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Dive into a transformative, four-week online course that seeks not just to 
answer eight of  the most poignant God questions, but also to unravel the 
very fabric of  theological thought. 

Guided by renowned theologians, the course invites participants into the 
heart of  Christian tradition, exploring the diverse schools of  thought and 
the nuances that define them. Hosted by Dr. Tripp Fuller and Dr. Pete 
Enns, this journey transcends simple answers, beckoning participants to 
engage with the methodology and complexity of  theological thinking. 
 

The class is asynchronous, and you can participate fully without being 
present at any specific time. The weekly streaming session with Tripp and 
Pete will take place on FOUR consecutive MONDAYS at 8pm ET - 
October 2nd through October 23rd. 

The cost? A course like this is typically offered for $125 or more, but we 
invite you to contribute whatever you can to help make this possible for 
everyone! 
 

Course Outline & 8 Big "God" Questions 
 

WEEK 1: The Tapestry of  Theological Thought & Understanding 
the Divine 
 

Introductory Session: How Theologians Think - Tripp and Pete kick 
off  the journey by outlining the varying approaches to theology, 
highlighting the sources theologians draw from and the ever-evolving 
nature of  theological inquiry. 

Who is God? - We dive deep into different Christian visions of  God. 

Why are there so many religions? - We explore the rise and significance 
of  diverse religious expressions within and outside the Christian tradition. 
 
WEEK 2: Scripture, Suffering, and Theological Interpretations 
 

What is the Bible good for? - We will discuss the multifaceted role of  the 
Bible, considering its historical, moral, spiritual, and theological dimensions 
and the different ways Christian theologians see its authority. 
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September 24 
 

Matthew narrates one of  Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus 
says that the reign of  God is like that of  a landowner who pays his 
workers the same wage no matter what time of  day they began to 
work.  When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh 
for their evil ways, Jonah is angry.  Yet God is gracious and merciful, 
abounding in steadfast love.  In baptism we receive the grace of  
God that is freely given to all.  As Martin Luther wrote, in the 
presence of  God’s mercy we are all beggars.  

If  God is good and loving, why is there so much evil and suffering? - Here, we dig 
into the problem of  evil, exploring varied Christian responses rooted in different 
theological starting points and commitments. 
 
WEEK 3: Divine Mystery and Engaging with Belief 
 

If  God wants to be known, why is the knowledge of  God’s existence so obscured? 
- Together, we will broach the theme of  divine hiddenness, contrasting how different 
theological perspectives make sense of  religious experience and its absence. 

Why are you not an atheist? - What are positive reasons for belief  in God? The 
scholars will synthesize personal reflections and critical arguments for faith, highlighting 
how different schools approach the intersection of  faith and reason. 
 
WEEK 4: Christology and Encounters Beyond Institutional Boundaries 
 

How does Jesus shape your understanding of  God? - Christians insist that Jesus 
mediates our encounter with God, but after that, the answers are diverse. How was God 
in Christ? How is the historical Jesus related to the Christ of  Faith? What did God do in 
Christ that we couldn’t do for ourselves? We will explore varying Christological 
perspectives and their implications for understanding God. 

How is God revealed and encountered beyond the church?- How can Christian 
theology acknowledge, honor, or even learn from divine encounters beyond our 
confessional boundaries? How do different theological trajectories validate or question 
these experiences? 
 
Click on the link to register: 
https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/theology-for-normal-people-signup-page/ 
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At the beginning of worship the Pastor announced “There will be a meeting 
of the Church Board immediately after the service,” 
 
After the close of the service, the Church Board gathered at the back of 
the sanctuary for the announced meeting. But there was a stranger in their 
midst — a visitor who had never attended their church before. 
 
“My friend,” said the pastor, “Didn’t you understand that this is a meeting 
of the Board?” 
 
“Yes,” said the visitor, “and after today’s sermon, I suppose I’m just about 
as bored as anyone else who came to this meeting.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who did God challenge saying to him “‘Who is this that darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, 
and you shall declare to me. 
 
A. Abraham 
B. Isaiah 
C. Jacob 
D. Job 
E. Solomon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Answer: D. Job 38:1-3 
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Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people according to 
what they have earned or deserve. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of  heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he 

sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 

So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And 

about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 

standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also 

go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of  the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 

laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired 

about five o’clock came, each of  them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 

thought they would receive more; but each of  them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they 

received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of  the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he 

replied to one of  them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I 

not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Ministry in Action -  September 
  

September 24 October 1 October 8 October 15 

Greeters 
Rudy Rudisill 

Paulette Rudisill 
Leon Harmon 

Elaine Harmon 

 
Dan James 

Suzette James 
 

Randy Zimtbaum 
Sue Zimtbaum 

Lector Jennifer Little Ben Robinson Jennifer Little Steve Lounsbury 

Crucifer Mary Ellen Bridges Jennifer Little Matthew Heavner Mary Ellen Bridges 

Acolyte Hannah Brooks Quinlyn Cornwell Hannah Brooks Jennifer Little 

Communion Asst Jennifer Huskey Randy Zimtbaum Ruth Murphy Jennifer Huskey 

Altar Flowers 
Steve & Cathy  

Lounsbury 
Available Available Available 

Monthly Duties September 2023 

Councilperson Shannon Mitchem    

Altar Guild Cathy Lounsbury Rhonda Thompson   

Ushers 
Steve Lounsbury 

(Captain) 
Rudy Rudisill 
Jody Rhyne 

Randy Zimtbaum 
Ben Robinson 
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Faith5 Corner by Bob Lake 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Share:    Share your highs and lows 
 
Read:      Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Talk:  Slowly reflect on the reading.  Do you think life should be fair?  Do 

you sympathize with the laborers who worked all day?  Do you find 
this parable difficult to accept?  Some say that this is only a parable 
about sinners entering heaven regardless of  when they repent.  Do 
you think that is it?  Or is there more?  Jesus did not mention God or 
the Kingdom of  Heaven in this parable.  Is Jesus teaching us in this 
parable how to live our lives?  Is it better to be generous or to be fair? 
 

Pray:  Thank you God for being generous to us in your love and your 
beautiful creation.  Help us to follow Jesus’ teachings and be generous 
to all your children in the world.  Help us to show our love for our 
neighbors through our generosity. 
 

Bless:  “_____, be generous to all those you encounter in life. “ 
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Shirley Barnes, Polly Bryant, David Bynum, Kathy Cromer, Trudy Perkins, Jim 
Sain, Paula Turner, Joan Warren, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara 
O’Neill has ALS),  Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell),  Barbara 
Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne),  Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), 
Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Jane Smith (mother of Kathy Cromer), ,  April 
Wellman (Susan Boyd), Rosa Guerra (Susan Boyd), Rob Gregor (Susan Boyd), 
Anita Cable (mother in law Ashley Peaslee), Charles Ferguson (son-in-law Judy 
Blanc), Doug Norwood (Dara Jarrett), Bill Gibbs Jr. (Amy Brown), Ken Smith 
(brother of Kathy Cromer), Tom Pellum Caren (Kirk Herbertson) 

 

The Quilters are Back! 
 

They are seeking donations for any  
 

cotton fabric and  
16x16x20 boxes to ship out the quilts. 

 

Thank you in advance! 
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Saturday, September 23  at 1 PM 
 

Pastor and Rita will provide hotdogs, buns, mustard, ketchup and paper products. 
 
 

This is the list of  items being brought.  We will have around 40 people. 
There is a Pavilion if  it rains.  Please bring a chair and possible a jacket.  It gets cold in 
the mountains.  The ground is very level for those with canes.   
Pastor Bolick cell phone:  704-754-3369. 
 

Pastor is located about 3 miles south just one mile off  321. 
 

4393 Bolick Road, Lenoir, NC  28645  

 
Name Food 

Cora Lee Jarvis Pies three 

Susan McConnell Baked beans 

James Gantt & Margaret Slaw and onions 

Amy Brown desserts 

Jean Rome Vegetable 

Chuck & Denise Yoder Not Sure 

Pat Hance desserts 

Dan & Belinda Ritchie desserts 

Ann Brooks & Hannah & Ella chips 

Cathy & Steve Lounsbury pasta salad  

Edward and Dori Little potato Salad    

Ben & Emily Robinson Slaw and Chili 

Paul & Cecelia Driscoll slaw and chili 

Susan Boyd baked beans and tea 

Carol Wise chili and drinks 

Nancy Truitt desserts 

Bob and Carole Lake chips 

Smitty & Gail Little fresh fruits for dessert 

Pat and Buzz Cherry Slaw 

Jim and Betsy Williams Homemade pickles and dessert 

Jim Sain Slaw 

Leon and Elain Harmon chili  

Linda and Milton Rice Desserts 

Toni Hatch   

Rusty Rhyne Drinks 

Jan Huitt Potato Salad 

Glenn and Barbara Mosteller Potato Salad and Deviled Eggs 

Dara Jarrett veggie salad and lemonaide 
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A PUBLICATION OF 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
PHONE: 704-735-9033 

 
 
 

 

Bob Lake  
Ben Robinson  

WELCA 
North Carolina Synod 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
216 S Aspen St   Lincolnton, NC 28092 

Newsletter Content  
Contributors 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Brittany Doehling  9/02 
Emily Robinson  9/04 
Norah Gonzalez-Herrera 9/06 
Diana Sain  9/07 
Angie Byrd  9/08 
Mary Kate Link  9/08 
Meredith Shuford  9/12 
Brady Wise  9/13 
Charlotte Zagorski 9/16 
Guy Rudisill  9/17 
Linda Yoder  9/20 
Katherine Geerken 9/23 
Suzette James  9/23 
Dana Cline  9/24 
Susan Boyd  9/25 
William Cline  9/26 
Sara Little  9/26 
Judith Blanc  9/27 
Margaret Christopher 9/27 
Chase Lackey  9/27 
John Cherry  9/28 
Rhonda Thompson       9/29       
    
 
   
  
 
  

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 

October is Emmanuel’s Month to collect food for  
Christian Ministries. 

 
 
We will be collecting food for Christian Ministries throughout 
October.  This has been a very hard year on Christian Ministries.  
The cost of  food and utilities has gone thru the roof  and they are 
having a hard time keeping up.  Any assistance is greatly appreciated. 
 
If  you are unable to bring canned foods, monetary donations are 
always accepted.  On the Other line of  your check just write CM 
October.   
 
 


