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Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. - Revelation 22:1
Often called the “Good Doctor,“ Robert Lowery was a cheerful man with a
big beard and a quick mind. He pastored many Baptist churches in the eastern
United States during the mid-1800s. One friend said, “Very few men had
greater ability in painting pictures from imagination. He could thrill an
audience with his vivid descriptions, inspiring them with the same thoughts
that inspired him.” The Good Doctor, however, was best remembered for his
hymns. Even in childhood he had composed tunes, and as he became
acquainted with leaders in American hymnology he realized that he could
reach more people through his songs than through his sermons.
The doctor’s best known hymn is “Shall We Gather at the River?” Often used
at baptisms and funerals, this hymn about heaven came to Lowery on a midsummer’s day in New York, when, in the sweltering heat, he began musing
about the cool, crystal river that flows through the city of God as described in
Revelation 22. Lowery wrote this of the birth of the hymn:
One afternoon in July, 1864, when I was pastor at Hanson Place Baptist
Church, Brooklyn, the weather was oppressively hot, and I was lying on a lounge
in a state of physical exhaustion. I felt almost incapable of bodily exertion, and
my imagination began to take itself wings. Visions of the future passed before
me with startling vividness. The imagery took the form of a tableau. Brightest
of all were the throne, the heavenly river, and the gathering of the saints. My
soul seemed to take new life from that celestial outlook. I began to wonder why
the hymn writers had said so much about the “river of death” and so little about
the “pure water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
the Lamb.” As I mused, the words began to construct themselves. They came
first as a question of Christian inquiry, “Shall we gather?” Then they broke
out in a chorus, “Yes, we’ll gather.” On this question and answer the hymn
developed itself. The music came with the hymn.
Blessings,
John M. Lineberger
Director of Music
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May 22
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul
has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be.
Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding
and power beyond human imagination.

Parents - time to brag!
Please make sure you let the church office know about your
children’s life events!

Birth? Graduating? Driver’s License? Clubs?
Emmanuel Lutheran is interested in our kids. Please let me
know about any special events that have happened with your
family this last year.
We would love for you to share your news and even pictures!
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New Communion Practice When the pandemic hit, we had to quickly
find the safest way to share in the Lord’s Supper. The pre-sealed
communion packets were difficult to open, but they allowed us to celebrate
Holy Communion after months without. Just prior to the pandemic
reaching its stride, we purchased 4 pouring chalices, but were never able to
use them. Their time has come. Starting on Maundy Thursday we will be
using our pouring chalices to distribute the wine and grape juice. When you
come forward for communion, after receiving the bread, you will receive an
empty cup. The communion assistant will then pour wine or grape juice into
your cup. After partaking of communion just place your empty cup in the
trash receptacle on the way back to your seat. It may take a little getting
used to, but we believe it will be a welcome change. Thanks for your
understanding as we seek to worship faithfully.

Which of the following well known Hymns are not in our Hymnal?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Old Rugged Cross
Be Still, My Soul
I Believe (in the Sun)
Because He Lives

Answer: 1, 2, 3, and 4 – none of them are in our hymnal

TOP TEN SIGNS YOU MAY NOT BE READING YOUR BIBLE ENOUGH:

10) The Preacher announces the sermon is from Matthew … and you check the table of contents.
9) You think Abraham, Isaac & Jacob may have had a few hit songs during the 60’s.
8) You open to the Gospel of Luke and a WWII Savings Bond falls out.
7) Your favorite Old Testament Patriarch is Hercules.
6) A small family of woodchucks has taken up residence in the Psalms of your Bible.
5) You become frustrated because Charlton Heston isn’t listed in either the Concordance or the Table of Contents.
4) Catching the kids reading the Song of Solomon, you demand: “Who gave you this stuff?”
3) You think the Minor Prophets worked in the quarries.
2) You keep falling for it every time when Pastor tells you to turn to First Condominiums.
And the number one sign you may not be reading your Bible enough:
1) The kids keep asking too many questions about your usual bedtime story: “Jonah the Shepherd Boy and His Ark of
Many Colors.”
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Ministry in Action - May
May 22

May 29

June 5

June 12

Greeters

Susan McConnell
Phyllis Scronce

Julie Leonhardt
Katelyn Leonhardt

Randy Zimtbaum
Sue Zimtbaum

John Cromer
Yvonne Cromer

Lector

Chuck Yoder

Jennifer Little

Steve Lounsbury

Jennifer Huskey

Crucifer

Matt Heavner

Nayshaun Holiday

Matt Heavner

Nayshaun Holiday

Acolyte

Jennifer Little

Jennifer Huskey

Hannah Brooks

Quinlyn Cornwell

Communion Asst

Randy Zimtbaum

Vera Lanier

Cathy Lounsbury

Ruth Murphy

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

George and Susan Boyd

Available

Available

Phyllis Scronce

Monthly Duties May 2022
Councilperson

Julie Leonhardt

Altar Guild

Cora Lee Jarvis

Julie Leonhardt

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury (Captain)

Rudy Rudisill
Jim Williams

Leon Harmon
John Cromer

Gospel: John 14:23-29
23Jesus

answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me
does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent
me.
25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have
said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father
is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when
it does occur, you may believe.”
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

John 14:23-29

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? Whenever I read this passage I can’t help but think
of my parents. When they spoke I was expected to obey them. But
why? What was our relationship built on? Do you think parents
generally have their children’s best interests at heart? Do we listen to
them out of fear of punishment if we don’t, or is it something more?
Why should we listen to God?
As Jesus warns of his departure, he reminds the disciples that he will
not abandon them. Who will be sent in his place? What is an
advocate; what does an advocate do? Why is it important to have an
advocate? Have you ever thought of the Holy Spirit as an advocate?
In light of his departure Jesus offers us his peace. How does Jesus’
peace differ from the peace the world has to offer?

Pray:

Loving God, you provide for our every need. All that we have is
ultimately from you. Help us listen to your word out of the love you
share with us. Bolster our relationship that our ears may always be
attuned to your voice. And when we are deaf to you, may your Spirit
be our advocate until we are attentive once again. Amen

Bless:

“_______, God is speaking to you, listen.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page
Doehling), Dottie Vandenburg (Tonya Lawson)

Get free at-home COVID-19 tests
Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4 free at-home COVID-19 tests. The tests are completely free.
Orders will usually ship in 7-12 days.
Order your tests now so you have them when you need them.

Go to: COVIDtests.gov

As the body of Christ, fed and nourished through worship, we are called to serve ALL PEOPLE
through the use of our gifts to proclaim God’s justice, mercy and love.
The purpose of this committee is to extend Christian Compassion and helpfulness to the
ill, the aged, the orphaned, the underprivileged, the imprisoned and in general to people
in need of aid in body and soul.
We truly must listen…..Stand witness, and provide an openness where there are no boundaries and
we stand as equals.
Areas where our special gifts have been used include:
Free Mini Pantry - supplied by the generous donations of our wonderful church family.
It is filled by various committee members on a need basis schedule (mainly guided by it’s
usage). Committee chair checks every other day on what has been taken. It is refilled as
needed to keep it stocked.
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Battleground Elementary - Contacts include: Trey Eley principal; Rhonda
Thompson, office personal at Battleground/Church Member.
As a Title 1 Elementary School, Battleground has always had needs for the children
who attend the school and for their families. These needs include girl/boy underwear,
clothing, shoes, and school supplies. The teachers at Battleground also need help with
stocking their classrooms with some essential supplies including tissues, wipes,
disinfectants, etc…
Battleground has a lot of school pride too and it is supplemented by Emmanuel in the
use of cheer baskets, breakfast biscuits, hot chocolate bombs, and special desserts on
holidays.
Christian Ministries - Canned Food Drives in September (God’s Work, Our Hands)
and February (Souper Bowl of Caring). In the past, Emmanuel has raised over 1,000
canned items for both of these events. Monetary donations are also received. Our
soup kitchen feeds more than 124 people on an average day. That’s 7 days a week, 365
days a year!
Hesed House of Hope - is a national model for ending homelessness in our
community - one person, one family at a time. We as a church family help when needs
arise.
Blood Drive - Emmanuel has in the past held twice a year community blood drives in
our fellowship hall. Due to Covid and the need to be safe, we have not held a blood
drive lately. This will be revised in the spring/summer.
Relay for Life - It’s mission is to save lives, celebrate lives and lead the fight for a
world without cancer. Held usually in early May, Emmanuel has sponsored a team and
raised money for Relay for Life during it’s yearly event. We also honor and remember
our loved ones lost to cancer during part of the ceremony.
Committee Members include:
Suzanne Rhyne, Emily Robinson, Amy Brown, Tonya Lawson, Laurie Heavner,
Paulette Rudisill, Rudy Rudisill, Doris Little, Cathy Lounsbury, Beth Collins, Pastor
Mike Collins and Committee Chairperson Julie Leonhardt.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Milton Rice
Jan Huitt
Julie Leonhardt
Smitty Little
Mary Ellen Bridges
Elaine Harmon
Kelly Rudisill
Matthew Byrd
Bob Lake
Nancy Pales
Jacob Stone
Ashleigh Eadie
Steve Lounsbury
Ryan Cromer
Keith Saine
Margaret Turner
Fred Jarrett
John Lawson
Hailey Cornwell
Martha Duncan
Cora Lee Jarvis
Milton Lynch

5/02
5/03
5/03
5/05
5/06
5/06
5/08
5/09
5/11
5/11
5/12
5/14
5/16
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/26
5/27
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
As of March 23 the State and County are no longer reporting numbers

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of May 7 - 15.82%
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of May 16 - 16.98%
Lincoln County current cases as of May 9 - 40
Lincoln County current cases as of May 16 - 60

Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

