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Charlotte Elliott of Brighton, England, was an embittered woman. Her
health was broken, and her disability had hardened her. “If God loved me,”
she muttered, “He would not have treated me this way.”

Hoping to help her, a Swiss minister, Dr. Cesar Malan, visited the Elliotts on
May 9, 1822. Over dinner, Charlotte lost her temper and railed against God
and family in a violent outburst. Her embarrassed family left the room, and
Dr. Malan was left alone with her. “You are tired of yourself, aren’t you,” he
asked. “You are holding to your hate and anger because you have nothing
else in the world to cling to. Consequently, you have become sour, bitter, and
resentful.” Charlotte was curious how she could be cured. Malan’s answer
was simple, “Your cure is the faith you are trying to despise.” As the two
talked, Charlotte’s heart softened. “If I wanted to become a Christian and
share the peace and joy you possess, what would I do,” Charlotte asked.
Malan replied, “You would give yourself to God just as you are now, with
your fightings, fears, hates, loves, pride, and shame.” Charlotte did come just
as she was, and her heart was changed that day.
Years later, Charlotte’s brother, Rev. Henry Elliott, was raising funds for a
school for the children of poor clergymen. She wrote a poem for the
benefit, and it was printed and sold across England. Charlotte’s poem, “Just
As I Am,” has since become the most famous invitational hymn in history,
most famously used often at the late Evangelist, Billy Graham’s, crusades.
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Isn’t it so easy to be overcome by personal trials and worldly strife? Go to
our Lord today with your troubles, and he will offer you his everlasting love.
Mission Statement:

Blessings,
John M. Lineberger
Director of Music

As the body of Christ,
fed and nourished
through worship, we
are called to serve all
people, through the use
of our gifts to proclaim
God’s justice, mercy
and love.
Our Vision: Striving to
Thrive with Vitality!
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Sunday, March 20
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent.
Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by
God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to
me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more
year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

ELCA Response to Ukrainian Refugee Crisis
The ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response is already at work helping with the Ukrainian Refugee Crisis. To date the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response has received over $1 million dollars in gifts. This money supports the Lutheran World Federation and these member churches:
German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ukraine
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Romania
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Romania
These churches are distributing hygiene supplies, food, medicine, bedding, and psychosocial
and pastoral care to refugees and internally displaced people, most of whom are women and
children.
You can make a gift by making a dedicated offering to our church using your offering envelope or leaving your check at the church office.
Or you can contribute on-line at the following link:
ELCA Eastern Europe Crisis Response
Or you can mail your gift.
Make checks payable to
Lutheran Disaster Response.
Write "Eastern Europe Crisis Response"
on your check's memo line
and send to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Thank you in advance for your continuing support.
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Top ten reasons it's nice to be a Lutheran
10. No snake handling
9. You can believe in dinosaurs
8. Male and female God created them; male and female we ordain them.
7. You don’t have to check your brains at the door
6. Pew aerobics (up and down)
5. Church year is color-coded
4. Free wine on Sunday
3. All of the pageantry – none of the guilt
2. You don’t have to know how to swim to get baptized
1. No matter what you think, there’s bound to be at least one other
Lutheran who agrees with you.

Emmanuel Scholarships
The Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship is for a graduating senior from
Lincolnton High school. This is open to both members and non-members
of Emmanuel.
The Emmanuel Scholarship is only open to graduating seniors who are members of
Emmanuel regardless of the high school they attend.
The total value of each scholarship is $4,000. It is paid out at $500. each semester that the
student is enrolled in an institution of higher education for eight semesters or four years.
Applications for the Emmanuel Scholarship may be picked up in the church office and
must be returned to the church office on or before April 1, 2022. The application for the
Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship are available in the Guidance Counselor’s office at
Lincolnton High School.
These scholarships are funded by the Scholarship Fund within Emmanuel’s
Mission Endowment Fund.
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Ministry in Action - March - April
March 20

March 27

April 3

April 10

Greeters

Mary Rhodes
Dara Jarrett

Julie Leonhardt
Katelyn Leonhardt

Jody Rhyne
Ann Rhyne

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Lector

Jennifer Little

Steve Lounsbury

Beth Collins

Jennifer Huskey

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Lent

Lent

Lent

Palm Sunday

Monthly Duties March 2022
Councilperson

Emily Robinson

Altar Guild

Linda Rice

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Joe Cline
Dan James

Derick Smith
Ellis Dunston

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
1At

that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because
these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were
killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish just as they did.”
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why
should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig
around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you
can cut it down.’”

April is Emmanuel’s month to collect food for the
Pantry/Soup Kitchen.
Plastic bags are also being requested at this time.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
First Sunday in Lent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 13:1-9

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? The act of repentance is certainly the theme of the
day for Jesus in this text. Sometimes when we hear of some tragedy,
our minds wonder what those people did to deserve such a horrible
fate. Have you ever had those thoughts? We think of sin and
punishment, cause and effect. The question is being asked here, were
those people worse sinners? Jesus clarifies saying that they were no
worse or better, but unless we repent we will perish, as well.
What is the meaning of the parable of the fig tree? How does this
parable relate to preceding verses? Have you ever cut something down
or taken it out because it no longer produced? How long did you wait,
before you took action? Did you show mercy, tend and nourish it
first? Is there a limited time frame that we have to change our ways?
Who is advocating on our behalf? Who is our gardener? What are the
fruits that we should be producing?

Pray:

Merciful God, the wage of sin is death, and yet, over and over again,
you offer new life. We do not live according to your purpose or follow
your will. You call us to repent, to turn toward you and bear good
fruit. Tend and nourish us by your grace that we might produce good
works for the sake of the kingdom. Amen

Bless:

“_______, you are the bearer of God’s love.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, Driscoll, Max
Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan
McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of
Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor
Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug
Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman
(friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father
of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend
of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer
Huskey)

We are all familiar with canticles – songs based on poetry found in scripture.
Which of the following is not a canticle?
A. Song of Mary
B. Song of Simeon
C. First Song of Isaiah
D. Song of Zacchaeus
E. Song of Zechariah

Answer: d. The song of a Zacchaeus is a children’s song

Lincolnton Area Churches
Lenten Devotions
Each Wednesday of Lent our Area churches will post a
Lenten Devotion on YouTube.
Please subscribe to the channel. This will help us
bring our search to the top of the page for this area.
Wednesday, March 16, 2022
Michael Collins - Pastor Emmanuel Lutheran
Church
Here is the YouTube Channel link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCckIcKy19ueraCe5R_GEiGA.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ada Bryant
Billy Mitchem
Nancy Cable
Pam Huskey
Jody Rhyne
Dot Wise
Caleb Link
Todd Lanier
John Cloninger
Quinlyn Rader
Gary McConnell
Rudy Rudisill
Barbara Carpenter
Madison Lanier
Laurie Heavner
Sue Zimtbaum
Heidi Heglar
Glenn Mosteller
Trudy Perkins
Emily Lawson
John Cromer
Luke Deal
Karen Spake
Jadon Rhyne

03/01
03/02
03/03
03/05
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/11
03/13
03/14
03/20
03/20
03/21
03/23
03/25
03/25
03/26
03/26
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/29
03/30
03/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
March 8 the state website was reporting 24,108 total cases with 161 deaths
As of March 15 - the state website is reporting 24,178 cases and 162 deaths

March 8 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,157
March 15 - statewide hospitalizations - 832

Lincoln County Active Cases as of March 2 - 18
Lincoln County Active Cases as of March 9 - 13
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of March 5 - 4.75 %
Lincoln County Positivity Rate as of March 15 - 2.97
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

