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Mission Statement: 
 

As the body of Christ, 
fed and nourished 

through worship, we 
are called to serve all 

people, through the use 
of our gifts to proclaim 
God’s justice, mercy 

and love. 
 

Our Vision: Striving to 
Thrive with Vitality! 

 
New Book Reveals the Unique History of   

Salem Lutheran and United Church of  Christ:  
 

A Story of  Faith and Peace in Lincoln County  
 

Hickory, NC – Redhawk Publications is pleased to announce the release of  
"Salem Lutheran and United Church of  Christ: A Story of  Faith and Peace," a 
new book written by local historian Robert C. Carpenter. Co-editors, Susan 
Harris and Robin Nicholson, played instrumental roles in ensuring the 
publication of  this significant work, which sheds light on the unique history 
of  the church. 
 
Sisters Susan and Robin, who have a deep-rooted connection to the church 
spanning generations, joined the project as co-editors due to its profound 
personal and historical ties. The Salem Lutheran and United Church of  Christ 
in Lincoln County is likely the only historic remaining union church in the 
state, where two denominations jointly own and utilize the same property. 
Robin Nicholson emphasized, "We felt it was crucial to bring attention to our 
family church's extraordinary past, as it represents a distinct piece of  our 
community's heritage." 
 
The inception of  the book dates back nearly three decades ago when the 
church approached a historian to develop a manuscript in anticipation of  its 
200th Anniversary celebration. However, the proposed manuscript fell short 
of  expectations and was deemed unsuitable by the committee members. The 
project team then enlisted the expertise of  Robert Carpenter, known 
throughout the state for his expertise in local history. Susan Harris shared, 
"Robert was recommended for the project by Jason Harpe, the former 
Director of  the local historical association. We all recognized Robert’s 
exceptional skills as a writer and historian. We knew he was the perfect fit for 
this undertaking." 
 
Through extensive research and numerous interviews, Carpenter produced a 
definitive work that surpasses all previous attempts. Following a period of  
challenges and diminished interest, Susan and Robin revived the project 
bringing the manuscript up to date and included a number of  supplemental 
pieces which added significant value to the overall history of  the project.  
Publishing the book presented its own set of  challenges, particularly finding 
an affordable publisher capable of  accommodating smaller print runs for the 
modest-sized congregation. Susan expressed gratitude, stating, "We were 
fortunate to find a solution in Redhawk Publications, 
who not only met our financial constraints but also Continued page 2 
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September 3rd 
 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of  the incurable wound of  his suffering 
yet finds in God’s words the delight of  his heart.  When Peter doesn’t 
grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will 
find their lives in losing them.  Such sacrificial love is described by 
Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil 
with evil.  In worship we gather as a community that we might offer 
ourselves for the sake of  our suffering world.  

demonstrated flexibility in printing smaller quantities. Their support has been invaluable 
throughout this journey." 
 

To order your copy of  Salem Lutheran and United Church of  Christ: A Story of  
Faith and Peace visit: https://tinyurl.com/SalemLutheranUnitedChurch 
Redhawk Publications is an artistic initiative of  the Catawba Valley Community College, 
publishing written works of  interest for the local community, North Carolina, and the 
entire United States. Established in 2017, Redhawk Publications offers over 130 titles to 
date and is one of  only three community colleges nationwide with a publishing press. For 
additional information on Redhawk Publications, visit their website at https://
redhawkpublications.com, or contact Patty Thompson at pthompson994@cvcc.edu. 
 

For feature interview consideration or additional information, contact the co-editors at:  
Susan Harris sepharris@bellsouth.net 
Robin Nicholson rickynrob2161@gmail.com  

https://tinyurl.com/SalemLutheranUnitedChurch
mailto:sepharris@bellsouth.net
mailto:rickynrob2161@gmail.com
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There was a rich man who was quite distressed over the prospect of not 
being able to take his riches with him when he died. 
 
So, before he died, he loaded his briefcase with two gold bars from his 
private vault and left instructions to have the case locked with the key, 
handcuffed it to his wrist and the key placed into his grave clothes. His 
family carried out his orders correctly, to the letter. 
 
When he appeared at the pearly gates, he had the briefcase with him, key 
in hand. 
 
St. Peter asked, “What do you have in your suitcase?” 
 
Very proudly, the man unlocked the case, opened it and 
displayed his two gold bars. 
 
St. Peter said, “Isn’t that special! You brought pavement.” 
 
 
 
 
 
There are two Emmanuel Lutheran Churches in the NC Synod. We are one 
of them. Where is the other located? 
 
1. Cedar Falls 
2. High Point 
3. Millers Creek 
4. Summerfield 
5. Valdese 

 
 
 

Answer: 2 

          Thank you for the many cards, calls, food and prayers 
given for my recent knee surgery.  

           It is a blessing to be part of Emmanuel's church family. 
 

           Peace & Love, 
           Susan Boyd 

https://nclutheran.org/
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 Matthew 16:21-26 
 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of  the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of  
his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.” 
 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples 

that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of  the elders and chief  priests and 

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, 

“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If  any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 

their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if  they gain the whole world but forfeit 

their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

 27“For the Son of  Man is to come with his angels in the glory of  his Father, and then he will repay 

everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 

before they see the Son of  Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

Ministry in Action -  September 
  

September 3 September 10 September 17 September 24 

Greeters 
Phyllis Scronce 

Susan Boyd 
James Gantt 

Margaret Christopher 
Ben Robinson 

Emily Robinson 
Rudy Rudisill 

Paulette Rudisill 

Lector John Cromer Chuck Yoder Jennifer Huskey David Bynum 

Crucifer Jennifer Little Mary Ellen Bridges Jennifer Little Jennifer Huskey 

Acolyte Jennifer Huskey Judy Shuford 
 

Hannah Brooks 
 

Mary Ellen Bridges 

Communion Asst Steve Lounsbury David Bynum Ben Robinson John Cromer 

Altar Flowers Available Available Available 
Steve & Cathy  

Lounsbury 

Monthly Duties September 2023 

Councilperson Shannon Mitchem    

Altar Guild Cathy Lounsbury Rhonda Thompson   

Ushers 
Steve Lounsbury 

(Captain) 
Rudy Rudisill 
Jody Rhyne 

Randy Zimtbaum 
Ben Robinson 
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Faith5 Corner by Bob Lake 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Share:    Share your highs and lows 
 
Read:      Matthew 16:21-26 
 
Talk:    Slowly reflect on the reading.  My soccer players used to ask why they 

had to run during practice.  We often feel that there must be a better 
and easier way.  Can you find fault with Peter’s response to Jesus 
declaration about His suffering and death?  Do you think that Satan 
had tempted Jesus to find an easier way?  Jesus said we should deny 
ourselves and “take up their cross and follow me.”   What does this 
mean to you?  How can you deny yourself  and become a disciple?  
How can we bear the burden of  the cross?  These are tough 
questions for us to answer and they test our faith.  But Jesus assures 
us that even though we may suffer our faith will be rewarded.  Peter 
understood Jesus’ message and was eventually crucified in Rome. 

 
Pray:  Thank you Jesus for your willingness to suffer and die on the cross 

so that we may be saved.  You have taught us how we should live our 
lives.  We know that You will forgive us if  we sometimes fall short of  
your expectations.  We know that if  we try to follow You, your 
heavenly Father will reward us. Amen 

 
Bless:  “_____, Jesus has called you to follow Him”  
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 Shirley Barnes, Susan Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, Max 
Edwards, James Gantt, Suzette James,  Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy 
Perkins, Jim Sain, Paula Turner, Joan Warren, Pat Wilburn, Rick Norine and 
family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Tommy  London 
(father of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew 
Milholland (Pastor Mike), Jane Smith (mother of Kathy Cromer), Larry Clark 
(John Lawson),  April Wellman (Susan Boyd), Rosa Guerra (Susan Boyd), Rob 
Gregor (Susan Boyd), Anita Cable (mother in law Ashley Peaslee), Charles 
Ferguson (son-in-law Judy Blanc), Doug Norwood (Dara Jarrett), Bill Gibbs Jr. 
(Amy Brown), Bobbie Robinson (Kirk Herbertson), Ken Smith (brother of 
Kathy Cromer) 
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Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Training 

 
On September 10th we will have training for the Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 

for those who were not able to attend the training on August 14.  It will be conducted by a 

couple of  our members.  This will be immediately after worship and will last 

approximately 30 minutes. 

The training is for  Hands-Only CPR (CPR without breaths) 

 

 

 

 

 

 It’s time to start rehearsing again. 
 

Chancel Choir will begin on Wednesday, September 6 at 7 PM 
in the Choir Room. 

 
Bell Choir will begin on Wednesday, September 13 at 6 PM in 

the Sanctuary. 

Saturday, September 9 at 9 AM 
 
The clean-up will be primarily in our sanctuary, north wing and fellowship hall.  By 
having members clean periodically we avoid having to hire a cleaning service.  With 
enough volunteers, the cleaning can be accomplished in an hour.  We have a few 
dedicated members that clean our offices and education 
building on a weekly basis.  Council Members cleaned the 
nursery and upstairs Sunday School rooms in July. 

Church Office will be closed  
Monday, September 4  

in observance of   
Labor Day 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Adam Long  8/01 
Tonya Lawson  8/11 
David Wise  8/13 
Heather Lackey  8/15 
Colleen Lounsbury 8/15 
Betty King  8/18 
Jim Williams  8/18 
Emerie Stinson  8/19 
Larry Blanc  8/20 
Allison Brown  8/25 
Mindy Denton  8/25 
Jennifer Little  8/26 
Hayden Doehling  8/28 
Wayne Little  8/29 
Michael Hance  8/31 
 
   
  
 
  
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 

Emmanuel’s Free Little Pantry 
 

Personal Care Items Needed: 
Socks (ladies and men’s)  

 
 Food Items Needed 

 
Pop-Top cans of: 

Beanie Weenies, Green Beans, Corn, Potted Meat, Vienna 
Sausages 

Pop Tarts, Crackers, breakfast bars, etc. 
 

Thank you for helping fill the Pantry for our community 


