial gifts received. The
toys were delivered to Christian Ministries on December 13, 2021. Many
thanks to all who contributed for this ministry.
Our November offerings exceeded our expenses by $13,743. Our 2021
year-to-date expenses through November have exceeded our offerings by
$21,634.
Our Fall Stewardship Appeal Brochure and Statement of Intent were
mailed to members on November 8th. To date we have had 42 intent cards
returned. If you have not returned your intent card, we highly encourage
you to complete and return it. Please give this stewardship appeal much
thought, prayer and discernment, remembering all the blessings we have
received from God. You may place it in the offering basket at church or
bring by the church office or mail directly to the church.
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Advent packages were delivered to church member families with children.
The Outreach Committee continues to work with Battleground Elementary
School to provide ministry and support to this Title One School (high
numbers of students from low-income homes). Emmanuel purchased girls
underwear that was requested by the school. They also delivered
doughnuts and “Christmas bombs” in baggies with stickers for the
teachers.
The Pantry at the Faith Building continues to be frequently used and
stocked regularly with food, personal care items and recently with a few
blankets, gloves and warm hats. Donations are appreciated very much.



There will be two Christmas Eve services at Emmanuel. The Christmas
Eve Family service is at 4:30 p.m. The Christmas Eve Candlelight service
begins with the prelude at 8:30 p.m. with the service starting at 9:00 p.m.
On Sunday, December 26th there will be a Lessons and Carols service with
Holy Communion.



It is anticipated that Sanctuary Glass and Furniture Company will begin
restoring our final four stained glass windows in our sanctuary beginning
late January or February 2022.
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Sunday, December 19
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday
of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the little town of Bethlehem
and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews
reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of
tension in which the church always lives as when in holy
communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

Continued from page 1


For Committee Chairs, year- end reports and a list of 2022 committee members are
due in the church office by January 15, 2022.



Council Members and Officers of the Congregation will be installed at the worship
service on January 9th.



The Girl Scouts will use Emmanuel’s parking lot for a cookie booth. It will be each
Saturday at noon till 2 p.m. from January 22 through March, 2022. It will not be held
in case parking is needed for a funeral or other unforeseen activity by the church.



Our Annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, February 27, 2022 at the
end of worship. Yearbooks will be distributed and members of the Nominating
Committee will be elected.
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Dear Emmanuel Family,
Thank you for your kind and generous Christmas gift. This was a
challenging year, as we continued to wrestle with the pandemic. It is
crazy to realize that this time last year we were totally online,
recording multiple services a week, and offering an in-person
outdoor service at Salem, as well. We have come a long way. It is
nice to be together in worship and singing again, even if it is with
masks. It was so good to be able to take the youth Angel Tree
shopping. Slowly, there is an element of normalcy, even within the madness.

God continues to be present with us and bless us. God continues to be faithful. And
because God is faithful, we too can live faithfully. So, thank you for what you are doing.
Thank you for carrying the torch. Thank you for caring for our staff: John, Shelly, and
Nancy. They are rock stars who day in and day out, week after week, put themselves out
there for the sake of the ministry we share.
And thank you for caring for me and my family, and sharing with me the love of God, in
real and concrete ways. Your faithfulness and support of the mission to which we have
been called is a true inspiration. Thank you for your love, your prayers, and your generosity.
I thank God for you.

Merry Christmas!
+Pastor Mike
Dear Emmanuel Family,
I also thank you for your kind and generous Christmas Gift.
I so love working here with all of you. This is the most wonderful, kind and
generous congregation.
I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and hope the New Year brings us all together.
Shelly Caffey
I also add my thanks and appreciation for my generous Christmas gift.
May all of you have a wonderful and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Nancy Truitt
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Ministry in Action - December / January
December 19

December 24

December 26

January 2

Greeters

John Cromer
Kathy Cromer

Leon Harmon
Elaine Harmon

Heather Lackey
Jan Huitt

Jody Rhyne
Ann Rhyne

Lector

Jennifer Huskey

Ben Robinson

Randy Zimtbaum

Chuck Yoder

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Available

John Lineberger

Available

Available

Acolyte

Jennifer Huskey

Crucifer

Zachary Zagorski

Bible Bearer

Matt Heavner

Torch Bearers

Mary Ellen Bridges
Nicholas Heavner

Monthly Duties December 2021
Councilperson

Steve Lounsbury

Altar Guild

Beth Collins

Cyprus Collins

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Leon Harmon
Jody Rhyne

Ben Robinson
Keith Saine

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter) that are
designated for ministries or projects beyond the
congregation. The Christmas Offering this year is
designated to Christian Ministry Fund to help with
power, rent and water bills. If you would like to
contribute, you may use your regular offering envelope,
writing “Christmas 2021” on the other line.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 1:46b - 55

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? In this beautiful song Mary sings the glory of the
Lord. But think about what you know of Mary. She was probably a
young teenager, unwed peasant girl. Yet, God chose to come to her
through an angel, speaking of the God-child she will bear. And
somehow this is good news? How would you take to this news, if it
happened to you? What might be the implications? How might we
hear this word differently, if your daughter came to you with this wild
tale? Or what if she was your fiancé. There are so many ways that this
could have gone, but for Mary they were words that caused her heart
to sing.
Look at how God is working to bring hope to the hopeless, scattering
the proud, casting down the mighty, filling the hungry, sending the rich
away empty, and coming to the aid of Israel and promising mercy.
God is turning the world upside down. How can this be good news
for those of us who live in one of the most affluent countries in the
world? What might life look like if we became part of the way in
which God was changing the world?

Pray:

God who causes our spirits to rejoice, put a song in our hearts to sing
of your glory. Call us forth to be instruments of your grace for the
sake of the world. Use us that your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Amen

Bless:

“_______, God calls you blessed.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James
Gantt, Christ Hance, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of
Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry
(Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan
Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend
of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen
Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch
Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya
Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson)

I want to thank all of you for participating in the Christian Ministry Angel Tree program
this year. I know it was short notice, but as usual our church family came together and
pulled it off.
Pastor Mike and some of the Youth Group were able to go to Walmart with the monetary
donations of $400.
Julie Leonhardt and Pastor Mike took all of the toys to Christian Ministries on Monday,
December 13th.
Once again, thank you, and have a Merry Christmas!
The Outreach Committee is requesting plastic coat hangers to be
taken over to Battleground Elementary School for their Coat
Closet.
Please drop by the office Monday thru Thursday from 8 to 1 pm
or you may bring to church on Sundays.

The new Christ in Our Home for the 1st Quarter of 2022 are available.
If you would like to mail you a copy, please call the office at
704-735-9033 or e-mail me at lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com
These are available in the North Wing on the small table.
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Intent Cards
Thanks to everyone who has returned their stewardship intent cards. If you haven't
returned your card, it can be placed in offering basket during worship, mailed or
delivered to church office, or simply call or email church office with the information at
704-735-9033 or lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com

Year End Offerings

Corrected date

The church office must receive all contributions in the office by Wednesday
December 29th no later than 12:00 pm in order for your account to get credit for 2021.
Throughout this year all donations by members have been recorded in our online system
and are shown on your individual statement of giving. The total listed at the top of
your statement reflects the total for both tax deductible and non-tax deductible
donations to the church. Please confer with your tax preparer to confirm which
donations qualify as tax deductible and which are not.
Statements thru 11/30/21 are available in the North Addition. Please check on your
way in to services for your envelope.
Any that have not been picked up will be mailed on
Monday, December 20th.

When entering the North Wing for Sunday Services, please tell the Greeters your last

name.

This is an alphabetical list, and members do not always know your last name!
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216 S Aspen St Lincolnton, NC 28092

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Shelly Caffey
Thomas Cline
Johnnie Bynum
Pat Mitchem
Ann Brooks
Kathy Cromer
Ronnie Leonhardt
Nancy McCoy
Cameron Denton
Mike Collins
Robert Cloninger
Lydia Humphries
Sylvia Wallace
Ella Denton
Hayes Dunston
Tommy Hannon
Ruth Murphy
Monica Michael
David Bynum
Jeff Cornwell
George Boyd
Steve Bassett
Jennifer Huskey

12/01
12/05
12/08
12/10
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/30
12/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
December 7 the state website was reporting 16,067 total cases with 125 deaths
As of December 14 the state website is reporting 16,319 cases and 128 deaths
December 7- statewide hospitalizations - 1,376
December 14 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,575

Lincoln County Active Cases as of December 1 - 268
Lincoln County Active Cases as of December 8 - 307
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

