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Mission Statement: 
 

As the body of Christ, 
fed and nourished 

through worship, we 
are called to serve all 

people, through the use 
of our gifts to proclaim 
God’s justice, mercy 

and love. 
 

Our Vision: Striving to 
Thrive with Vitality! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
       Highlights of  September 12, 2023 Congregation Council meeting:   
        
 For the month of  August 2023, offerings exceeded expenses by $3,469. For 

the year to date, offerings have exceeded expenses by $2,879. 
 Attendance at our Sunday worship service continues to increase. This 

August we averaged 92 people at worship each week, an increase of  19 
people from 2022. On-line (facebook) we averaged 173 weekly views this 
August, an increase of  65 from 2022. For the year-to-date we have averaged 
83 people at worship each week, an increase of  17 from 2022 and 136 views 
each week, an increase of  41 views from 2022.   

 The Nominating Committee is in the process of  securing nominees for 
Congregation Council for 2024. It is essential that members step up and 
take leadership roles in order that our church is able to continue its ministry 
and thrive. 

 Our next cleanup day has been scheduled for Saturday, November 18 at 
9:00 am. At our last cleanup day on September 9th, 13 people helped clean 
the sanctuary, narthex, sacristy, north wing, fellowship hall and the 
restrooms both upstairs and downstairs. The members who were there 
worked hard and all planned items were accomplished in about an hour. By 
having members clean periodically we avoid having to hire a cleaning 
service which saves a considerable amount of  money as well as creates 
pride and appreciation for the beautiful church we have. 

 Congregational Meetings have been scheduled for November 5 and 
November 12. On November 5 nominations for congregation council will 
be taken from the floor. Any nominations from the floor will be in addition 
to nominees from the Nominating Committee. On November 12 council 
nominees will be elected and the Ministry Spending Plan will be approved.     

 The Council reviewed the first draft of  the proposed Ministry Spending 
Plan (budget) for 2024. The goal this year is to bring the Plan (budget) 
more in line with our actual expenses and our anticipated offerings. The 
Council will finalize the Plan at their October meeting which will then be 
publicized for the congregation to review and then approve at the 
November 12 Congregational Meeting. 

 Pastor Leonard and Rita have invited the congregation to their home near 
Blowing Rock for a hot dog lunch on Saturday, September 23rd at 1:00 pm.  
A signup sheet is in the north wing so they will know how many people to 
expect. You can also sign up to bring a food or drink item. You may contact 
the church office with the information if  that is more convenient. Please 
come and enjoy the mountains and the fellowship. Continued page 2 
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September 17 
 

The archangel Michael is pictured as a prince and a general of  the 
heavenly army, defeating the dragon (the ancient serpent, the devil, 
Satan).  It is important, though, to see in Revelation 12:11 that 
God’s victory ultimately comes by Jesus’ death and the testimony of  
his followers.  The power of  God’s truth gives us confidence in the 
face of  evil on earth, even in the face of  our own death.  

 Five Coffee Hours have been planned for the rest of  the 2023 year. The next one will 
be on October 8. The Coffee Hour begins at 8:45 am in the fellowship hall and lasts 
until time for worship. Members of  the Congregational Life Committee are preparing 
the coffee, hot tea, juices and breakfast pickups. 

 At the request of  the principal, the Outreach Committee provided six lice kits to 
Battleground Elementary School. Candy was handed out to the students for Patriots 
Day with one of  the outreach committee members in costume for the event. The 
Committee will be helping Battleground with the upcoming book fair by sponsoring 
several students who may otherwise not be able to purchase a book. In October, the 
Outreach and Evangelism Committees will be assisting with the City’s Trunk or Treat 
Halloween event. 

Saturday, September 23  at 1 PM 
 

Pastor and Rita will provide hotdogs, buns, mustard, ketchup and paper products. 
 

A sign up sheet is in the North Wing.  Please let us know what you would be able to 
bring.  Just suggestions, slaw, onions, chili, relish, drinks, ice, baked beans, chips, potato 
and macaroni salad, covered dish, deserts, etc. 
 

Please RSV so we will have a good head count.  If  you sign up to bring something, you 
are on the list.  Otherwise, please let the church office know by September 21.  You 
may call at 704-735-9033 or e-mail at lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com 
 

Pastor is located about 3 miles south just one mile of  321. 
 

4393 Bolick Road, Lenoir, NC  28645 
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A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom as the children drew 
pictures.  The teacher would occasionally walk around and see each child’s 
artwork.  As she approached one little girl who was working especially hard, 
she asked what the drawing was. 
 
The little girl told her: “I’m drawing God!” 
 
“But sweety,” the teacher replied, “no one knows 
what God looks like.” 
 
Undeterred, the little girl continued drawing and 
said: “Well, they certainly will in a few minutes!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to the Book of Revelation, the Archangel Michael and his angels 
fought a creature and its angels in heaven.  That creature was a what? 
 
A. a wild boar 
B. a vulture 
C. a dragon 
D. a snake 
E. a griffin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Answer: C Revelation 12:7-19 
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Genesis 50:15-21 
 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of  Joseph begged for forgiveness. 
 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if  Joseph still bears a grudge against 

us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, 

“Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of  your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of  the servants 

of  the God of  your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell 

down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! 

Am I in the place of  God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself  will provide for 

you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry in Action -  September 
  

September 17 September 24 October 1 October 8 

Greeters 
Ben Robinson 

Emily Robinson 
Rudy Rudisill 

Paulette Rudisill 
Leon Harmon 

Elaine Harmon 

 
Dan James 

Suzette James 
 

Lector Jennifer Huskey David Bynum Ben Robinson Jennifer Little 

Crucifer Jennifer Little Jennifer Huskey Jennifer Little Matthew Heavner 

Acolyte 
 

Hannah Brooks 
 

Mary Ellen Bridges Quinlyn Cornwell Hannah Brooks 

Communion Asst Ben Robinson John Cromer Randy Zimtbaum Ruth Murphy 

Altar Flowers Available 
Steve & Cathy  

Lounsbury 
Available  

Monthly Duties September 2023 

Councilperson Shannon Mitchem    

Altar Guild Cathy Lounsbury Rhonda Thompson   

Ushers 
Steve Lounsbury 

(Captain) 
Rudy Rudisill 
Jody Rhyne 

Randy Zimtbaum 
Ben Robinson 
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Faith5 Corner by Bob Lake 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Share:    Share your highs and lows 
 
Read:      Genesis 50:15-21 
 
Talk:  Slowly reflect on the reading.  We all remember the story of  Joseph 

from Sunday school.  We loved coloring Joseph’s coat of  many 
colors.  This part of  Joseph's story comes many years later when 
Joseph was overseer of  all of  Egypt.  The story deals with many 
powerful emotions.  First is the guilt that the brothers felt.  Have you 
ever done anything that you were very ashamed of?  What was worse 
- your feeling of  guilt or your fear of  vengeance?  What do you think 
motivated Joseph’s brothers?  Fear or guilt?  Or perhaps a little of  
both?  But Joseph asked, “Am I in the place of  God?”  Does this 
remind you of  Romans 12:19 where Paul quoted scripture 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord?”  Joseph follows 
God’s intention and forgives his brothers.  So, the lesson here for us 
is that despite the justification for vengeance, God wants us to 
forgive. 

 
Pray:  Thank you God for your lessons on forgiving others.  You have 

commanded us not to play God but to be loving brothers and sisters. 
Forgive us when we have strayed and acted out of  anger or the desire 
for vengeance. Amen 

 
Bless:  “_____, God has shown you how to forgive. “ 
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Shirley Barnes, Polly Bryant, David Bynum, Bob Lake, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, 
Paula Turner, Joan Warren, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill 
has ALS),  Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell),  Barbara Stillwell 
(sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne),  Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew 
Milholland (Pastor Mike), Jane Smith (mother of Kathy Cromer), ,  April 
Wellman (Susan Boyd), Rosa Guerra (Susan Boyd), Rob Gregor (Susan Boyd), 
Anita Cable (mother in law Ashley Peaslee), Charles Ferguson (son-in-law Judy 
Blanc), Doug Norwood (Dara Jarrett), Bill Gibbs Jr. (Amy Brown), Bobbie 
Robinson (Kirk Herbertson), Ken Smith (brother of Kathy Cromer), Tom 
Pellum Caren (Kirk Herbertson) 

What a busy week at Emmanuel 

Coffee Hour before 
church last Sunday 
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Patriot Day Celebration Monday at Battleground Elementary School 
Patty the Patriot took candy to each and every class room 

Quilters started on Tuesday, September 12th 

Battleground Birthdays 

Outreach provided quarterly 
birthdays at Battleground 

Elementary School 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Brittany Doehling  9/02 
Emily Robinson  9/04 
Norah Gonzalez-Herrera 9/06 
Diana Sain  9/07 
Angie Byrd  9/08 
Mary Kate Link  9/08 
Meredith Shuford  9/12 
Brady Wise  9/13 
Charlotte Zagorski 9/16 
Guy Rudisill  9/17 
Linda Yoder  9/20 
Katherine Geerken 9/23 
Suzette James  9/23 
Dana Cline  9/24 
Susan Boyd  9/25 
William Cline  9/26 
Sara Little  9/26 
Judith Blanc  9/27 
Margaret Christopher 9/27 
Chase Lackey  9/27 
John Cherry  9/28 
Rhonda Thompson       9/29       
    
 
   
  
 
  

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


