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Holy Week begins this Sunday with all the fanfare of a visiting dignitary. Loud shouts of
Hosanna, a parade of worshippers waving palm branches, hymns of the faith being sung, all to
herald in the king, our lord, Jesus the Christ. But what starts as a grand festivity, ends with the
realization of why Jesus has come to Jerusalem – to die. There is little more sobering than
feeling the words of our mouths and our hearts morph from “Hosanna” to “Crucify him!” Yet,
that is precisely where we find ourselves on Palm Sunday, and it sets the tone for the week
ahead.
If we follow the lessons for Holy Week, we will dive deeper into the mystery of Christ’s
Passion, his divine love being poured out for the sake of the world he came to save. They will
walk us through the last week of Jesus’ life, drawing us, with him, ever closer to the cross. It is
not an easy journey, each step is a step of faith, a step we’d rather not take. We don’t want to
witness what Jesus will have to endure. Yet, those who abide with Jesus in his darkest hour, will
see the light of his glory come shining in on Easter morning.
You are invited and encouraged to walk this path with Jesus through worship starting on Palm
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. We will gather outside to bless the palms and begin the procession into
the sanctuary as we sing, “All Glory, Laud, and Honor,” followed by the full liturgy with Holy
Communion.
Maundy Thursday (7:00 p.m.) will find us focusing on the new commandment that Jesus gave
as he instituted the Lord’s Supper. The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin word,
“mandatum” from which we get the word, “mandate” or “law.” On that holy night, Jesus
donned an apron and began to wash the feet of his disciples as a sign of humility and deep love.
Then at the meal, he took bread, blessed and broke it, saying, “This is my body given for you.”
Then he took the cup, blessed it and gave it to them to drink, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” Following the meal he said, “I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.” During our worship an optional foot washing will be offered for anyone who
wants to participate, followed by Holy Communion, and the stripping of the altar, visualizing
the stripping away from Jesus all he knew and loved.
Good Friday, (7:00 p.m.) an adaptation of the ancient Tenebrae service, leads us from light to
darkness, symbolizing the disciples’ allegiance moving away from Jesus. The abandonment and
death of Jesus is central to this evening’s worship, for where there is no death, there can be no
resurrection.
Easter Sunrise (6:30 a.m.) starts outside in darkness (weather permitting) reflecting that early
morning in which the women went to the tomb. As the sun begins to rise, so also does the
hope of resurrection begin to dawn on all who gather. The feeling of this service is one of
awakening joy.
Easter, (10:00 a.m.) the highlight of Christian worship, pulls out all the stops. It truly is the
feast of victory, of life over death, the promise of the resurrection realized in Jesus. The music
is celebrative, lifting our hearts heavenward. Holy Communion is offered, but in a more
traditional way. Gone are sealed communion packets. The Easter Cross will be decorated that
morning so please bring your flowers with you to worship to be placed in the cross.
We pray that you will take the opportunity to journey with us as we follow Jesus to the cross
and beyond this Holy Week. May it enrich your faith and draw you closer to the heart of God.
Peace,
☩ Pastor Mike
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Sunday, April 10
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each
waypoint of the journey marked by Jesus’ compassion for those who
would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though
persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced;
instead, he asks forgiveness for those who put him to death. We
have walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us invited
through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus.” We enter this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with
both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, trusting in God’s
redeeming love.
Pastor Terry Agner’s 90th birthday is this week. If you would
like to send him a card his current address is
Terry Agner
59 Oakhurst Drive
Arden, NC 28704

Women of Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Greetings!!! Happy Spring!!!
We would like to invite all women of Emmanuel Lutheran Church to a gathering on
Sunday, May 1, 2022. We will meet at 3:00 in the Fellowship Hall for a time of
conversation and refreshments!

Can’t wait to see you all as we gather for an afternoon of being together!!!!

April is Emmanuel’s month to collect food for the Pantry/Soup Kitchen.
Pantry Needs:
Pop Topped Canned items (Spam, Stew Beef),
Corn, Rice, Cracker, Mac & Cheese and clothes
detergent
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Soup Kitchen Needs:
10” Foam Plates
12 oz Styrofoam cups
Plastic forks and spoons and napkins
Plastic gloves for staff
55 gallon & Tall kitchen trash bags
Gallon size Tea Bags
Hand Sanitizer - large bottles
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New Communion Practice When the pandemic hit, we had to quickly find the
safest way to share in the Lord’s Supper. The pre-sealed communion packets
were difficult to open, but they allowed us to celebrate Holy Communion after
months without. Just prior to the pandemic reaching its stride, we purchased 4
pouring chalices, but were never able to use them. Their time has come. Starting
on Maundy Thursday we will be using our pouring chalices to distribute the wine
and grape juice. When you come forward for communion, after receiving the
bread, you will receive an empty cup. The communion assistant will then pour
wine or grape juice into your cup. After partaking of communion just place your
empty cup in the trash receptacle on the way back to your seat. It may take a little
getting used to, but we believe it will be a welcome change. Thanks for your understanding as we seek to worship faithfully.

Palm Sunday, April 10th
The congregation will gather in the North
Wing outside the usual worship space, so
that all may enter with a blessing and the
procession of Palms at the 10 AM service

Maundy Thursday, April 14th

Good Friday, April 15th

During the service, we recall the last
supper Jesus shared with his disciples and
Jesus’ new commandment that we love
one another.

The word ‘Tenebrae’ is Latin for shadows.
The purpose of the Tenebrae service is to
recreate the emotional aspects of the
passion story. To recreate the betrayal,
abandonment, and agony of the events
and it is left unfinished, because the story
isn’t over until Easter Day.

Service begins at 7 PM and will include
foot washing, communion and stripping
of the altar

Services begin at 7 PM
Easter Sunday, April 17th
Sunrise Services will begin at 6:30 AM
In the North Addition
Traditional Festival Worship begins at 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary
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Ministry in Action - April
April 10

April 14

April 15

April 17

Greeters

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Rudy Rudisill
Paulette Rudiill

Rudy Rudisill
Paulette Rudiill

Lector

Jennifer Huskey

John Cromer

Steve Lounsbury
Ben Robinson

Steve Lounsbury
Ben Robinson

Crucifer

Matt Heavner

Lent

Lent

Nayshaun Holiday

Acolyte

Jennifer Little

Lent

Lent

Katelyn Leonhardt

Bible Bearer

Lent

Lent

Lent

Jennifer Little

Torch Bearers

Lent

Lent

Lent

Hannah Brooks
Quinlyn Cornwall

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Shelly Caffey

Shelly Caffey

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Monthly Duties April 2022
Councilperson

Ruth Murphy

Altar Guild

Katherine Geerken

Phyllis Scronce

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Guy Rudisill
Keith Saine

Randy Zimtbaum
Jody Rhyne

Philippians 2:5-11
5Let

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited; 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of
death—even death on a cross.
9Therefore

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

Each year, Emmanuel receives three special offerings (Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter) that are designated for ministries or projects beyond
the congregation.

The Easter Offering this year has been designated to Hesed House of
Hope.

If you would like to contribute you may use your regular offering envelope,
writing “Easter 2022” on the other line
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
First Sunday in Lent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Philippians 2:5-11

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? The opening words of this passage really set the
tone for the whole text, “Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus.” What was in the mind of Jesus? Violence? Prejudice?
Hatred? Power? Prestige? Wealth? Then why is it that we aspire to
such things? Why do we chase after vain things, fleeting things?
Jesus was God, yet, he emptied himself of all the authority of the
Godhead, and became human. In humility, he became a servant even
to the point of death. What would it be like if each and every one of
us took seriously the admonition to have the same mind as Christ?
What would it mean for you personally, to be of the same mind as
Jesus? What steps could you take to align yourself more with him?
And from death, God raised Jesus that we too might be raised, that our
worship would be directed to the one who gives us new and abundant
life. How do we worship? How do we truly honor the One who
rescued us from sin and death?

Pray:

Servant Christ, your life was a living testimony to the love of God.
You emptied yourself and took on our humanity. Teach us to walk in
the way of humble faith, trusting in your mercy. Lead us in the way of
truth and grace. Amen

Bless:

“_______, you are truly a child of God.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page
Doehling)

On Sunday March 13, 2022, seven year old Aria Lynn wanted to
have her first neighborhood bake sale. She previously made
some of her “creations”, made a sign for her table and was
anxious to begin. After a few minutes, neighbors began to stop
and soon all of her items were sold. During this short period
sitting at her table she was able to collect $135.00. When it
became time to decide where to donate the funds, numerous
well deserving organizations were discussed. Aria quickly
decided, she wanted to donate the funds to Pastor Mike’s
discretionary fund, this fund is used to help those individuals
who drop by the church for immediate needs that aren’t being
met from other agencies. Aria is young but has a big heart,
always wanting to help others.

Lincolnton Area Churches
Lenten Devotions

Each Wednesday of Lent our Area churches will post a
Lenten Devotion on YouTube.
Please subscribe to the channel. This will help us
bring our search to the top of the page for this area.
Wednesday, April 6, 2022
Stanley Spence - First Baptist Church
Here is the YouTube Channel link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCckIcKy19ueraCe5R_GEiGA.
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216 S Aspen St Lincolnton, NC 28092

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

River Collins
Pat Hance
Wesley Leonhardt
Barbara O’Neill
Joan Warren
Virginia Watson
Laura Cromer
Molly Dellinger
Lavinia Kuck
Carolyn Ballard
Joan Hannan
Beth Collins
Joe Rhyne
Charles Vinson
Paul Driscoll
Ann Rhyne
Henry Saine
Lori Saine

04/02
04/07
04/07
04/07
04/09
04/09
04/10
04/10
04/11
04/13
04/14
04/15
04/15
04/15
04/21
04/28
04/29
04/30

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
As of March 23 the State and County are no longer reporting numbers

Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of March 22 - 3.65%
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of April 2 - 2.05%

Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

