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Why ADVENT? 
 

I don’t know why I am so ardent about Advent, but I am.  Some 
congregations have dubbed me the “Blue Grinch.” You see, I wasn’t raised 
with an Advent tradition.  We didn’t practice Advent at home when I was a 
kid.  We didn’t have Advent wreaths or Yule logs that counted down the days.  
We didn’t read devotions at meal time in anticipation of  the Christmas story.  
And for some reason we never put up the Christmas tree before my birthday 
on December 15th, sometimes we waited until Christmas Eve day.  (Maybe 
we could get a better deal on leftover trees, I don’t know).  I really didn’t even 
like waiting much.  I was the one who tried to find where my parents hid my 
presents.  My mom had to booby-trap closets, so she would know if  I had 
been sneaking. 
 
But something changed; something changed in me.  I remember, Christmas 
days, with all the presents, as a joy-filled time.  My brother and I had different 
Christmas eve rituals.  He wanted to go to bed early so he would wake up 
early, while I want to stay up all night staring out the window, hoping to catch 
Santa.  The rule in our house was that my brother and I could get up and go 
down stairs anytime Christmas morning, but we could only open our 
stockings or play with anything that was unwrapped.  And my mom wrapped 
everything.  We were not allowed to wake our parents up before 7 and we 
had to have coffee ready.  The excitement was in the anticipation of  opening 
the gifts, one after another.  But by the waning hours of  Christmas day, after 
all the presents were opened, all the family had come, feasted, and gone, we 
settled into cleaning and straightening, and making our house somewhat 
normal again.  Within a short period of  time, even our presents, as 
wonderful and exciting as they were, lost their luster.  I wanted Christmas to 
last.  It seemed like we had spent all of  the Christmas spirit on the front end, 
and there was nothing left afterward. 
 
I guess it was in seminary that I really began to learn about and appreciate 
the Advent season.  It is a time of  anticipation and hopeful waiting.  While 
the world seems to be going crazy with Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
advertising, and people seeking that perfect gift, Advent is a time of  quiet 
reflection of  the true gift of  Christmas.  Advent is a time of  inward 
preparation, the preparation of  our hearts, for the One who came as a baby 
in Bethlehem so long ago, but also for the One who is present with us now 
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Sunday, December 5 
 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of  our God. 
While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the 
principal focus of  the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily 
herald the coming Christ as forerunner of  the Lord of  hosts. 

Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of  
the gospel.  In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of  

Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of  the “salvation 
of  God.”  

in this moment, and the One who will come again in the future.  Advent isn’t just about 
getting ready for Christmas, but about getting ready for the fullness of  Christ.  Advent 
helps us focus not on the commercialization of  Christmas, but on the true meaning of  
Christmas, of  God sending Jesus for the redemption of  the world. 

 
I realize that by celebrating Advent we won’t quiet all the busyness of  the post-
Thanksgiving season, but maybe amid the holiday festivities, we might find a little solace, 
some inner peace, and some hope for this crazy world in which we live.  I said at the 
beginning of  this article that I didn’t know why I feel so strongly about Advent, but 
actually I do; I need it.  I need to feel centered.  I need to remember why we celebrate at 
all.  God came into our broken humanity to set things right, to make all things new, to 
give sight to the blind, to release the captives, to cause the lame to walk, the deaf  to hear, 
to free the world from the power of  sin and death.  I need to be reminded of  why we 
await the coming king, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Yes, I love to celebrate Christmas, but 
Advent set the tone for the coming Christ. 
 
Waiting with you, 

 

☩Pastor Mike 
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According to the NRSV of the Bible, how many times is loving your neighbor 
specifically mentioned on the Bible? 

 
 
A. 11 
B. 39 
C. 78 
D. 104 
E. 191 

 

 

 

The preacher bought a lawn mower at a yard sale. “It runs great,” the seller said. 
 

The next day the preacher brought it back. “Runs great? I couldn’t even 
start it!” 
 

“Oh, it runs just fine,” the seller said with a smile, “but in order to start 
it you first have to cuss up a storm.” 
 

“I’m not sure I can do that,” the pastor protested indignantly. “I haven’t used that language 
in years.” 
 

“Not to worry,” the seller said. “Just keep pulling on the start cord and it will all come back 
to you in no time.” 

 

Drive Thru 

Living Nativity 
Scenes of  Christmas 

Cedar Grove Lutheran Church 
261 Cedar Grove Church Road 

Vale, North Carolina 

Saturday, December 11 
Sunday, December 12 

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Answer: A. Surprising 11, based on searching in Biblegateway on the words “love” and “neighbor”.  
Of course, if Jesus said it once, that should be enough. 
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Ministry in Action -  December 
  

December 5 December 12 December 19 December 24 

Greeters 
George Boyd 
Susan Boyd 

Milton Rice 
Linda Rice 

John Cromer 
Kathy Cromer 

Leon Harmon 
Elaine Harmon 

Lector John Cromer Meredith Shuford Jennifer Huskey Ben Robinson 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Available Available Available Available 

Acolyte 
 

   Emily Lawson 

Crucifer    Joe Rhyne 

Bible Bearer    Matthew Heavner 

Torch Bearers    
Zachary Zagorski 
Nayshaun Holiday 

Monthly Duties December 2021 

Councilperson Steve Lounsbury      

Altar Guild Beth Collins Cyprus Collins Sue Zimtbaum  

Ushers 
Steve Lounsbury 

(Captain) 
Leon Harmon 
Jody Rhyne 

Ben Robinson 
Keith Saine 

 

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter) that are 
designated for ministries or projects beyond the 

congregation.  The Christmas Offering this year is 
designated to Christian Ministry Fund to help with 

power, rent and water bills.  If  you would like to 
contribute, you may use your regular offering envelope, 

writing “Christmas 2021” on the other line.   
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Second Sunday of  Advent 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: Philippians 1:3-11 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  Having just celebrated Thanksgiving, a day of  
intentionally giving thanks for our blessings, do you think about this 
passage any differently?  How often does Paul give thanks for those 
who share in the ministry of  the Gospel with him?  How often do we 
look across the aisle from where we sit and say a prayer for those who 
are sharing in the ministry within our own context?  How might our 
ministry look different if  we were to give thanks to God always for our 
sisters and brothers in the faith?  Would we be strengthened in our 
common cause of  proclaiming Jesus?   

 
 Does it ever feel like you are an Island in a sea of  need?  I’m sure we 

all feel that way at some point, but here, Paul reminds the church at 
Philippi that he is praying for them, giving thanks for them, and 
encouraging them in their common mission.  How does it feel to know 
that someone is praying for you, and giving thanks for you being in 
their life?  Can you set aside sometime this Advent to intentionally pray 
and give thanks for those sisters and brothers who share in our 
ministry at Emmanuel?  Take your Yearbook and give thanks for each 
name (whether you know them or not) for they are all children of  God 
for the sake of  the world.  

 
Pray: Lord God, we give you thanks for the ministry to which we have been 

called, and for those you have chosen to work in your vineyard.  Each 
of  us have a responsibility in your kingdom; all are needed. Help us 
give thanks and appreciate all laborers who work according to their 
baptismal calling, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

 

Bless:     “_______, we are thankful for you.” 
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James 
Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, 
Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  Sawyer 
Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen 
(Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, 
Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug 
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman 
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson 

(father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya Lawson), 
Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson) 

Emmanuel Lutheran Live Nativity 

 

Sunday December 19th 
 

We will be having our Live Nativity this year! 
 

We need volunteers for set-up and for participation in the 
Nativity play. 

 
Please contact Bob Lake, Steve or Cathy Lounsbury for 

additional information. 
 

A sign up sheet is in the North Wing!! 
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Small Catechism  
Of  Martin Luther 

“I must still read and study the catechism daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must 

remain a child and pupil of the catechism - and I also do so gladly.” 

Martin Luther 
 

The order with which Luther proceeds in the Small Catechism is deliberate, with a 
distinct theological rationale:  The Commandments express God’s expectations; the 
Creed proclaims God’s promise; the Lord’s Prayer translates law and gospel into a 
personal discourse with God; and the sacraments offer tangible expressions of God’s 
grace and signs to lean on in faith.   
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 

 
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
 

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ 
himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 

Where is this written? 
The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and St. Paul write thus:  “In the night in which he was 
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying:  Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took 
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
The words “given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sin” show us that forgiveness of sin, 
life, and salvation are given to us in the sacrament through these words, because where there is forgiveness 
of sin, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such a great thing? 
Eating and drinking certainly do not do it, but rather the words that are recorded:  “given for you” and 
“shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.”  These words, when accompanied by the physical eating and 
drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and whoever believes these very words has what they 
declare and state, namely, “forgiveness of sin.” 
 

Who, then, receives this sacrament worthily? 
Fasting and bodily preparation are in fact a fine external disciples, but a person who has faith in these 
words, “given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sin,” is really worthy and well prepared.  
However, a person who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, 
because the words “for you” require truly believing hearts. 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

November 23 the state website was reporting 15,615 total cases with 124 deaths 
 

As of November 30 the state website is reporting 15,796 cases and 124 deaths 
 

November 23 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,112 

November 30 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,131 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  November 10 - 205 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  November 17 - 198 

Shelly Caffey  12/01 
Thomas Cline  12/05 
Johnnie Bynum  12/08 
Pat Mitchem  12/10 
Ann Brooks  12/11 
Kathy Cromer  12/13 
Ronnie Leonhardt 12/13 
Nancy McCoy  12/13 
Cameron Denton  12/14 
Mike Collins  12/15 
Robert Cloninger  12/16 
Lydia Humphries  12/17 
Sylvia Wallace  12/20 
Ella Denton  12/21 
Hayes Dunston  12/21 
Tommy Hannon  12/21 
Ruth Murphy  12/21 
Monica Michael  12/22 
David Bynum  12/25 
Jeff Cornwell  12/27 
George Boyd  12/28 
Steve Bassett  12/30 
Jennifer Huskey  12/31 
  

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


