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When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. John 20:19-20
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Right after the story of the resurrection, John’s gospel calls us to the disciples
and their fearful gathering. They’ve gotten Mary Magdalene’s news that she has
seen the resurrected Lord, but they’re still locked away in a room by
themselves out of fear. Since they won’t come to him, Jesus comes to them.
He appears in their midst and wishes them peace.
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How does Jesus reassure them in their fear and confusion? What does he offer
to give them peace? He shows them his body. He lets them look at his hands
and side – possibly to confirm the wounds from his crucifixion, but maybe
simply because they had seen those same hands and feet at work during their
years of ministry. He breathes the Holy Spirit into their midst from that same
body that walked with them, prayed with them, and now stands before them
resurrected.
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It’s always fascinating to me that Jesus doesn’t come back in some newlyperfect, otherworldly body. He’s flesh and bone like everyone else, wounds and
all. He may have died and returned, conquered death itself, and demonstrated
God’s power over evil, but he still has an actual, physical, human body like
anyone else. He returns in that same flesh that has touched lepers, performed
miracles, and held sacred texts. That body means something.
I keep coming back to the trust it shares: our bodies mean something. Jesus
comes to us in human flesh as a baby. He shows concern for people and their
physical selves through healing, feeding, and even bringing back to life. When
he is resurrected, he doesn’t come back as some rarified spirit. He comes back
as himself, still bearing the wounds of crucifixion, sending the disciples back
out into the world even though they’re afraid.
This is good news for us in so many ways, but especially because of how it
affirms our own bodies. We don’t need to see them as anything less than the
created, affirmed, blessed gift of God that it truly is. We don’t need to think of
our bodies as somehow separate from or opposed to our spiritual life. Jesus
came in a human body, defeated death in a
Continued on page 2
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Mission Statement:
As the body of Christ,
fed and nourished
through worship, we
are called to serve all
people, through the use
of our gifts to proclaim
God’s justice, mercy
and love.
Our Vision: Striving to
Thrive with Vitality!
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Sunday, April 24
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to
believe. Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the
Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to
believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating
Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus
will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion,
inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.

human body, and ascended into heaven in a human body.
Let us be ever thankful for our bodies, and use them for the service of God and for his
Glory.
Blessings,
John M. Lineberger
Director of Music

Mother-In-Law Dies In The Holy Land
A man, his wife, and his cranky mother-in-law went on vacation to the Holy Land. While
they were there, the mother-in-law passed away.
The undertaker told them, “You can have her shipped home for $5,000, or you can bury
her here in the Holy Land for $150”.
The man thought about it for a while and told the undertaker he would just have her
shipped home.
The undertaker asked, “Why…. why would you spend $5,000 to ship your mother-in-law
home when it would be wonderful to be buried here and spend only $150?”
The man said, “A man died here about 2000 years ago. He was buried here and three
days later, he rose from the dead.”
“I just can’t take that chance.”
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New Communion Practice When the pandemic hit, we had to quickly find the
safest way to share in the Lord’s Supper. The pre-sealed communion packets
were difficult to open, but they allowed us to celebrate Holy Communion after
months without. Just prior to the pandemic reaching its stride, we purchased 4
pouring chalices, but were never able to use them. Their time has come. Starting
on Maundy Thursday we will be using our pouring chalices to distribute the wine
and grape juice. When you come forward for communion, after receiving the
bread, you will receive an empty cup. The communion assistant will then pour
wine or grape juice into your cup. After partaking of communion just place your
empty cup in the trash receptacle on the way back to your seat. It may take a little
getting used to, but we believe it will be a welcome change. Thanks for your understanding as we seek to worship faithfully.

Women of Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Greetings!!! Happy Spring!!!
We would like to invite all women of Emmanuel Lutheran Church to a
gathering on Sunday, May 1, 2022. We will meet at 3:00 in the Fellowship
Hall for a time of conversation and refreshments!

Can’t wait to see you all as we gather for an afternoon of being
together!!!!

April is Emmanuel’s month to collect food for the Pantry/Soup Kitchen.

Pantry Needs:
Pop Topped Canned items (Spam, Stew Beef),
Corn, Rice, Cracker, Mac & Cheese and clothes
detergent

Soup Kitchen Needs:
10” Foam Plates
12 oz Styrofoam cups
Plastic forks and spoons and napkins
Plastic gloves for staff
55 gallon & Tall kitchen trash bags
Gallon size Tea Bags
Hand Sanitizer - large bottles
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Ministry in Action - April - May
April 24

May 1

May 8

May 15

Greeters

James Gantt
Margaret Christopher

Amy Brown
Suzanne Rhyne

Leon Harman
Keith Saine

Ben Robinson
Emily Robinson

Lector

Randy Zimbtaum

Beth Collins

John Cromer

Chuck Yoder

Crucifer

Zachary Zagorski

Nayshaun Holiday

Zachary Zagorski

Joe Rhyne

Acolyte

Quinlyn Cornwell

Katelyn Leonhardt

Hannah Brooks

Mary Ellen Brodges

Communion Asst

Jennifer Little

Paula Turner

Beth Collins

Jennifer Huskey

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Barbara O’Neill

Available

Available

Lounsbury

Monthly Duties April 2022
Councilperson

Ruth Murphy

Altar Guild

Katherine Geerken

Phyllis Scronce

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Guy Rudisill
Keith Saine

Randy Zimtbaum
Jody Rhyne

Gospel: John 20:19-31
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said
to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Second Sunday of Easter
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

John 20:19-31

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? I find it amazing that on the evening of Jesus’
resurrection the disciples are in hiding. They have heard that Jesus has
been resurrected from the women who went to the tomb and saw
Jesus. They have heard the words of Peter and the beloved disciple,
and yet still they are in hiding for fear of the Jews. But no locked door
could keep Jesus out. No, he enters into the upper room, through
locked doors into their deepest fear and offers peace. How often do
we lock ourselves away in fear? Has Jesus ever met you in your fears
and proclaimed peace? Jesus shows his disciple his hands and his side
as proof of his identity and then offers them his Spirit as he breathes
on them. They see first-hand who Jesus is and are given the gift of the
Holy Spirit.
But Thomas (who was called the twin) wasn’t with them. So they tell
him what they have seen and heard. Would you have been able to
believe simply on the basis of the word of the disciples who had been
so fearful themselves that they locked themselves in a room? Would
you not have expected to see the same evidence as the other disciples
before you believed? Thomas required nothing more than the other
disciples received.
A week later, the disciples were still locked in the upper room even
though Jesus had revealed himself to them. But this time Thomas was
with them. Jesus once again came in and stood among them. This
time he offered his hands and his side to Thomas, and Thomas came
to believe and professed Jesus as his Lord and his God.
Jesus then blesses all who have not seen him and yet have come to
believe. We are among those blessed. How have we come to believe
without seeing Jesus?

Pray:

Incarnate Jesus, as you came to your fearful disciples, come now to us.
Ease our fears and give us faith to follow you. Remove our doubts,
and leads us into the way of righteousness. Amen

Bless:

“_______, God has given you his Spirit and called you his own.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page
Doehling)

Each year we receive three special offerings for outside ministries.
This year’s Easter Offering was collected for Hesed House of Hope,
our local homeless shelter.
We received $1,321. to send to Hesed House.
Thank you all!
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Pray for Peace
As America pledges to accept 100,000 Ukrainian Refugees -- we should be waiting gladly
with open arms.
These people exhibit a courage and commitment to freedom that Americans and we as
Christians should look up to. We will be a better country for it.
We can learn so much from the Ukranians as we also can from other cultures when we
open our hearts!
An American President in the early 60’s once stated:
“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any
price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe,
to assure the survival and the success of liberty.”
So above all we give hope and pray to God for peace.
Dan James

According to the NRSV of the Bible, which gospel uses the word “Love”
most often?
A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. John

Answer: John uses the word
“Love” 39 times. The other three
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River Collins
Pat Hance
Wesley Leonhardt
Barbara O’Neill
Joan Warren
Virginia Watson
Laura Cromer
Molly Dellinger
Lavinia Kuck
Carolyn Ballard
Joan Hannan
Beth Collins
Joe Rhyne
Charles Vinson
Paul Driscoll
Ann Rhyne
Henry Saine
Lori Saine
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04/07
04/07
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04/15
04/15
04/21
04/28
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Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
As of March 23 the State and County are no longer reporting numbers

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of April 10- 1.78%
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of April 18 - 4.51%
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Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

