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A Rotten Deck and Resurrection Hope

The boards were weathered grey and splintering, while old knots were

dropping out leaving the appearance of Swiss cheese. Water pooled in’ e aton -

cupped surfaces of the wood as the edges reached their way skyward.

cats had used the railing as scratch pads shredding them to little nests of fire

starter. The deck was no longer safe, and each step was a step of faitt

Something had to be done. ELC Seeds of
Hope

At first it seemed a simple repair might be in order, but at each stage of

demolition another issue was revéalesl decking, the rails, the joists, the

posts, the frame. It became a major project. | called contractor/friend/ ELC Seeds of

parishioner, John Lawson, for advice, and he came over straight away t Hope

the situation. Ever since my kitchen ruade®, John has been mytgo is published weekly to

person. He has the skill set and the brains to figure out what needs to | keep members and

. L. ) friends together during
done, and to do it. Honestly, | was intimidated by the whole thing, but/| | there time of physical

wanted to do it. | wanted to be able to do it. | wanted to learn. Patientl distancing!
John built up my confidence and 0
how you | earn, 6 he told me.
Information
So, | messed it up, and | | ear ne submitedfor /4
money. But the sense of accomplishment is well worth the mistakes, th| be racened by
and the money. Like they say, Mate#id|500, Gas to and from Lowes (20  Tuesday of Each
times) $100, Standing on a deck that | helped rebpiideless. My dying e
deck was resurrected, and even my grandson, River, helped. e-mail to
lifewithemmanuel
Years of the pandemic have beaten against the church and splintered r @9mail.com
our ministries. What had oal way S
anymore. Many of the folks who have helped shore us up, pillars of the ~
a

congregation are no longer here. The scopeeoitagng ministry in this day M ssion
and time is daunting. For two years a skeleton crew of folks has been\ As the body
and rewriting the blueprints for this ever changing structure. Many othe| f €9 uag”hd o
have provided the financial resources to keep us redesigning and cautic are cal l ed t
moving forward. But where do we go from here? What is our vision for P £ ° P 'u C B o
. ; . . ] gi fits
future here at Emmanuel? Who will help us live into mission to which C Go@ justice,
calling us? The truth is that v amel 1 ov)
to rebuild our old ministries, and to dream of the new ones. Everyone i; Our Vision: Striving to
needed. All hands on deck. (Yes, all pun intended) Thrive with Vitality!

Continued on page 2
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The qift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Chrisf. It
is the promise of Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It I as
true for those owho have cfpme

Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Srely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and |
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Through the waters of baptism, God called each of us into the mission of the c
Each of us was claimed by God, called by name, and commissioned into servicé|.
all a part of the ministry to whioch
do it all. Together, as the body of Christ in this community, we can help to build
kingdom of God, one little piece at a time.

And i f you donot think you can make
Aria is seven, yet compassionate beyond her years. She exudes empathy and
heart for others. She had heard stories from family of the needs of those less f
than her family. She decided she would hold a bake sale. With her creative spi
baked cookies with sprinkles and chocolate kisses, and other delectable delights

knowing we invested our time and
known to all t he worl de Pricel ess.

Peace,

+ Pastor Mike

{[IKE}
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New Communion Practic&Vhen the pandemic hit, we had to quickly fiA
the safest way t o s ha-sealedicammunior

packets were difficult to open, but they allowed us to celebrate Holy

Communion after months without. Just prior to the pandemic reachin
stride, we purchased 4 pouring chalices, but were never able to use t
Their time has come. Starting on Maundy Thursday we will be using
pouring chalices to distribute the wine and grape juice. When you co
forward for communion, after receiving the bread, you will receive an
cup. The communion assistant will then pour wine or grape juice into
cup. After partaking of communion just place your empty cup in the t
receptacle on the way back to your seat. It may take a little getting us
but we believe it will be a welcome change. Thanks for your understa
as we seek to worship faithfully.

Bible Quiz

According to the NRSV of the Bible, h
specifically mentioned on the Bible.
All Lou
B 30 YOUR U
C.78 ~YOURSELF.
D.10 4 Mask 12:31
E.191
nous 89 p|hoys 1eYyl ‘8B2UO0 11 pleS snsar 41 ‘@sinod2io@yhb 12ypuwevo Y
Aemajeba |gig ul Bulyosleas U0 paseq ‘TT Buirsiidinsg "y J1amsuy

Houenlv

umonr

The pastor al waysd ts end gthh edaghhemmd sssoane
calamity would come his way.
One day a friemw@esaoncet oi hgmto t &l |
be able to use your favorite phrase.
went td@ hell.
dt might dseiwdortshee, plrheca dhrere.n ][Kﬁ'“m
unglt‘maadn alive, how aduwl dvhiitcl D
pastor etpImiegdh:.té6 be true. [][‘SB'

N
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Ministry in Action - May

May 8 May 15 May 22 May 29
Greetels Leon Harmpn Ben Robi phs&nosan McCpnnralllie Leg
Keith SailneEmily RobinBbwnllis HcKanee yn Le
Lector John Cromer David ByhumChuck YogerJennifer
Cruci fer Matt Heavper Joe Rhyrne Matt Heayn®Eayshaun {H
Acol yt e Mary EIl Il en| BriAlgeeisl able Jenni fer | LiJtetnlng f er
Communioh ABRamndy Zi mtlbadennni fer [HuRsaknedyy Zi mt baVWewr a Lanji
Vi deogr daphe8helly Caffeyadon RhlyneJadon RhyynedJadon Rhly
Al'tar FllowE&hs Little C§ﬁ£%i\6ﬁ%abr;criy®aetogggyed ang SuAsvaanilable
Monthly Duties May 2022
Council pgersldwml ie Leornhardt
Al'tar Gluil @ora Lee Jardvilsi e Ledqnhardt

Ru ud. iléon Har mon
Ushers| Steve Lounsbury\]iené/,q,\ﬁtle]dl nzl)mjsohn CroFuer

John 10:2:30

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It wagandtdesus wa

walking in the temple, in the portico of Solontd8o the Jews gathered around him and saic
hi m, oHow | ong will you keep us i n?’esussp
answered, o0l have told you, and you do

to me;2%ut you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 8hBegheep hear my voic

hard
nha

ittt

us ke

LS

U7

to
e NS
Ot
e.

snatch them out of my hantWVhat my Father has given me is greater than all else, and n
can snatch it oudiThefFathkererFadrmderidsahanan

| know them, and they follow m#l give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No orﬂe will

one
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Share: Share your highs and lows

Read: John 10:230

Talk:  Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention @s y T ey
read the passage? Have you ever wondered if all this Church | Go <& SHARE
stuff was real? Have you ev|er Dhighsandow
and you could see God in all CREAD
to be sure, to be certain that what you believe is actually true? (If sc ™ gt o
then you are not alone. What does it feel like to have doubts? -
The Jewish | eaders wondered |ab ;mm:fg::m
the Messiah, tell us pl ai nl y|l. 0  yubgsudions
his answer? Are our ears attentive to the voice of the shepherd? Y PRAY
There are so many other voices that challenge our world view, that ~ dlorr B
compete against our faith. Is your life complicated trying to sort out  adiws
al | the voices? How mi ght youﬂBLESS
What are you doing intentionally to quiet the noise so that Godcan " 7 &
speak to you and you can hear? wwwfaiths.org
Might you benefit from setting aside a specific time each day to| pray®
Is there a special place that might center you as you quiet yourgelf i
the presence of God? What does it feel like when you connect with
God?

Pray: Good Shepherd, your sheep belong to you and hear your voice. He
us to listen through the noise of competing voices. Help us to focus \/_\\
on your word, and let our other thoughts simply move along. Hpld u: \;«_ﬁ
fast that nothing can separate us from your love. Amen '

P
Bl ess: o) , Listen, the & , —71

Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Fourth Sunday of Easter

BE’
STILL

- AND -

PSALM 4610
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cronjler,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Mjix
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, JimjiSain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barba

Od Nei | 1), Sawyer Parris, Phi |l cl |
Mcl |l veen (Marianne Doehlingds bJfoth
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (BrotHgr of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeterdaimof Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sitelaw of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Forem

(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy London|(father
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beanf (friend
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jefjnifer
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Pfge
Doehling)

Thursday Mayttis the National Day of Prayer

NATIONAL
DAYe/ PRAYER

At 6 PM, the Lincoln County Family YMCA in Lincolnton will hold a prayer servicq near
the parking lot in front of the Y. Several ministers will participate and anyone wh¢@ cares
to do so may come.

Music and Prayers, what a great way to celebrate this day.

In Lincoln County, there are four Early Voting locations:
Lincoln Board of Elections, Elections Room: 451 Salem Church Road, Lincolntdn
Wm. Lentz Recreation Ctr. (gym) @ Betty Ross Park, 800 Madison Street, Lincplnton
West Lincoln Library, 4797 Westwinds Road, Lincolnton

East Lincoln Community Center, 8160 Optimist Club Road, Denver

You may vote at any of these locations MeRddsy May 2ndMay 13th from 8 AM
- 7:30 PM each day

Early voting continues until the Saturday before Primary Election Day. If you argn't
already registered, you can't vote on May 17th, but you can register and vote at|the same
time during Early Voting.
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