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Jesus is Risen! The Church Follows 

 
In 2019, we voted at our Synod Assembly to move to an every-other-year business 
synod assembly.  We determined that since one of our guiding principles is 
cultivating whole and healthy leaders (lay and clergy), we could use the off year to 
have instead a Synod Gathering.  This gathering would be for worship, fellowship, 
celebration, and workshops across the spectrum of church life.  Better still, this 
gathering would be not just for a constitutional allotment of voting members like an 
assembly year; it would be for anyone and everyone who would like to attend.  That 
said, our Synod Gathering in 2020 was canceled due to COVID, and this year we 
plan on having it June 2-4 on the campus of Lenoir-Rhyne University in Hickory.  
Accordingly, we will be following L-R protocols, including that all participants be 
vaccinated (first two shots; boosters preferred but not required). 
 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the ELCA will be our churchwide 
representative.  She will preach at the Thursday worship service and will deliver a 
report from the ELCA.  The deadline for registration is Monday, May 16, so if 
you haven’t registered already, please do so now.  The many workshops offered 
range from “Growing Young” (an answer to the FAQ of “How do we get the youth 
back?”) to an introduction to the new ELCA worship resource and hymnal 
supplement “All Creation Sings.”  Remember when With One Voice came out 27 
years ago?  This is the corresponding new one for this generation.  Other workshops 
include “Creating a Culture of Generosity” (growing giving in your congregation), 
“The Church and Civic Engagement” a social statement being worked on (or 
“should the church be involved in politics?”), and many more workshops on 
everything from laughter to welcome. 
 
Learn more, register, and find promotional materials for your congregation on 
the Synod Gathering event page.  You can come for everything for three days, 
one worship service, one workshop—your choice.  We are so very overdue for a 
chance to be together as a synod.  It will have been three years.  Please try to join us 
for part of it if you can. 
 
Synod Gathering will be Thursday through Saturday, June 2-4, in Hickory, North 
Carolina.  Fast forward a couple of months and from Monday through Friday, 
August 8-12, nearly 1,000 voting members will gather in Columbus, Ohio for the 
Churchwide Assembly—the highest governance authority in the ELCA.  This is 
where policies are set, constitutional requirements are revised, and positions on 
social issues are debated and voted on.  I encourage you to read more about 
the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 
 
The NC Synod has 15 voting members, elected at our Synod Assembly a year ago, 
who are heading to Columbus, Ohio August 8-12 for the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly.  I am going to represent our NC Synod as its bishop (St. John’s, 
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Salisbury).  Our synod vice president, Diana Haywood (Abiding Savior, Durham), is the other 
automatic voting member.  Elected voting members are Brooke Watson-Summerour from 
Advent in Charlotte, Pastor Grace Gravelle from Holy Trinity in Raleigh, Doug Nelson from 
Augsburg in Winston-Salem, Katie Neuhauser from Christ the King in Cary, David Johnson 
from Church of the Abiding Savior in Durham, Pastor Cassie Overcash from Grace in 
Thomasville, Mike Hix from Messiah of the Mountains in Burnsville, Pastor Greg Williams, 
retired and member of Nativity, Arden but serving as Interim Executive Director for 
Agape+Kure Beach Ministries, Grace Robinson from Kimball in Kannapolis, Deacon Katie 
Rivers from St. Mark’s in Asheville, Paul Phillips from Good Shepherd in Raleigh, Robin 
Huffman from Macedonia in Burlington, and Pastor Paul Wollner from Augsburg in Winston-
Salem. Several other NC Synod people are going as visitors. 

We know we’ll be approving a 3-year budget, electing an ELCA Vice-President (after the sudden 
death last August of former ELCA VP Bill Horne, who was the churchwide rep for our 2021 
online assembly in which we had a bishop election), hearing lots of reports, worshiping daily, and 
much more.  We don’t know yet, since Synod Assembly season is just now starting among the 65 
ELCA synods, exactly what resolutions/memorials may come to the floor, but we do expect 
there to be a number of them about various issues, including at least one synod calling for a re-
constitution of the ELCA as a whole. 

Please pray for our June Synod Gathering and for the NC Synod voting members and for all of 
the ELCA in Columbus this August as we celebrate our life together as this church.  It’s my 
privilege to serve among NC Lutherans in these times of upheaval and transition, knowing that 
the Gospel always undergirds us and provides for the Church what we need in Christ. 

Walking with you, 

 

NC Synod Bishop 
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May 29 

 

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he 
offered shortly before his death, the petitions of  the ascended 

Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. 
Jesus prays for us.  In holy baptism we become believers in God, 
have our robes washed in the flood of  Christ’s forgiveness, and 

receive the gift of  life forever with all the saints.  
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Every Sunday we sing Angus Dei during communion. It starts with 
“Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.” The phrase is based on which of the 
following? 
 

1.  John the Baptist upon seeing Jesus approaching. 
2.  John of Patmos’ vision as described in the Book of Revelation 
3.  The Apostle John exclamation to Jesus during the Last Supper. 
4.  Isaiah’s prophecy about Jesus in Second Chronicles. 
5.  Peter’s response to Jesus after the resurrection. 
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A pious man who had reached the age of 105 suddenly stopped going to 
church. Alarmed by the old fellow’s absence after so many years of 
faithful attendance the pastor went to see him. He found him in excellent 
health, so the pastor asked, “How come after all these years we don’t see 
you at services anymore?” 
 
The old man looked around and lowered his voice. I’ll tell you, Pastor,” he 
whispered. “When I got to be 90 I expected God to take me any day. But 
then I got to be 95, then 100, then 105. So I figured that God is 
very busy and must have forgotten about me ….. and I don’t want 
to remind Him.” 

Answer: 1. John 1:29 

I wish to thank you for your cards and your calls during my recent surgery.  When you hear 
the “C” word,  what’s left in life is a bit scary.  We just need to remember to trust God with 
the blessings AND the challenges in our life.  Jesus handled challenges by turning to God 
and so should we. 
 
May I say to all of  you…thank you, the gift you have for helping others in life's situations 
is wonderful —— this gift comes from Him through trusting and prayer.  How lucky I am 
that He chose you to help people such as I.   

Pat Cherry 
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Gospel: John 17:20-26 
 
[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf  of  these, but also on behalf  of  those who will believe in 
me through their word, 21that they may all be one.  As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may 
they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  22The glory that you have 
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 
them even as you have loved me.  24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may 
be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of  the world. 
 25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have 
sent me.  26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which 
you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
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Ministry in Action -  May 
  

May 29 June 5 June 12 June  19 

Greeters 
Julie Leonhardt 

Katelyn Leonhardt 
Randy Zimtbaum 

Sue Zimtbaum 
John Cromer 

Yvonne Cromer 
Paula Turner 

Barbara Carpenter 

Lector Jennifer Little Steve Lounsbury Available Ben Robinson 

Crucifer Mary Ellen Bridges Matt Heavner Nayshaun Holiday Katelyn Leonhardt 

Acolyte Jennifer Huskey Hannah Brooks Quinlyn Cornwell Jennifer Little 

Communion Asst Vera Lanier Cathy Lounsbury Ruth Murphy David Bynum 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Available Available Phyllis Scronce Lounsbury 

Monthly Duties May 2022 

Councilperson Julie Leonhardt      

Altar Guild Cora Lee Jarvis Julie Leonhardt   

Ushers Steve Lounsbury (Captain) 
Rudy Rudisill 
Jim Williams 

Leon Harmon 
John Cromer 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Seventh Sunday of  Easter 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: John 17:20-26 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  The camp song, “They’ll Know We Are Christians 
By Our Love” begins, “We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the 
Lord.”  This week’s text listens in on Jesus’ prayer that all may be one 
as he and the Father are one. What does it mean to be one in God?  
What does it mean to be one with our neighbor?  We spend so much 
time in our lives differentiating ourselves from one another, don’t we?  
We like to categorize people, put them in comfortable little boxes with 
generalizations like “poor,” “homeless,” “black,” “white,” “Christian,” 
“liberal,” “conservative,” etc. We tend to divide people into “us” and 
“them”. 

 
 But what if  there truly is only “we”?  All of  us children of  God, 

created of  the same stuff, filled with the same breath of  God?  How 
does that inform how we are to treat one another?  How can we do 
harm to another if  “they” are “us”? While our diversity is a gift from 
God, our separateness is not.  Otherwise this prayer of  Jesus would 
make no sense.  

 
 We belong to God and to one another.  What does it feel like to 

belong, to be accepted, and truly loved?  How can we be a truly loving, 
welcoming community, where people feel like they belong? 

 
Pray: Unifying Spirit, you formed us all from the dust of  the ground, and 

you continue to breathe your breath into all people.  Unite us as one as 
Jesus prayed. Help us see the face of  Christ in our neighbors and offer 
the love in which we all belong.  Amen 

 
Bless:     “_______, you are God’s beloved.” 
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Get free at-home COVID- 19 tests 

 
Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4 free at-home COVID-19 tests. The tests are completely free. Orders will 
usually ship in 7-12 days. 

Order your tests now so you have them when you need them. 

 

Go to:  COVIDtests.gov  

         

Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Noah Brooks (son of Mindy Brooks Denton), 
Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, Marianne Doehling, Page 
Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Martha Duncan, Max Edwards, 
James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael 
Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  
Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen 
(Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor 
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug 
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman 
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy   London (father 
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend 
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer 
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page 
Doehling), Dottie Vandenburg (Tonya Lawson), Glenn Mosteller Jr. (Glenn 
Mosteller) 

As the body of  Christ, fed and nourished through worship, we are called to serve ALL PEOPLE 
through the use of  our gifts to proclaim God’s justice, mercy and love. 

 
The purpose of  this committee is to extend Christian Compassion and helpfulness to the 
ill, the aged, the orphaned, the underprivileged, the imprisoned and in general to people 
in need of  aid in body and soul. 
 

We truly must listen…..Stand witness, and provide an openness where there are no boundaries and 
we stand as equals. 
 

Areas where our special gifts have been used include: 
 
Free Mini Pantry - supplied by the generous donations of  our wonderful church family.  
It is filled by various committee members on a need basis schedule (mainly guided by it’s 
usage).  Committee chair checks every other day on what has been taken.  It is refilled as 
needed to keep it stocked. 

https://www.covidtests.gov/
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Battleground Elementary - Contacts include:  Tracy Eley principal; Rhonda 
Thompson, office personal at Battleground/Church Member. 
As a Title 1 Elementary School, Battleground has always had needs for the children 
who attend the school and for their families.  These needs include girl/boy underwear, 
clothing, shoes, and school supplies.  The teachers at Battleground also need help with 
stocking their classrooms with some essential supplies including tissues, wipes, 
disinfectants, etc… 
Battleground has a lot of  school pride too and it is supplemented by Emmanuel in the 
use of  cheer baskets, breakfast biscuits, hot chocolate bombs, and special desserts on 
holidays. 
 
Christian Ministries - Canned Food Drives in September (God’s Work, Our Hands) 
and February (Souper Bowl of  Caring).  In the past, Emmanuel has raised over 1,000 
canned items for both of  these events.  Monetary donations are also received.  Our 
soup kitchen feeds more than 124 people on an average day.  That’s 7 days a week, 365 
days a year! 
 
Hesed House of  Hope - is a national model for ending homelessness in our 
community - one person, one family at a time.  We as a church family help when needs 
arise. 
 
Blood Drive - Emmanuel has in the past held twice a year community blood drives in 
our fellowship hall.  Due to Covid and the need to be safe, we have not held a blood 
drive lately.  This will be revised in the spring/summer. 
 
Relay for Life - It’s mission is to save lives, celebrate lives and lead the fight for a 
world without cancer.  Held usually in early May, Emmanuel has sponsored a team and 
raised money for Relay for Life during it’s yearly event.  We also honor and remember 
our loved ones lost to cancer during part of  the ceremony. 
 
Committee Members include: 
Suzanne Rhyne, Emily Robinson, Amy Brown, Tonya Lawson, Laurie Heavner, 
Paulette Rudisill, Rudy Rudisill, Doris Little, Cathy Lounsbury, Beth Collins, Pastor 
Mike Collins and Committee Chairperson Julie Leonhardt. 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

As of March 23 the State and County are no longer reporting numbers 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of May 16 - 16.98% 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of May 23 -  16.83% 

Lincoln County current cases as of May 16 - 60 

Lincoln County current cases as of May 23 - 86 

 

Milton Rice  5/02 
Jan Huitt  5/03 
Julie Leonhardt                5/03 
Smitty Little  5/05 
Mary Ellen Bridges 5/06 
Elaine Harmon  5/06 
Kelly Rudisill  5/08 
Matthew Byrd  5/09 
Bob Lake  5/11 
Nancy Pales  5/11 
Jacob Stone  5/12 
Ashleigh Eadie  5/14 
Steve Lounsbury  5/16 
Ryan Cromer  5/20 
Keith Saine  5/22 
Margaret Turner  5/23 
Fred Jarrett  5/26 
John Lawson  5/27 
Hailey Cornwell  5/29 
Martha Duncan  5/29 
Cora Lee Jarvis  5/30 
Milton Lynch  5/31 
    

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


