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A Rotten Deck and Resurrection Hope 
 

The boards were weathered grey and splintering, while old knots were 
dropping out leaving the appearance of  Swiss cheese.  Water pooled in the 
cupped surfaces of  the wood as the edges reached their way skyward.  The 
cats had used the railing as scratch pads shredding them to little nests of  fire 
starter.  The deck was no longer safe, and each step was a step of  faith.  
Something had to be done. 
 
At first it seemed a simple repair might be in order, but at each stage of  the 
demolition another issue was revealedð the decking, the rails, the joists, the 
posts, the frame.  It became a major project.  I called contractor/friend/
parishioner, John Lawson, for advice, and he came over straight away to assess 
the situation.  Ever since my kitchen make-over, John has been my go-to 
person.  He has the skill set and the brains to figure out what needs to be 
done, and to do it.  Honestly, I was intimidated by the whole thing, but I 
wanted to do it.  I wanted to be able to do it.  I wanted to learn.  Patiently, 
John built up my confidence and gave me òpermissionó to mess it up.  òThatõs 
how you learn,ó he told me. 
 
So, I messed it up, and I learned.  Nothing is unfixable; itõs just more time and 
money.  But the sense of  accomplishment is well worth the mistakes, the time 
and the money.  Like they say, Materials -$4,500, Gas to and from Lowes (20+ 
times) - $100, Standing on a deck that I helped rebuild ð priceless.  My dying 
deck was resurrected, and even my grandson, River, helped. 
 
Years of  the pandemic have beaten against the church and splintered many of  
our ministries.  What had òalwaysó been solid ground, doesnõt feel so stable 
anymore.  Many of  the folks who have helped shore us up, pillars of  the 
congregation are no longer here.  The scope of  re-entering ministry in this day 
and time is daunting.  For two years a skeleton crew of  folks has been writing 
and re-writing the blueprints for this ever changing structure.  Many others 
have provided the financial resources to keep us redesigning and cautiously 
moving forward.  But where do we go from here?  What is our vision for the 
future here at Emmanuel?  Who will help us live into mission to which God is 
calling us?  The truth is that we canõt rely on a choice few to carry us forward, 
to rebuild our old ministries, and to dream of  the new ones.  Everyone is 
needed.  All hands on deck. (Yes, all pun intended) 
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Through the waters of  baptism, God called each of  us into the mission of  the church.  
Each of  us was claimed by God, called by name, and commissioned into service.  We are 
all a part of the ministry to which is calling us.  I canõt do it all.  The Church Council canõt 
do it all.  Together, as the body of  Christ in this community, we can help to build the 
kingdom of  God, one little piece at a time.  
 
And if you donõt think you can make a difference, let me tell you a little story of big love.  
Aria is seven, yet compassionate beyond her years.  She exudes empathy and has a huge 
heart for others.  She had heard stories from family of  the needs of  those less fortunate 
than her family.  She decided she would hold a bake sale.  With her creative spirit, she 
baked cookies with sprinkles and chocolate kisses, and other delectable delights.  Then her 
grandmother Elaine got in on the baking, as well.  Friends and neighbors came to check 
out her sweet treats, and soon everything was gone.  By the end of  the day she had raised 
well over $100.  And that was the gift she gave to the Pastorõs Discretionary Fund at 
Emmanuel.  Her gift was received graciously to the glory of  God, and has already made a 
difference in the lives of  people in our community.  We can all make a difference.  And 
knowing we invested our time and resources toward Godõs plan to make the Gospel 
known to all the worldé  Priceless.  That is resurrection hope. 
 
Peace,  
 

 нPastor Mike  
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May 8 
 

The gift of  new life, of  eternal life, is the gift of  the risen Christ.  It 
is the promise of  Jesus.  It was true for Dorcas in Joppa.  It was 
true for those òwho have come out of the great ordealó in the 

Revelation vision.  It is true for us and for all the baptized:  Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life, and I 

will dwell in the house of  the Lord forever.  
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According to the NRSV of the Bible, how many times is loving your neighbor 
specifically mentioned on the Bible. 

 
 

A. 11 
B. 39 
C. 78 
D. 104 
E. 191 
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New Communion Practice   When the pandemic hit, we had to quickly find 

the safest way to share in the Lordõs Supper.  The pre-sealed communion 

packets were difficult to open, but they allowed us to celebrate Holy 

Communion after months without.  Just prior to the pandemic reaching its 

stride, we purchased 4 pouring chalices, but were never able to use them.  

Their time has come.  Starting on Maundy Thursday we will be using our 

pouring chalices to distribute the wine and grape juice.  When you come 

forward for communion, after receiving the bread, you will receive an empty 

cup.  The communion assistant will then pour wine or grape juice into your 

cup.  After partaking of communion just place your empty cup in the trash 

receptacle on the way back to your seat.  It may take a little getting used to, 

but we believe it will be a welcome change.  Thanks for your understanding 

as we seek to worship faithfully.   

Answer: A. Surprising 11, based on searching in Biblegateway on the words 
ñloveò and ñneighbor ò. Of course, if Jesus said it once, that should be enough.  

The pastor always used the phrase, òIt might be worse,ó when some 
calamity would come his way.  
 
One day a friend said to him, òIõve something to tell you, and you wonõt 
be able to use your favorite phrase. I dreamed last night that I died and 
went to hell.ó   
 
òIt might be worse,ó said the preacher.   The friend came 
unglued: òman alive, how could it be worse?ó  to which the 
pastor replied: òit might be true.ó 
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John 10:22-30 
 
22At that time the festival of  the Dedication took place in Jerusalem.  It was winter, 23and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the portico of  Solomon.  24So the Jews gathered around him and said to 
him, òHow long will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.ó  25Jesus 
answered, òI have told you, and you do not believe.  The works that I do in my Fatherõs name testify 
to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep.  27My sheep hear my voice.  
I know them, and they follow me.  28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.  No one will 
snatch them out of  my hand.  29What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one 
can snatch it out of the Fatherõs hand.  30The Father and I are one.ó 
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Ministry in Action -  May 
  

May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29 

Greeters 
Leon Harman 
Keith Saine 

Ben Robinson 
Emily Robinson 

Susan McConnell 
Phyllis Scronce 

Julie Leonhardt 
Katelyn Leonhardt 

Lector John Cromer David Bynum Chuck Yoder Jennifer Little 

Crucifer Matt Heavner Joe Rhyne Matt Heavner Nayshaun Holiday 

Acolyte Mary Ellen Bridges Available Jennifer Little Jennifer Huskey 

Communion Asst Randy Zimtbaum Jennifer Huskey Randy Zimtbaum Vera Lanier 

Videographer Shelly Caffey Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers The Little Cousins 
Steve and Cathy  
Lounsbury 

George and Susan 
Boyd 

Available 

Monthly Duties May 2022 

Councilperson Julie Leonhardt      

Altar Guild Cora Lee Jarvis Julie Leonhardt   

Ushers Steve Lounsbury (Captain) 
Rudy Rudisill 
Jim Williams 

Leon Harmon 
John Cromer 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Fourth Sunday of  Easter 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: John 10:22-30 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  Have you ever wondered if  all this Church / God 
stuff was real?  Have you ever wished that the heavenõs would open 
and you could see God in all Godõs glory?  Have you ever just wanted 
to be sure, to be certain that what you believe is actually true?  If  so, 
then you are not alone.  What does it feel like to have doubts? 

 
 The Jewish leaders wondered about Jesus and asked him, òIf you are 

the Messiah, tell us plainly.ó  How did he respond?  Have we witnessed 
his answer?  Are our ears attentive to the voice of  the shepherd?  
There are so many other voices that challenge our world view, that 
compete against our faith.  Is your life complicated trying to sort out 
all the voices?  How might you òbe still and know that God is God?ó  
What are you doing intentionally to quiet the noise so that God can 
speak to you and you can hear? 

 
 Might you benefit from setting aside a specific time each day to pray? 

Is there a special place that might center you as you quiet yourself  in 
the presence of  God?  What does it feel like when you connect with 
God? 

 
Pray: Good Shepherd, your sheep belong to you and hear your voice.  Help 

us to listen through the noise of  competing voices. Help us to focus 
on your word, and let our other thoughts simply move along.  Hold us 
fast that nothing can separate us from your love.  Amen 

 
Bless:     ò_______, Listen, the Shepherd is calling you by name.ó 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

         

PAGE 5 



SEEDS OF H OPE! May 4, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max 
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, 
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara 
OõNeill),  Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehlingõs father) James 
McIlveen (Marianne Doehlingõs brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor 
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug 
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman 
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy   London (father 
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend 
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer 
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page 
Doehling) 

Thursday May 5th is the National Day of  Prayer 
 

At 6 PM, the Lincoln County Family YMCA in Lincolnton will hold a prayer service near 

the parking lot in front of  the Y.  Several ministers will participate and anyone who cares 

to do so may come.  Music and Prayers, what a great way to celebrate this day.  

Early voting continues until the Saturday before Primary Election Day.  If  you aren't 
already registered, you can't vote on May 17th, but you can register and vote at the same 
time during Early Voting. 
 

In Lincoln County, there are four Early Voting locations: 
Lincoln Board of  Elections, Elections Room: 451 Salem Church Road, Lincolnton 
Wm. Lentz Recreation Ctr. (gym) @ Betty Ross Park, 800 Madison Street, Lincolnton 
West Lincoln Library, 4797 Westwinds Road, Lincolnton 
East Lincoln Community Center, 8160 Optimist Club Road, Denver 
 

You may vote at any of  these locations Monday-Friday May 2nd - May 13th from 8 AM 
- 7:30 PM each day 
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What a joyous time was had on May 1 as women of Emmanuel gathered in 
the Fellowship Hall for the first time in over two years.  
 
Conversations and laughter filled the room as we enjoyed an afternoon of 
time together!  Emmanuelõs ongoing work of social ministry to our schools 
and to the community, especially the unhoused, was shared and plans made 
to help to continue and support this ministry.   
 
Organizing the quilting closet is underway and plans are in the works to 
begin quilting again in the fall.  

 
God is good! 


