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Mission Statement: 
 

As the body of Christ, 
fed and nourished 

through worship, we 
are called to serve all 

people, through the use 
of our gifts to proclaim 
God’s justice, mercy 

and love. 
 

Our Vision: Striving to 
Thrive with Vitality! 

       
 
 
 
 
  
 

An old English preacher once said, “A grateful mind is a great mind,“ and the 
Bible agrees.  There are numerous passages of  scripture on the subject of  
Thanksgiving, and some of  them are powerfully worded. Colossians 3:17 says: 
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of  the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” 1 Thessalonians 
5:18 adds, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of  God in 
Christ Jesus for you.”  
 
Unfortunately, few hymns are devoted exclusively to thanking God.  Among 
the small, rich handful we do have is “Now Thank We All Our God.”  This 
hymn was written by Martin Rinkart, a Lutheran pastor in the little village of  
Eilenberg, Saxony.  He grew up as the son of  a poor coppersmith, felt called 
to the ministry, and after his theological training began his pastoral work just 
as the Thirty Years’ War was raging through Germany.  
 
Floods of  refugees streamed into the walled city of  Eilenberg. It was the most 
desperate of  times.  The Swedish army encompassed the city gates, and inside 
the walls there was nothing but plague, famine, and fear.  Eight hundred 
homes were destroyed, and people began dying in increasing numbers.  There 
was a tremendous strain on pastors, who expended all their strength in 
preaching the gospel, caring for the sick and dying, and burying the dead.  One 
after another, the pastors themselves took ill and perished until at last only 
Martin Rinkart was left.  It is said that some days he conducted as many as 
fifty funerals.  
 
Finally the Swedes demanded a huge ransom.  It was Martin Rinkart who left 
the safety of  the city walls to negotiate with the enemy, and he did it with such 
courage and faith that there was soon a conclusion of  hostilities, and the 
period of  suffering ended.   
 
Rinkart, knowing there is no healing without thanksgiving, composed this 
hymn for the survivors of  Eilenberg.  It has been sung around the world ever 
since.   
 
As we approach the season of  Thanksgiving, let us remember to give thanks 
regardless of  the circumstances we may be facing.  In the midst of  our own 
personal plague, famine, and fear, there is always something for which to be 
thankful, no matter how big or small that “something” is.  

Continued page 2 
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Sunday, November 21 
 

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to 
set things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the 

“one like a human being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these 
titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His authority comes from the truth to 

which he bears witness, and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look 
forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will be the nonviolent victory of 

love.  

 
 
Now thank we all our God  
with hearts and hands and voices,  
who wondrous things has done,  
in whom this world rejoices; 
who, from our mothers' arms,  
has blest us on our way 
with countless gifts of  love,  
and still is ours today. 
 
Oh, may this bounteous God  
through all our life be near us,  
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
and keep us all in grace,  
and guide us when perplexed,  
and free us from all harm  
in this world and the next.  
 
All praise and thanks to God  
the Father now be given,  
the Son, and Spirit blest,  
who reign in highest heaven,  
the one eternal God,  
whom earth and heav'n adore;  
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore.  

 
Blessings, 
 

 John M. Lineberger 

 Director of  Music 
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According to the Gospel of  Matthew, who will separate the sheep from the goats? This 
question requires a very specific answer. 

 
A.  God 
B.  Jesus 
C.  Son of  God 
D.  Son of  Man 
E.  Holy Spirit 

 

 

 
A young couple purchased an old, run-down, abandoned farm with plans to turn it into a thriving organic 
enterprise. The fields were grown over with weeds, the farmhouse was falling apart, and the fences were broken 
down. 
 

The couple's pastor stopped by to bless the family’s work, saying, “May you and God work together to make 
this the farm of your dreams!” 
 

A few months later, the pastor stops by again to call on the young farmers. He couldn’t 
believe his eyes. The farm house was completely rebuilt and in excellent condition, there 
were plenty of cattle and other livestock happily munching on feed in well-fenced pens, 
and the fields were filled with crops planted in neat rows.  
 

“Amazing!” the pastor says. “Look what God and you have accomplished together!” 
 

“Yes, pastor,” said the farmer’s wife, “but remember what the farm was like when God 
was working it alone!” 

 

 YMCA 21st Annual Prayer Breakfast 
 

Join us Wednesday, November 24th at the Lincoln County 
Family YMCA for the 21st Annual Thanksgiving Prayer 

Breakfast. 
 

Breakfast will be served at 6:45 am and will be provided 
by Chillin & Grillin 

 
Cost is $15 per person or $100 per table (8 per table) 

 
Space is limited.  Purchase your tickets today at the 

YMCA 

Answer: D, Matthew 25:31-46 
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Ministry in Action -  November / December 
 
 

 

 

 

  
November 21 November 28 December 5 December 12 

Greeters 
Edward Little 
Doris Little 

Barbara Carpenter 
Dara Jarrett 

Milton Rice 
Linda Rice 

George Boyd 
Susan Boyd 

Lector Randy Zimtbaum Steve Lounsbury John Cromer Steve Bassett 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Available Available Available Available 

Monthly Duties November 2021 

Councilperson Steve Lounsbury      

Altar Guild Kelly Rudisill Meredith Shuford    

Ushers Joe Cline (Captain) 
Steve Lounsbury 
James Wakulsky 

Edward Little 
Ellis Dunston 

 

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings 
(Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter) that are 
designated for ministries or projects beyond the 

congregation.  The Thanksgiving Offering this year has 
ben designated to Pastor’s Christian Ministry Fund to 

help with power , rent and water bills.  If  you would like 
to contribute, you may use your regular offering 

envelope, writing “Thanksgiving 2021” on the other line.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

We offer our Christian sympathy to the family of Nelson Shepherd, father of Julie 
Leonhardt,  who passed away Saturday November 13th. 

 
Please keep Julie and the rest of the family in your prayers during this time of loss. 

 
May God’s comfort surround them and the hope of the resurrection bring joy to us all. 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Christ the King Sunday 

 
 

Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: John 18:33-37 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  The concept of  king is foreign to most of  us these 
days.  They are for the most part figureheads, wielding little power.  But 
that was not always the case.  What do you conjure up in your mind 
when you think about kings?  Do you think about royalty?  Red robes 
with white collars?  Crowns?  Are they seated on thrones, bedecked in 
jewels?  Where did you get your idea of  what a king is, or should be? 

 
 How does your idea of  a king fit against Pilate’s questioning of  Jesus?  

Does Jesus look, sound, or act like any king you’ve ever heard of?  How 
are they similar?  Different?  Does Jesus claim kingship or is it ascribed 
to him?   

 
 Jesus speaks of  his kingdom, but he also says that it is not from this 

world.  What does Jesus mean?  Where is Jesus kingdom?  What does 
Jesus’ kingdom look like?  How would you tell others about what the 
kingdom of  Jesus is?       

 

Pray: Mighty King, you reign in humble obedience to your Father, in service 
for the sake of  the world.  Your Lordship is compassion and grace; your 
rule is mercy that leads to hope.  Grant us the will to live in your 
kingdom now and forever.  Amen  

 

Bless:    “_______, yours is the kingdom of  God.” 
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James 
Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, 
Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  Sawyer 
Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen 
(Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, 
Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug 
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman 
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson 

(father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya Lawson), 
Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson) 

 
Congratulations to Cathy Lounsbury, Steve Lounsbury, Ruth Murphy, Ben Robinson and 
Emily Robinson for being elected to Congregation Council. Cathy, Steve, Ruth and Ben 
will serve two-year terms beginning January 1, 2022. Emily will serve a one-year term 
beginning January 1, 2022 to fill a current Council vacancy. We appreciate their willingness 
to serve in this capacity. 
 
The 2022 Ministry Spending Plan in the amount of  $342,936 was approved unanimously 
by ballot as presented. The plan puts forth the planned spending for outreach, programs, 
ministries, personnel, supplies, equipment, utilities and property maintenance for the 2022 
calendar year. 

If you would like 
to join please 
contact John 

Lineberger  
or Bob Lake. 

 
 

 
All Male voices 
are encouraged 

to join! 
 
 

Make Music a Part of Your Life 
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Small Catechism  
Of  Martin Luther 

“I must still read and study the catechism daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but 

must remain a child and pupil of the catechism - and I also do so gladly.” 

Martin Luther 

 

The order with which Luther proceeds in the Small Catechism is deliberate, with a distinct 

theological rationale:  The Commandments express God’s expectations; the Creed proclaims 

God’s promise; the Lord’s Prayer translates law and gospel into a personal discourse with God; 

and the sacraments offer tangible expressions of God’s grace and signs to lean on in faith.   

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

The Sixth Petition 

Save us from the time of  trial. 
 
What is this?  What does this mean? 
It is true that God tempts no one, but we ask in this prayer that 
God would preserve and keep us, so that the devil, the world, and 
our flesh may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, 
and other great and shameful sins, and that, although, we may be 
attacked by them, we may finally prevail and gain the victory. 
 

The Seventh Petition 

And deliver us from evil. 
 
What is this?  What does this mean? 
We ask in this prayer, as in a summary, that our Father in heaven may deliver us from all 
kinds of  evil-affecting body or soul, property or reputation-and at last, when our final 
hour comes, may grant us a blessed end and take us by grace from this valley of  tears to 
himself  in heaven. 
 

Conclusion 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen 
 
What is this?  What does this mean? 
That I should be certain that such petitions are acceptable to and heard by our Father in 
heaven, for he himself  commanded us to pray like this and has promised to hear us.  
“Amen, amen” means “Yes, yes, it is going to come about just like this.” 
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Newsletter Content  

Contributors 

Bob Lake  
Ben Robinson  
Pastor Mike 
WELCA 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

November 9 the state website was reporting 15,257 total cases with 116 deaths 
 

As of November 16 the state website is reporting 15,421 cases and 119 deaths 
 

November 9 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,097 

November 16 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,037 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  November 3 - 165 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  November 10 - 205 

John Perkins  11/02 
Matthew Heavner  11/05 
Yvonne Cromer  11/07 
Edward Little  11/08 
Vera Lanier  11/09 
Derek Smith  11/11 
Alidia Hannon  11/14 
Doris Little  11/14 
Judy Shuford  11/15 
Cynthia Cloninger 11/16 
E.J. Manjarres  11/16 
Hundley Rhyne  11/16 
Ben Hance  11/20 
Will Saine IV  11/20 
Christian Byrd  11/21 
Brett Jarrett  11/22 
Phyllis Sain  11/23 
Abby Wise  11/23 
Burgin Seagle  11/24 
Marlo Dunston  11/25 
Carole Lake  11/27 
Vivian Nichols  11/27 
Ellis Dunston  11/29 
Betty Mauney  11/29 
  

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


