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No, He Wouldn’t! 

We were having a discussion—okay, an argument—in the Christian Education 
Committee of  my first parish.  I was wanting to commune children, and the 
chair of  the committee was adamantly opposed.  The topic was unofficially 
tabled when she in frustration declared, “Jesus would roll over in his grave if  
we did that!” 

I knew immediately something was very wrong with what she said, but in the 
heat of  the argument the reason, embarrassingly, eluded me.  “Jesus would roll 
over in his grave…Jesus would roll over in his grave?”  As I walked across the 
parking lot to the parsonage, it hit me.  “Wait!  No!  Jesus would NOT roll 
over in his grave because he’s not there!  Easter!”  How could I have been so 
obtuse about the very foundation of  our faith? 

The Christian Ed. matriarch, of  course, knew better also.  It was just a 
euphemism, with Jesus as the subject for emphasis and because we were at 
church.  Still, according to the way Luke will this month present that first 
Easter morning, confusion is the Easter norm.  No risen Jesus appearances.  
No conversations in the garden.  The women are doing the logical, normal 
thing in the face of  death.  Remember, anoint, grieve, bury.  Dead people stay 
dead.  Some foolish strangers ask, “Why do you seek the living among the 
dead?  He is not here.  He is risen!”  How could anyone be so cruel? 

Unless…  No, it’s all too puzzling, too impossible.  Still, we do wonder in our 
deepest moments and in our darkness, “Where, if  anywhere, might I find 
meaning, purpose, and hope in a world that reeks of  betrayal, broken 
relationships and dreams, maniacal autocrat invasions, global pandemics, guilt, 
grief, fear, death?”  Searching desperately for somewhere hopeful to land in a 
world gone mad yet wondering if  the angels and the old country song might 
be right, that in following this Jesus, we’ve sadly been “looking for love in all 
the wrong places.” 

It would almost be better never to have believed him, never to have followed, 
never to have hoped.  If  by some miracle the angels are right, we have to face 
something infinitely more difficult than death: Life.  Changed life at that.  It’s 
not the change itself  that’s paralyzing.  It’s the loss that comes with that 
change.  Like the cycle of  domestic abuse teaches us, we’d rather return to 
familiar pain than to venture into the unknown.  I’d rather be driving the bus 
as it goes over the cliff  than trust someone else to drive it.   
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We neither expect nor welcome surprises like Easter.  Better to have Jesus safely and 
predictably anointed for burial and sealed in the tomb than to have him on the loose out 
there up to who-knows-what and expecting me to follow him there! 

The whole point and centrality of  Easter—not just in our liturgical year but in our very 
lives—is that God has done and is doing a new thing, bringing life out of  death, and 
business as usual is at best denial and at worst unbelief.  Our world, our politics, our 
culture, are undeniably changing at light speed.  So is our church.  And in the dark, we 
wander in a stupor doing the only thing we know to do.  We bring spices to the tomb.  
Remember.  Anoint.  Grieve.  Bury. 

It’s totally understandable, if  sad, except for that one little detail my Christian Education 
chair and we as the whole church forget.  Easter!  He’s not here!  He is risen!  And angels 
who chide us, “Why, Church, do you seek the living among the dead?”  Why is your 
cemetery fund 1000 times greater than your mission budget?  Who are you worshiping 
anyway?  What are you so afraid of? 

I’m fully trusting and invite you to do the same.  Because of  Easter’s promise, neither 
Jesus, nor the Church, nor any of  us as individuals are consigned to rolling over in our 
graves.  If  love wins, then life, abundant life, wins.  But somebody other than me or you is 
driving that bus. 

Easter’s rich blessings, hope, assurance, and life be with you this week and always! 
 
 
 

Bishop Tim Smith, NC Synod 
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Sunday, May 1 
The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen 

Jesus.  Wading in the water (remembering baptism) and eating with 
Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly encounter with 
the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again:  Do you love me? 
And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the 

Easter life to others.   
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Greetings!!! Happy Spring!!!  
 

We would like to invite all women of  Emmanuel Lutheran Church to a 
gathering on Sunday, May 1, 2022.  We will meet at 3:00 in the Fellowship 

Hall  for  a time of  conversation and refreshments! 
 

Can’t wait to see you all as we gather for an afternoon of  being 
together!!!! 
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April is Emmanuel’s month to collect food for the Pantry/Soup Kitchen. 

New Communion Practice   When the pandemic hit, we had to quickly find 

the safest way to share in the Lord’s Supper.  The pre-sealed communion 

packets were difficult to open, but they allowed us to celebrate Holy 

Communion after months without.  Just prior to the pandemic reaching its 

stride, we purchased 4 pouring chalices, but were never able to use them.  

Their time has come.  Starting on Maundy Thursday we will be using our 

pouring chalices to distribute the wine and grape juice.  When you come 

forward for communion, after receiving the bread, you will receive an empty 

cup.  The communion assistant will then pour wine or grape juice into your 

cup.  After partaking of communion just place your empty cup in the trash 

receptacle on the way back to your seat.  It may take a little getting used to, 

but we believe it will be a welcome change.  Thanks for your understanding 

as we seek to worship faithfully.   

Pantry Needs: 
 

Pop Topped Canned items (Spam, Stew Beef), 
Corn, Rice, Cracker, Mac & Cheese and clothes 
detergent 
 

Soup Kitchen Needs: 
 
10” Foam Plates 
12 oz Styrofoam cups 
Plastic forks and spoons and napkins 
Plastic gloves for staff 
55 gallon & Tall kitchen trash bags 
Gallon size Tea Bags 
Hand Sanitizer - large bottles 
 

Women of  Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
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Gospel: John 21:1-19 
 
1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; 
and he showed himself in this way.  2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.  3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”  
They said to him, “We will go with you.”  They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.  5Jesus said to them, 
“Children, you have no fish, have you?”  They answered him, “No.”  6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of 
the boat, and you will find some.”  So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 
many fish.  7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”  When Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea.  8But the other disciples came in the boat, 
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.  10Jesus said to them, “Bring 
some of the fish that you have just caught.”  11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn.  12Jesus said to them, 
“Come and have breakfast.”  Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was 
the Lord.  13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  14This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?”  He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  16A second time 
he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  Jesus 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  Peter felt hurt 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?”  And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.”  Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  18Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to 
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished.  But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.”  19(He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he would glorify God.)  After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
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Ministry in Action -  May 
  

May 1 May 8 May 15 May 22 

Greeters 
Amy Brown 

Suzanne Rhyne 
Leon Harman 
Keith Saine 

Ben Robinson 
Emily Robinson 

Susan McConnell 
Phyllis Scronce 

Lector Beth Collins John Cromer Chuck Yoder David Bynum 

Crucifer Nayshaun Holiday Zachary Zagorski Joe Rhyne Matt Heavner 

Acolyte Katelyn Leonhardt Hannah Brooks Mary Ellen Bridges Jennifer Little 

Communion Asst Paula Turner Beth Collins Jennifer Huskey Randy Zimtbaum 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Available Available 
Steve and Cathy  

Lounsbury 
George and Susan 

Boyd 

Monthly Duties May 2022 

Councilperson Julie Leonhardt      

Altar Guild Cora Lee Jarvis Julie Leonhardt   

Ushers Steve Lounsbury (Captain) 
Rudy Rudisill 
Jim Williams 

Leon Harmon 
John Cromer 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Second Sunday of  Easter 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: John 21:1-19 
 
Talk:  Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your attention as you 

read the passage?  A futile night of  fishing, a miraculous catch, a feast 
of  fish, Peter’s redemption, there is a lot going on in this text.  Much of  
this echoes other parts of  John’s Gospel.  Did you read any of  this and 
think that it sounded familiar?  Many scholars believe that chapter 21 
was not original to the Gospel, but added sometime later.  If  this is the 
case, why might chapter 21 have been added? How does chapter 20 
end?  

 
 Once again the disciples are fishing and come up empty, but Jesus tells 

them to cast the net on the right side of  the boat, and the catch was so 
great that they couldn’t haul it in.  But is this story really about fish?  
How might the call of  Jesus, the work of  the disciples, and the haul of  
fish speak to us today? 

 
 Jesus and the disciples share a meal. Even though the fish were caught 

by the disciples in their boats, and they hauled them in, who is the host 
of  the breakfast?  Who is the host of  our holy meal together?   

 
 Jesus then addresses Peter.  Three times he asks him if  he loves him.  

And three times he says he does.  But with each “yes,” Jesus tells Peter 
there are expectations.  Love has consequences – “Feed my lambs.  
Tend my sheep. Feed my sheep.”  Love leads to action.  Do you think 
that there a correlation between the number of  times Peter denied 
knowing Jesus, and the number of  times Jesus asked him if  he loved 
him? 

 
 What might this story tell us about what it means to be the church? 
 
Pray: Holy God, you give us all good things according to your purpose.  You 

provide the food for bodies and the sustenance for our faith.  Help us 
approach all your gifts with an attitude of  gratitude.  Amen  

 

Bless:    “_______, you have been caught in the web of  God’s grace.” 
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max 
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, 
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara 
O’Neill),  Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James 
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan 
McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of 
Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor 
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug 
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman 
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy   London (father 
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend 
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer 
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page 
Doehling) 

It has begun 

Today the work began to finish the 
Stained Glass Window project!! 
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Four Catholic ladies are having coffee together. The first one tells her 
friends, “My son is a priest. When he walks into a room, everyone calls him 
‘Father’.” 
 
The second Catholic woman chirps, “My son is a Bishop. Whenever he walks 
into a room, people say, ‘Your Grace’.” 
 
The third Catholic woman says smugly, “My son is a Cardinal. Whenever he 
walks into a room, people say, ‘Your Eminence’.” 
 
The fourth Catholic woman sips her coffee in silence. The first three women 
give her this subtle “Well…..?” 
 
She replies, “My son is a gorgeous, 6’2″, hard bodied stripper. 
When he walks into a room, people say, ‘Oh my God…’.” 
 

 

In Matthew 25, Jesus says that the Son of Man will separate the sheep 
from the goats and that the Son of Man for their deeds.  Which one of 
the following is not on that list of deeds? 

 
 

A. Fed the hungry 
B. Gave drink to the thirsty 
C. Welcomed the stranger 
D. Gave clothing to the naked 
E. Cared for the sick. 
F. Visited those on prison. 
G. Prayed to the Lord 

Answer: G 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

As of March 23 the State and County are no longer reporting numbers 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of  April 10- 1.78% 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of April 18 - 4.51% 

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of April 25 -  7.99% 

Lincoln County current cases as of April 25 - 22 

Milton Rice  5/02 
Jan Huitt  5/03 
Julie Leonhardt                5/03 
Smitty Little  5/05 
Mary Ellen Bridges 5/06 
Elaine Harmon  5/06 
Kelly Rudisill  5/08 
Matthew Byrd  5/09 
Bob Lake  5/11 
Nancy Pales  5/11 
Jacob Stone  5/12 
Ashleigh Eadie  5/14 
Steve Lounsbury  5/16 
Ryan Cromer  5/20 
Keith Saine  5/22 
Margaret Turner  5/23 
Fred Jarrett  5/26 
John Lawson  5/27 
Hailey Cornwell  5/29 
Martha Duncan  5/29 
Cora Lee Jarvis  5/30 
Milton Lynch  5/31 
    

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


