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“I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” said Gandalf, “and so do all who live
to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is
given us.” ―J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring
So goes the mountainside conversation in a moment of respite from relentless attack by the
forces of evil as the unlikely Frodo must return the ring of power to the only place it can be
destroyed—the fires of Mordor in which it was forged. Humanity’s very existence depends
on the ring’s destruction. Frodo did not and would not have chosen to be the bearer of such
a ring. The ring chose him. The meek, small, lowly. Not a fierce warrior, wealthy lord,
powerful king, or fearsome sorcerer, but a mere Hobbit.
We knew how Frodo felt in his wish that things hadn’t happened the way they are in our time.
Like a pandemic closing in on one million deaths in the U.S. alone, heartbreaking stories of
Afghan refugees, continuing political polarization, racial tension and injustice, economic
disparity and uncertainty, restlessness and distrust in the institutions of both our culture and
church, and now war in Europe that we all watch in horror yet feel helpless to stop. And all
of this is corporate challenge that doesn’t take into account personal struggles.
This article will be published the day before Ash Wednesday—a day of deep honesty in the
life of the church and of each of us personally. Two years ago I walked down the aisle to get
ashes with a then-3-year-old who kept asking questions, and when it was his turn to receive
the ashes, he bolted. Later he explained to me, “If the pastor put ashes on me that meant I’m
going to die someday, and I didn’t want to die someday.” I hear you, child. Most of us
mortals feel that way, “But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do
with the time that is given us.”
Ash Wednesday gets in our face, literally, with, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.” Sure, our physical body will return to dust, but deaths and destruction happen
daily as we live. My mom told me about a month before she died, “My job isn’t to die. Dying
will take care of itself. What I have to figure out is between now and then how to live.”
Reminded me of that line from the hymn, Abide With Me. “Change and decay in all around I
see. O Thou who changest not, abide with me.” The God of death and resurrection abides
with us.
The good news of Ash Wednesday is our opportunity to stare death—physical, emotional,
relational, spiritual, cultural, ecclesial, etc.—square in the eye with appropriate trepidation,
lamentation, and penitence while still hearing the good news that we are death AND
resurrection people. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life are frontloaded promises that
empower us to live joyfully and with hope through the big and little deaths that surround our
living. My prayer is that you’ll hear the Lenten Gospel acclamation of “Return to the Lord
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” as a
gracious invitation rather than a heavy-handed demand of repentance. A do-over. Turn
around. Go a different way. Given the time that is given us, sure feels like good news to me!
Walking with you to Jerusalem,

Bishop Tim Smith
NC Synod
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Sunday, March 27
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose
transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are
those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits
of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God
has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the
father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins
are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!

ELCA Response to Ukrainian Refugee Crisis
The ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response is already at work helping with the Ukrainian
Refugee Crisis. To date the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response has received over $1 million
dollars in gifts. This money supports the Lutheran World Federation and these member
churches:
German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Romania
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Romania
These churches are distributing hygiene supplies, food, medicine, bedding, and psychosocial
and pastoral care to refugees and internally displaced people, most of whom are women and
children.
You can make a gift by making a dedicated offering to our church using your offering
envelope or leaving your check at the church office.
Or you can contribute on-line at the following link:
ELCA Eastern Europe Crisis Response
Or you can mail your gift.
Make checks payable to
Lutheran Disaster Response.
Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response"
on your check's memo line
and send to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Thank you in advance for your continuing support.
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A curious gentleman comes upon a baptismal service on Sunday afternoon down by
the river. He proceeds to walk down into the water and stand next to
the Preacher.
The minister turns and notices the man standing near him and says, “Mister, Are
you ready to find Jesus?” The man looks back and says,
“Yes, Preacher. I sure am.”
The minister then dunks the fellow under the water and pulls him right
back up. “Have you found Jesus?” the preacher asked.
“No, I didn’t!” said the gentleman.
The preacher then dunks him under for quite a bit longer, brings him
up and says, “Now, brother, have you found Jesus?”
“No, I did not Reverend.”
The preacher in disgust holds the man under for at least 30 seconds
this time brings him out of the water and says in a harsh tone, “My
God, have you found Jesus yet?”
Now gasping, the gentleman wipes his eyes and says to the preacher…”Are you sure
this is where he fell in?”

Emmanuel Scholarships
The Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship is for a graduating senior from
Lincolnton High school. This is open to both members and non-members
of Emmanuel.
The Emmanuel Scholarship is only open to graduating seniors who are members of
Emmanuel regardless of the high school they attend.
The total value of each scholarship is $4,000. It is paid out at $500. each semester that the
student is enrolled in an institution of higher education for eight semesters or four years.
Applications for the Emmanuel Scholarship may be picked up in the church office and
must be returned to the church office on or before April 1, 2022. The application for the
Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship are available in the Guidance Counselor’s office at
Lincolnton High School.
These scholarships are funded by the Scholarship Fund within Emmanuel’s
Mission Endowment Fund.
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Ministry in Action - March - April
March 27

April 3

April 10

April 14

Greeters

Julie Leonhardt
Katelyn Leonhardt

Jody Rhyne
Ann Rhyne

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Lector

Steve Lounsbury

Ruth Murphy

Jennifer Huskey

John Cromer

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Ashley Peaslee

Altar Flowers

Lent

Lent

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Monthly Duties March 2022
Councilperson

Emily Robinson

Altar Guild

Linda Rice

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Joe Cline
Dan James

Derick Smith
Ellis Dunston

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
1Now

all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling
and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said
to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you,
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my
friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for
him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
First Sunday in Lent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? As you read through the parable of the prodigal
son, what character or characters do you resonate with? What does the
younger son go off in search of? Do you think he found it? Have you
ever found yourself on a journey of “self-discovery?” What did the
younger son find out about himself and the world around him? What
was the father doing while his younger son was away? Have you ever
been estranged from someone you love and care about?
How does the father respond when he sees his younger son off in the
distance? What might have been your response? The son has been
rehearsing his speech for some time, does he even get to give it? Why
is a party being thrown? Doesn’t it seem to be a little extravagant?
How does the older son respond? Do you ever find yourself being
resentful of “unworthy” people getting something that you think you
deserve? What do you think is the lesson to be learned from this
parable of Jesus?

Pray:

Gracious God, you stand at the ready waiting to see us return. You
rejoice as we come into the light of your grace. Open our hearts to
realize that apart from you we are lost. Turn us from our selfish
desires and toward your life-giving love. Help us also to rejoice when
our sisters and brother are reunited in the fullness of the family. Amen

Bless: “_______, you were once lost, but now, you are found.”

PAGE 5

SEEDS OF HOPE!

March 23, 2022

Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer
Huskey), Tomi Pendleton (Dara Jarrett), Judith Dew (Marianne and Page
Doehling)

It’s time to order your Easter Lilies!
The cost this year is $12.00 per plant. Must have
your order in the office by Monday, April 4th.
You may order by writing “Easter Lilies” on the other line. You may
drop in the collection plate, mail or stop by the office.
April is Emmanuel’s month to collect food for the
Pantry/Soup Kitchen.
Lincolnton Area Churches
Lenten Devotions
Each Wednesday of Lent our Area churches will post a
Lenten Devotion on YouTube.
Please subscribe to the channel. This will help us
bring our search to the top of the page for this area.
Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Elizabeth Tester - St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Here is the YouTube Channel link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCckIcKy19ueraCe5R_GEiGA.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ada Bryant
Billy Mitchem
Nancy Cable
Pam Huskey
Jody Rhyne
Dot Wise
Caleb Link
Todd Lanier
John Cloninger
Quinlyn Rader
Gary McConnell
Rudy Rudisill
Barbara Carpenter
Madison Lanier
Laurie Heavner
Sue Zimtbaum
Heidi Heglar
Glenn Mosteller
Trudy Perkins
Emily Lawson
John Cromer
Luke Deal
Karen Spake
Jadon Rhyne

03/01
03/02
03/03
03/05
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/11
03/13
03/14
03/20
03/20
03/21
03/23
03/25
03/25
03/26
03/26
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/29
03/30
03/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
March 15 the state website was reporting 24,178 total cases with 162 deaths
As of March 22 - the state website is reporting 24,250 cases and 162 deaths

March 15 - statewide hospitalizations - 832
March 22 - statewide hospitalizations - 616

Lincoln County Active Cases as of March 9 - 13
Lincoln County Active Cases as of March 15 - 8
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of March 15 - 2.97%
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of March 22 - 3.65%
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

