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Mission Statement: 
 

As the body of Christ, 
fed and nourished 

through worship, we 
are called to serve all 

people, through the use 
of our gifts to proclaim 
God’s justice, mercy 

and love. 
 

Our Vision: Striving to 
Thrive with Vitality! 

       
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Giving Thanks 

 
"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever." 1 

Chronicles 16:34 
 

As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, I want to say, “Thank you.”  These 
last two years have been difficult to say the least.  Nothing has seemed 
normal.  The whole world has been turned upside down, and we’ve struggled 
to right ourselves.  Yet, the winds of  change continue to beat against us and 
we are often thrown off  course.  But in the midst of  it all, you have remained 
faithful, you’ve adapted, and you’ve found new ways to carry on the ministry 
to which God has called us.  Together, we are providing needed services and 
support for the most vulnerable in our community.  We are providing 
worship opportunities, both in person and online.  We are offering Book and 
Bible Studies via Zoom.  Last week we sent off  over 200 quilts, each stitched 
with love, to countries throughout the world.  The church building is getting 
some much needed repairs, and a new HVAC system has been ordered for 
the Fellowship Hall.  In the summer of  2022, we will be sending youth and 
adults to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, where they will 
worship, learn and serve with thousands of  other Lutheran youth from 
across the ELCA.  Just this week we assembled, and will be delivering Advent 
packets to Emmanuel’s families with children to help them celebrate this 
special season.  After months without a choir, they are scheduled to start 
singing in Advent.  The Lincolnton High School Chorus will once again be 
using our beautiful sanctuary for their Annual Christmas Concert, and this 
year we hope to be able to live-stream it with our new video equipment.  
People’s lives continue to be changed, and their faith enriched because of  
you, for you are Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  Your prayers, your generosity, 
your participation as the body of  Christ in this place, makes ministry 
possible.  And for that I say, “Thank you.” 
 
But even more important than that, I thank God for you.  You are a gift that 
God has entrust to this church.  You are Emmanuel:  God with us.  God is 
working in and through you for the sake of  the kingdom.  And so, I thank 
God for allowing me to partner with you as pastor for the sake of  the 
community in which we serve and for the lives we touch. 

 Continued on page 2 
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Sunday, November 28 
 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived 
in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated 

enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The 
ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” 
The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of  our Lord Jesus with all 

the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand 
before the Son of  Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming 
days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the 

advent of  Christ in word and supper.  

This Thanksgiving, whether you gather around table with family and friends, or sit in the 
quiet of  God’s presence with a simple meal, give thanks for the blessings you continue 
to receive.  Thank God for the people who have meant something special to you.  Know 
that you have been blessed to be a blessing for the sake of  the world.  Continue to live 
with an attitude of  gratitude, and in all things give thanks. 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving, 
 

☩Pastor Mike 
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According to the NRSV of the Bible, which gospel uses the word “Love” 
most often? 

 
 

A. Matthew 
B. Mark 
C. Luke 
D. John 

 

 

 

 

Grandma was showing the grandchildren an illustration of a Pilgrim Family on a 
Thanksgiving Day card that she had received.  
 
“The Pilgrim children enjoyed going to church with 
their mothers and fathers and praying to God,” she 
said. 
 
One of the grandsons looked at her doubtfully and 
asked, “Then why is their father carrying that gun?” 
 

 

 

Pumpkin Pie 
 

1 unbaked 9” piecrust     1 tsp cinnamon 
2 eggs       1/2 tsp ground ginger 
1 can pumpkin      1/4 tsp ground cloves 
3/4 cup sugar      1 can evaporated milk 
1/2 tsp salt 
 
Prepare pie shell.  Preheat oven to 425 degrees.  Beat eggs lightly in large 
bowl.  Stir in remaining ingredients in order.  Pour in shell.  Bake for 15 
minutes at 425.  Reduce temperature to 350 
degrees.  Bake for 40 to 50 minutes or until 
knife inserted in center comes out clean. 

Recipe by Vera Lanier 

From the 2008 WELCA Cookbook 
 

Answer: John uses the word “Love” 39 times. The other 
three aren’t even close. 
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Ministry in Action -  November / December 
 
 

 

 

 

  
November 28 December 5 December 12 December 19 

Greeters 
Barbara Carpenter 

Dara Jarrett 
George Boyd 
Susan Boyd 

Milton Rice 
Linda Rice 

John Cromer 
Kathy Cromer 

Lector Steve Lounsbury John Cromer Steve Bassett Jennifer Huskey 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Available Available Available Available 

Monthly Duties November 2021 

Councilperson Steve Lounsbury      

Altar Guild Kelly Rudisill Meredith Shuford    

Ushers Joe Cline (Captain) 
Steve Lounsbury 
James Wakulsky 

Edward Little 
Ellis Dunston 

 

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter) that are 
designated for ministries or projects beyond the 

congregation.  The Thanksgiving Offering this year is 
designated to Pastor’s Christian Ministry Fund to help 
with power , rent and water bills.  If  you would like to 

contribute, you may use your regular offering envelope, 
writing “Thanksgiving 2021” on the other line.   

 

 

Drive Thru 

Living Nativity 
Scenes of  Christmas 

Cedar Grove Lutheran Church 
261 Cedar Grove Church Road 

Vale, North Carolina 

Saturday, December 11 
Sunday, December 12 

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
First Sunday of  Advent 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you read 

the passage?  Perhaps you need a little background on this passage from 
Jeremiah.  As a prophet, Jeremiah was called to speak the word of God to 
God’s people.  And like most prophesy, the initial message was not one of 
good news, but a call to repentance.  At the time of Jeremiah, Jerusalem had 
been pillaged and destroyed because of the unfaithfulness of Judah’s leaders.  
The people were sent into exile in Babylon.  Death and destruction was all 
round them. Jeremiah is in prison as he writes the words of this prophesy.  
Hope seems futile. 

 

 Have you ever felt hopeless?  What are the feelings associated with 
hopelessness?  What might it feel like to lose everything that you knew, 
forced to another place and put under the authority of a foreign power?  
Sometimes, when we think about Bible stories, they are just that – stories, 
because they happened so long ago.  Yet, this story reminds me of the plight 
of the native Americans, the indigenous people who were forced to leave 
their way of life, their land, their traditions, and be exiled.  Many lost their 
lives, their parents, their children along the way.  As everything was being 
stripped away, hopelessness began to stick to their souls like winter’s cold to 
old bones.  The fear, the loneliness, the anger was real.   

 

 The word of God through Jeremiah in this text is a word of hope.  There is 
a play on words here.  The name of the king at that time is Zedekiah, which 
means “the Lord is righteous.”  But in verse 16 salvation is coming to Judah 
and to Jerusalem, and they will be restored.  And the name by which they 
will be restored is “The Lord is our righteousness.”  The movement of 
God’s righteousness is from singular to communal.  Not only is God 
righteous, but the righteousness of God is our righteousness.  Even though 
the people of God are in exile, God is with them and promises to restore 
their nation through the righteous branch of David.   

 As we begin this season of Advent, still in the midst of a global pandemic, 
how can these words be good news to us?  How might we live into the 
hopefulness of the future, while still living in the present?  How might our 
lives be a living witness to those who continue to have no hope?  

 

Pray: God of all hopefulness, you are our righteousness.  Help us to hold fast, 
even in the midst of things we don’t understand.  Be our rock and our sure 
foundation, that no matter what befalls us, we will not be moved. Amen  

 

Bless:      “_______, God’s righteousness is yours.” 
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James 
Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, 
Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  Sawyer 
Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen 
(Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, 
Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug 
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman 
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson 

(father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya Lawson), 
Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson) 

 
If you would like to 

join the choir 
please contact 

John Lineberger  
or Bob Lake. 

 
 

 
All Male voices 
are encouraged 

to join! 
 
 

Make Music a Part of Your Life 

Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
 

May you enjoy the warmth of  family and friends 
this feast of  Thanksgiving! 

 
 
 

Church Office will be closed on Thursday, 
November 25th 
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Small Catechism  
Of  Martin Luther 

“I must still read and study the catechism daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must 

remain a child and pupil of the catechism - and I also do so gladly.” 

Martin Luther 
 

The order with which Luther proceeds in the Small Catechism is deliberate, with a 
distinct theological rationale:  The Commandments express God’s expectations; the 
Creed proclaims God’s promise; the Lord’s Prayer translates law and gospel into a 
personal discourse with God; and the sacraments offer tangible expressions of God’s 
grace and signs to lean on in faith.   
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
 

I - What is baptism? 
Baptism is not simply plain water.  Instead, it is water used according to God’s command and 
connected with God’s word. 
 

What then is this word of God? 
Where our Lord Christ says in Matthew 28, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

II - What gifts or benefits does baptism grant? 
It brings about forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and gives eternal 
salvation to all who believe it, as the words and promise of God declare. 
 

What are these words and promise of God? 
Where our Lord Christ say in Mark 16, “The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; 
but the one who does not believe will be condemned.” 
 

III - How can water do such great things? 
Clearly the water does not do it, but the word of God, which is with and alongside the water, 
and faith, which trusts this word of God in the water.  For without the word of God the water 
is plain water and not a baptism, but with the word of God it is a baptism, that is, a graced-
filled water of life and a “bath of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,” as St. Paul says to Titus in 
chapter 3, “through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  This Spirit he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  The saying is sure.” 
 

IV - What then is the significance of such a baptism with water? 
It signifies that the old person in us with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned and die 
through daily sorrow for sin and through repentance, and on the other hand that daily a new 
person is to come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 
 

Where is this written? 
St. Paul says in Romans 6, “We were buried with Christ through baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life.” 
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Newsletter Content  

Contributors 

Bob Lake  
Ben Robinson  
Pastor Mike 
WELCA 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

November 16 the state website was reporting 15,421 total cases with 119 deaths 
 

As of November 23 the state website is reporting 15,615 cases and 124 deaths 
 

November 16 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,037 

November 23 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,112 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  November 10 - 205 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  November 17 - 198 

Shelly Caffey  12/01 
Thomas Cline  12/05 
Johnnie Bynum  12/08 
Pat Mitchem  12/10 
Ann Brooks  12/11 
Kathy Cromer  12/13 
Ronnie Leonhardt 12/13 
Nancy McCoy  12/13 
Cameron Denton  12/14 
Mike Collins  12/15 
Robert Cloninger  12/16 
Lydia Humphries  12/17 
Sylvia Wallace  12/20 
Ella Denton  12/21 
Hayes Dunston  12/21 
Tommy Hannon  12/21 
Ruth Murphy  12/21 
Monica Michael  12/22 
David Bynum  12/25 
Jeff Cornwell  12/27 
George Boyd  12/28 
Steve Bassett  12/30 
Jennifer Huskey  12/31 
  

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


