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Stewardship Season
It’s not recognized as liturgical, but it’s here in most of our congregations nevertheless:
Stewardship Season. It usually coincides with another important but less visible season:
Budget Time. For many, neither is among the more enjoyable or inspiring periods of our
church year.
As a young pastor, I loathed that season, in part because of people’s pushback. “That’s all
the church cares about—the Almighty Dollar!” “Do we have to talk about money ALL the
time?” “Yeah, sure, that little preacher wants us to give more to the church because he
thinks he needs and deserves a raise. Well, somebody should tell him, in the REAL
world….” “Preacher, we really like you, but people are starting to complain. We’re not
used to hearing about money from the pulpit!”
Mark’s Gospel of late repeatedly reminds us that servanthood is what makes us great. How
does that apply to our money? Well, money itself has no intrinsic value. It’s only as good
as that for which it can be exchanged. What if we thought about money—and time and
talent—as stored servanthood? What if we looked at our checkbook registers and credit
card statements and online banking and asked, “How am I releasing what is entrusted to me
as a follower and servant of Christ?” Or not, as the case may be?
Your congregation, the North Carolina Synod, the ELCA—the three expressions of this
church—all, like you, need money to operate so that they can release what you entrust to
them in our common missional service. Even the utility bills, the salaries, the lawn service,
and the property insurance serve that end. Just a few more thoughts to ponder:
1. Of all the sayings of Jesus, the top subject is “the kingdom of God,” but clearly in
second place is money. Jesus thought how we use it is an important gauge of our spiritual
health. When people complain that I’m talking about money, I tell them to take it up with
Jesus.
2. Whereas many charities—universities, worthy medical research, and helping
organizations, etc.—have an international donor base of hundreds of thousands if not
millions of people, only congregational members contribute to their congregation, and only
congregations support the synod, and only synods support the ELCA. That is to say, if we
don’t make it happen, it isn’t going to happen.
3. Money is neither good nor evil. It’s all about what we do (or don’t do) with it. Money
isn’t the root of all evil, but the love of money is. Stuff. The more we get, the more we
want.
If you find the church asking you to share your money offensive, consider this: almost
everything you do these days involves some sort of financial transaction. Your doctor or
your lawyer, your children’s teachers (private schools, or through taxes) require money for
their noble services. If you don’t pay, you can expect a threatening call from a collection
agency. Though the church is not a billing organization, some are
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Sunday, December 12
Christ’s presence in our midst in the wonder of the holy supper is
cause for singing. The nearness of the God in prayer, in every
circumstance, is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one “more
powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in hand, is good
news—and cause for exultation—for us who are being saved.
Great joy is the tone for the third Sunday of Advent.

appalled when we ask. Have you been appalled when you went to the grocery store and loaded your cart,
and the clerk had the nerve to ask you for money?
Your government (Caesar), your hairdresser, your financial adviser, your favorite restaurant, the
department store, the airlines, and the gas stations ALL will come after you, guns-blazing, if you avail
yourselves of their services and don’t pay. Your utility companies will all send you a bill each month.
The church won’t. You can make an appointment for counseling and pastoral conversation, you can
show up at worship each week, you can participate in numerous educational and artistic programs, and
you won’t get a bill. Your pastor and lay ministers will come to see you in the hospital, but you won’t get
a bill in the mail or online from them. We will baptize your babies, bury your parents, and go to great
lengths to make your place of worship beautiful and comfortable. We’ll also feed the hungry, uplift and
shelter the elderly, start new congregations, respond to disasters, and support the ministries of the larger
church. The synod will handle your call process, conflict, or even closing—even if you’ve sent nothing
our way in years! No bill for any of it! We just say, “The Gospel needs you. Will you help?
Sure, the church has bills to pay, like anyone else. With too little money, our mission and service are
diminished. But we won’t demand a ticket price to the sanctuary or to the altar. We just ask that you be
true to your need to give and support the work of God through the church in the world. It’s your
responsibility, ultimately, what you give or not. It’s our responsibility to ask you and to lift up the
opportunity to share. I’m asking you to share with your congregation and your congregation to support
financially the ministries for which we are stronger together than we are apart; namely, the synod and the
ELCA. We’ll be better off on every level when we share! As always, we’re grateful for your support.

Gratefully,

NC Synod Bishop
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Lincolnton High School
Christmas Choral Concert
Monday, December 13th at 7:30 PM
Lincolnton Middle School
Christmas Choral Concert
Monday, December 13th at 6:00 PM

Lincolnton High School will be performing their Christmas Choral Concert
at 7:30 PM on Monday December 13th in Emmanuel’s Sanctuary.
If you do not feel comfortable being here in person we will also be
streaming the concert on our Facebook page that will later be posted to
the Lincolnton High School Page.
Lincolnton Middle School will perform at 6:00 pm and the High School
performance will begin at 7:30 PM

Emmanuel Lutheran Live Nativity
Cancelled
Due to extenuating circumstances we have had to cancel the
2021 Live Nativity.
We would encourage all those who wish to enjoy a live Nativity, to
visit Cedar Grove Lutheran Church. They will be holding their
Drive Thru Dramatization of the Nativity of Our Lord this
weekend,
December 11th and 12th
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
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Cedar Grove Drive Thru Live Nativity
Saturday, December 11th
Sunday, December 12th
From 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM

Cedar Grove Lutheran Church
261 Cedar Grove Church Road
Vale, North Carolina
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Lincoln County Cultural Center Presents
The Nutcracker
Friday December 10th at 6:30 pm;
Saturday December 11th at 3 pm and at 6:30 pm
Sunday, December 12th at 3 pm

The bulk of the cast in the Lincoln County youth production of “The
Nutcracker” have been in the performance since they were little.
Many starting out in the roles of mice or bon bons and working
their way up to more advanced roles over the years. This year’s
Nutcracker, Jadon Rhyne, is not only brand new to the
production; he’s also new to ballet.
Tickets to this year’s production of “The Nutcracker” are available
both online and through the Lincoln Cultural Center. Almost 90 local
students of dance and a team supporting actors, crew and
choreographers take part in bringing this production to the stage
every year for more than a decade. There will be four performances:
Friday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 11 at 3 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
and Sunday, Dec. 12 at 3 p.m. To purchase tickets online,
visit www.eventbrite.com and search for the Lincoln Cultural Center.
The performance is at the James W. Warren Citizens Center is located
at 115 West Main Street in Lincolnton. Tickets are $10.
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Emmanuel Lutheran Candelight Service
Friday, December 24th
Prelude to begin at 8:30 PM
Service begins at 9:00 PM
A Family Christmas Eve Service will be held in the Sanctuary
at 4:30 PM
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Ministry in Action - December
December 12

December 19

December 24

December 26

Greeters

Milton Rice
Linda Rice

John Cromer
Kathy Cromer

Leon Harmon
Elaine Harmon

Heather Lackey
Jan Huitt

Lector

Meredith Shuford

Jennifer Huskey

Ben Robinson

Randy Zimtbaum

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Available

Available

John Lineberger

Available

Acolyte

Jennifer Huskey

Crucifer

Zachary Zagorski

Bible Bearer

Matt Heavner

Torch Bearers

Mary Ellen Bridges
Nicholas Heavner

Monthly Duties December 2021
Councilperson

Steve Lounsbury

Altar Guild

Beth Collins

Cyprus Collins

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Leon Harmon
Jody Rhyne

Ben Robinson
Keith Saine

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter) that are
designated for ministries or projects beyond the
congregation. The Christmas Offering this year is
designated to Christian Ministry Fund to help with
power, rent and water bills. If you would like to
contribute, you may use your regular offering envelope,
writing “Christmas 2021” on the other line.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Third Sunday of Advent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Philippians 4:4-7

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? Twice in this passage Paul encourages the Philippian
congregation to rejoice in the Lord always, even as Paul himself was in
prison as he wrote it. What does that say about news that Paul wants
to share with them? How would you feel if imprisoned for
proclaiming the good news of Jesus? When you think of rejoicing,
what vision is conjured up? In a world of retaliation and retribution,
Paul exhorts them to “Let your gentleness be known to everyone.”
What does gentleness look like? In a world like ours, does it feel like
weakness?
What things do you worry about? Why do we worry? Does your
worry lead to prayer, or to a sense of hopelessness? Do we really trust
God in the midst of our situations? Have you ever given your concern
over to God, only to hold on to a corner of it, not sure that God can
really handle it?
God’s peace is unlike the peace the world gives, isn’t it? Even in the
middle if things that we can’t comprehend, God offers us an inner
peace that connects us to that which is holy. God offers us himself.
I like the word rejoice. I look at it as a conjunction of two words, “re”
to do again, and “joy”. For me, to rejoice is to find joy again. When
we were young there was much that brought us joy, but as we get older
the ways of the world impact us and often our joy is lost. Yet, with
God, our joy can be restored in the hope we find in Christ, contrary to
what the world has to offer. It is that joy, joy in the Lord, that Paul is
calling the Philippians to. How might we live in that joy?

Pray:

God of rejoicing, you have given your people a different way to look at
the world, through eyes of faith. You have called us to live under your
gentle rule, and to live in your gentleness. Help us bring all of our
concerns and fears before you in prayer, that we might entrust you
with all that we are. Amen

Bless: “_______, God is your peace.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James
Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright,
Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer
Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen
(Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle,
Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson
(father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya Lawson),
Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson)

Christian Ministry Angel Tree
If you would like to participate in Christian Ministries Angel Trees this year they are due back to Christian
Ministries on December 13th.
Please drop off your unwrapped gifts by the church office Monday thru Thursday from 8 am until 1 pm or you
may bring to church on Sunday, December 12 th.
Listed below are some suggested items that they are in need of for different age groups. Please do not wrap the gifts!

Boys and Girls Ages 11-14
Sports – Softballs, Bats, Gloves and Soccer balls
Skateboard
Walkman type radios
The Youth Group will be
Make-up Kits
shopping on Sunday,
Watches
December 13th if you would
Board games
prefer to donate money. Just
Hand held battery-operated games
put Angel Tree on the other
Cosmetic Jewelry
line of your check
Lego Sets
Jewelry Boxes
Handbags
Curling Irons
Cameras
Hair Dryers and Hair Accessories
Fishing Gear
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Boys and Girls ages 6 months thru age 10
Tea Sets
Riding toys
Activity toys (birth & up)
Dolls – doll carriages and cradles
NO BARBIES
Remote cars
Action figures
Building blocks, Educational toys
Board Gams for younger and older children
Jigsaw Puzzles (24, 60, 100, 500, 1000 pieces)
Story Books
Coloring Books
Crayons, Markers Colored Pencils
Play Doh
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Intent Cards
Thanks to everyone who has returned their stewardship intent cards. If you haven't
returned your card, it can be placed in offering basket during worship, mailed or
delivered to church office, or simply call or email church office with the information at
704-735-9033 or lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com

Year End Offerings
The church office must receive all contributions in the office by Friday, December 31st
no later than 12:00 pm in order for your account to get credit for 2021.
Throughout this year all donations by members have been recorded in our online system
and are shown on your individual statement of giving. The total listed at the top of
your statement reflects the total for both tax deductible and non-tax deductible
donations to the church. Please confer with your tax preparer to confirm which
donations qualify as tax deductible and which are not.

There are several opportunities for you to place flowers in the
church in memory of or in honor of any loved ones or as a
special way of saying thank you to someone or wish someone a
Happy Birthday or Happy Anniversary.
The sign up sheet will be in the North Wing beginning Sunday,
December 12th and remain there until Sunday, January 2nd.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Shelly Caffey
Thomas Cline
Johnnie Bynum
Pat Mitchem
Ann Brooks
Kathy Cromer
Ronnie Leonhardt
Nancy McCoy
Cameron Denton
Mike Collins
Robert Cloninger
Lydia Humphries
Sylvia Wallace
Ella Denton
Hayes Dunston
Tommy Hannon
Ruth Murphy
Monica Michael
David Bynum
Jeff Cornwell
George Boyd
Steve Bassett
Jennifer Huskey

12/01
12/05
12/08
12/10
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/30
12/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
November 30 the state website was reporting 15,796 total cases with 124 deaths
As of December 7 the state website is reporting 16,067 cases and 125 deaths
November 30 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,131
December 7 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,376

Lincoln County Active Cases as of November 17 - 198
Lincoln County Active Cases as of December 1 - 268
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

