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Like a Family Reunion! 

It was like seeing family for the first time in three years.  Synod Gathering, I mean.  
Worship was glorious, and the required masks couldn’t stifle the songs in our hearts 
that finally, together, rose from our hearts and our lips.  Amid so many challenges 
facing the world and the church, the heaviness that will indeed call us to decision 
and action, we offered no motions, engaged in no debates, and passed no legislation.  
We shared time together in worship and learning and fellowship.  Sweet nurture for 
our souls. 

Allow me to lift up two highlights for me.  The first was what I shared in my Bishop 
Time on Friday morning: my own conviction about stepping up personally to address 
and reform the seeming acceptance of our “Mass Shooting of the Day” culture.  
There were 264 mass shootings this year already before Synod Gathering, and then 
three people were murdered in a gunfight just up the road from us in Hickory 
followed by several more mass shootings (when four or more are shot) just over this 
past weekend alone.  We have to yank this out of the partisan vortex and come up 
with not only bipartisan but common-sense reform of our gun laws—at the very 
least around so-called assault rifles made only to kill as many as possible in as short a 
time as possible.  I spoke passionately and personally about my commitment to this 
at the Gathering. 

The highlight wasn’t my talk.  The highlight was that evening when one of the 
Gathering participants, a layperson who for 22 years was a weapons instructor with 
the Marines, approached me kindly but quite upset to disagree with my position and 
to make it clear that despite much affirmation, not everybody who is a Lutheran 
feels how I feel.  While I was aware of that and expected significant pushback, what 
I want you to know is that as we talked for nearly an hour.  I know he listened to me 
and heard some background on my perspective, and I listened to him and heard an 
obviously very different perspective. 

While we did not (and will not) change one another’s minds, we did find a few 
points of common ground.  For example, I agreed that we will not (and perhaps 
should not) eliminate all guns, there should be federally-mandated (not state) waiting 
periods, and maybe ammunition limits, for automatic (or modifiable to automatic 
weapons as well as required training, licensing, and background checks.  What gave 
me hope is that I made my impassioned point and plea.  Somebody who vehemently 
disagreed with me, instead of attacking me on social media, came and talked with me 
for a long time, we both listened to each other and agreed to hear, and instead of 
demonizing and dismissing the other, we committed to do our best to build together 
on common ground.  If we bring together a task group, I will likely invite him to be 
a part of it. 

The other highlight was the energy around announcing the Bishop’s Challenge 
which is that as part of the Lutheran Services Carolinas’ (LSC) Be the Light campaign, 
we want at least 70% of our congregations (138) participating over the next 18 
months in helping to welcome refugees.  We expect that, along with South Carolina 
Synod, we will be welcoming through LSC 750 refugees with probably 90% of them 
from Ukraine.  You may learn more about the opportunity to be a part of a Circle of 
Welcome for refugees at nclutheran.org/NC-bishops-challenge/. 

 

Volume 3, Issue 23 

JUNE 8, 2022 

 SEEDS OF HOPE! 

 
ELC Seeds of 

Hope 
 

 
 

ELC Seeds of 
Hope 

 
is published weekly to 

keep members and 

friends together during 

there time of physical 

distancing! 

 

 

 

 

Information 

submitted for 

publication must 

be received by 

Tuesday of Each 

week.   

 

e-mail to 

lifewithemmanuel

@gmail.com 
 

Mission Statement: 
 

As the body of Christ, 
fed and nourished 

through worship, we 
are called to serve all 

people, through the use 
of our gifts to proclaim 
God’s justice, mercy 

and love. 
 

Our Vision: Striving to 
Thrive with Vitality! 

https://nclutheran.org/nc-bishops-challenge/


SEEDS OF HOPE! June 8, 2022 

 

Scripture consistently urges us to welcome the stranger.  As early as Genesis, Abraham and Sarah 
in welcoming the stranger entertain angels without knowing it.  These angels bear the promise of 
a future for what will become the Jewish nation through the (impossible) birth of a son.  Jesus 
reminds us in Matthew 25 that the sheep will include those who, among other things, “welcome 
the stranger.”  Leviticus 19 in the law code reminds us that you must welcome the stranger, “for 
you were once strangers in the land of Egypt.”  And there are dozens more scriptural 
exhortations.  We are people of welcome.  Clearly, our theological and scriptural tradition and our 
faith lead us to help those who are struggling, including refugees.  And remember, not only 
ancient Israel was a stranger in Egypt, but so was the holy family when they sought refuge in 
Egypt after King Herod issued his edict to kill all the boy babies two and under for fear that a 
new “king of the Jews” had been born to displace him. 

For all that, from a practical perspective, there’s another reason I think this challenge is critical 
right now.  We’ve been through—we’re going through—so much heaviness and uncertainty.  
Most of our congregations are struggling and not quite sure what the future might hold.  We need 
to get outside of ourselves and focus our energy less on what we can’t control and more toward 
the ways we can help.  As Mother Teresa said, “You can do no great thing.  Only small things 
with great love.”  Our collective “small thing” of welcoming a Ukrainian (or Afghan or Syrian) 
family will be a life-giving miracle for a family, for a child, giving them a new start and a new 
hope.  Doing it all together will bind us in uncertain times as church and synod to a common 
purpose for a noble and faithful cause.  I urge you and your congregation to participate and join 
me and LSC President Ted Goins for one of our information sessions about being part of a 
Circle of Welcome at 7 p.m. on either Tuesday, June 14; Wednesday, July 20; or Wednesday, 
August 17.  Sign up to attend one of these info sessions. 

Blessings, beloved ones, on this journey we share.  With Jesus at the center, the new thing God is 
doing among us will bless us, and through us, the world God in Jesus so loves. 

Walking with you, 

 

Tim Smith, NC Synod Bishop 
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June 12 
 

“O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”  
Today we celebrate the holy Trinity.  Paul writes that through Jesus 
we have peace with God, whose love pours into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, giving us lasting hope.  We celebrate the gracious 

One-in-Three, eternal Three-in-One, as we worship in community; 
as we share water and word, bread and wine; and as we bring God’s 

love and hope to our neighbors.  

http://bit.ly/NC-bishops-challenge
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Definitions: 
 
Bulletin: 1 ) Something to read during the sermon;  2) a fan used in 
churches without air conditioning; 3) your receipt for attending church.      
Choir: A group of people who sing loudly enough to enable the rest of 
us to lip-sync all hymns. 
Recessional hymn: The final hymn,  and usually the quietest of all hymns 
because so many parishioners have already left before it is sung. 
Ushers: The only guys in the church who still do not know the actual 
seating capacity of a pew. 
Relics: Older members who still remember when to sit,  stand,  and 
kneel during worship. ***** 

We are looking into re-opening the 
Nursery soon. 
 
To do this we will need people to help 
out in the nursery. 
 
If you are interested, please contact 
the office at 704-735-9033 or e-mail 
me at lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com 

The Holy Spirit in the Bible 
 

We all know that the Trinity consists of God the Father, Jesus his Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. We are often not clear on what the Holy Spirit is. The phase Holy Spirit appears 
96 times in the New Testament (NRSV). Jesus said that God would send us an Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, who will teach us everything and will  remind us  what Jesus taught us 
(slight paraphrase of John 14:26).  
 

Does the phrase Holy Spirit appear in the Old Testament (NRSV)? 
 

1. Never in the Old Testament 
2. Yes, in Daniel, four times 
3. Yes, in Isiah, three times 
4. Yes, in Jeremiah, twice 
5. Yes, in Psalms, once 

Answer: 2, 3, and 5 are correct. 
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Psalm: Psalm 8 
 
 1O | LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of  the mouths of  in- | fants and 
children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger.   
 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of  your fingers,  the moon and the stars you have 
set | in their courses,  
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of  them,  human beings that you 
should | care for them?   
 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine;  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works | of  your hands;  you have put all things un-
 | der their feet:   
 7all | flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts | of  the field,  
 8the birds of  the air, the fish | of  the sea,  and whatever passes along the paths | of  the 
sea. 
 9O | LORD our Lord,  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  
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Ministry in Action -  June 
  

June 12 June  19 June 26 July 3 

Greeters 
John Cromer 

Yvonne Cromer 
Paula Turner 

Barbara Carpenter 
George Boyd 
Susan Boyd 

 
Milton Rice 
Linda Rice 

 

Lector Jennifer Huskey Ben Robinson Beth Collins Randy Zimtbaum 

Crucifer Nayshaun Holiday Katelyn Leonhardt John Cromer Matthew Heavner 

Acolyte Quinlyn Cornwell Jennifer Little Jennifer Huskey Hannah Brooks 

Communion Asst Ruth Murphy David Bynum Jennifer Little Vera Lanier 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Phyllis Scronce Available Lounsbury Judy Jones 

Monthly Duties June 2022 

Councilperson Nancy Pales      

Altar Guild Kelly Rudisill Alison Zimtbaum   

Ushers Steve Lounsbury (Captain) 

 
Dan James 

Ellis Dunston 
 

Derick Smith 
Ben Robinson 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Holy Trinity Sunday 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read:     Psalm 8 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  Have you ever stared out over the ocean and felt a 
wave of  awe wash over you?  Or looked upon a majestic mountain 
range and had your breath taken away?  Our spirits are attuned to the 
power of  the Holy Spirit.  Our bodies rise in praise as we breathe in 
the very breath of  God. 

 
 The glory of  God is unfathomable and yet, we experience it; 

incomprehensible and yet, we know it.  The mystery of  the Godhead, 
the Holy Trinity, eludes us and yet, we are invited to participate in the 
holy conversation. 

 
 In a world where so much seems amiss, we pause to ponder where the 

glory of  God is being revealed.  Where do you see God’s activity in the 
world today?  In your back yard?  Your house?  Your neighborhood?  
What stops you in your tracks to offer God praise?  What brings you 
true and lasting joy? 

 
Pray:  O Lord, your glory shines round about us, if  we would but be still and 

observe. Quiet our busy-ness to be attentive to your Spirit. Open our 
eyes as well as our hearts to the wonders you have made.  Amen 

 
Bless:     “_______, you are a precious gift of  God’s making.” 
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Stewardship - Giving away an appreciated asset 
 

Most Americans make their contributions to charity by writing checks or even setting 
up automatic payments from checking accounts, or through credit cards. Emmanuel is happy 
to receive your gifts however you choose to make them, including Simply Giving and Title.ly 
as discussed in a prior newsletter. 

 

If  you have any appreciated stock or mutual funds, you can likely benefit 
tremendously by gifting the appreciated asset directly to the church.  As a church, we do not 
pay capital gains taxes.  You, as the donor, get the opportunity to deduct the value of  the 
stock on the date you give it to the church if  you are able to itemize your deductions. 

 

Here is an illustration of  how this can work 
 

 
Of  course, you should check with your tax advisor to discuss your personal situation to 
determine if  this scenario works for you.  
 

 We are able to receive your stock gifts here at the church.  Contact Nancy Truitt, 
financial secretary to learn how to transfer the stock directly to the church (Unless you are 
giving away a capital loss, you should likely not sell the stock yourself.  Instead it should be 
transferred from your account directly to the church account). 
 
 
Stewardship 

  Giving Cash Giving Appreciated Stock 

Value of Gift $5,000 $5,000 

Tax savings with deduction at 24% 
rate 

($1,200) ($1,200) 

Tax savings from no capital gains 
(15% rate) 

N/A $300 

Net cost of cash gift $3,800 $3,500 

         

Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Noah Brooks (son of Mindy Brooks Denton), 
Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, Marianne Doehling, Page 
Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul Driscoll, Martha Duncan, Max Edwards, 
James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael 
Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  
Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen 
(Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor 
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of 
Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan 
Boyd), Tommy   London (father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of 
Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland 
(Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), 
Judith Dew (Marianne and Page Doehling), Dottie Vandenburg (Tonya 
Lawson), Glenn Mosteller Jr. (Glenn Mosteller) 
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Our wonderful Outreach Committee has done it again! 
Battleground had their 5th grade cook-out on June 1st and Emmanuel 

helped out with the food.  What a great time the kids had.   
Thank you so much for all you do! 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

As of March 23 the State and County are no longer reporting numbers 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of May 30 - 17.62% 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of June 6 - 19.54% 

Lincoln County current cases as of May 30 - 80 

Lincoln County current cases as of June 6 - 158 

 

Cherry Deal  6/02 
Marianne Doehling 6/04 
Taylor Eaddy  6/05 
Katelyn Leonhardt 6/05 
Malcolm Derr  6/08 
Amy Rome Kiser  6/08 
James Eadie  6/10 
Jeffery Harrill  6/14 
Charlee Wise  6/15 
Millie Propst  6/18 
Bertie Bassett  6/19 
Joe Cline  6/20 
Cathy Lounsbury  6/20 
Gail Little  6/22 
Barbara Mosteller 6/23 
Hannah Brooks  6/24 
Cynthia Robinson 6/24 
Pat Cherry  6/25 
Judy Jones  6/25 
Kees Geerken  6/26 
Thomas Deal  6/27 
Michael Bynum  6/28 
Rebecca Hawn  6/28 
Charles Yoder  6/28 
Rusty Rhyne  6/29 
Tim Wise  6/29 
Ben Robinson  6/30 

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


