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Highlights of March 8, 2022 Congregation Council meeting held via Zoom:













Emmanuel will host the kickoff of Lenoir Rhyne University A Cappella
Choir & Brass Ensemble’s upcoming Spring Tour 2022 with a concert on
Friday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m. The choir is led by our former Director of
Music Ministry, Ryan Luhrs. The Worship & Music and Evangelism
Committees will be involved in preparations for the performance and the
Congregational Life Committee will be serving a meal for the choir
members prior to the concert. Please mark your calendar for this special
event in our sanctuary.
The Council has revised the Covid-19 protocols for the 10:00 a.m.
worship service. Masks will now be optional due to a steep decline in the
numbers of positive cases and hospitalizations related to Covid-19. The
three ring binders with the bulletin with each individual’s name will be
discontinued. Bulletins (no binders) will be handed out and returned at
the end of the service for continued use. In the event the numbers and
the risks rise again due to another Covid-19 surge from a variant, these
and other protocols could be reinstituted for the safety and protection of
members and visitors. Please refer to the notice in today’s newsletter.
The NC Synod is asking each congregation to update their history for
their new website. Emmanuel’s has not been updated since around 2008.
Our February expenses exceeded our offerings by $9,757. For the year
our expenses have exceeded our offerings by $7,617.
Received a thank you letter from the Board of Hesed House of Hope,
Inc. for Emmanuel’s 2021 contributions of $1,231.
Emmanuel will participate in the “Be the Light” campaign for Lutheran
Services Carolinas. Information will be provided on how you can help
support this important ministry with financial contributions.
In conjunction with the other downtown community churches,
Emmanuel is doing online weekly devotions. This will be in lieu of
having Lenten lunches at First united Methodist Church.
Emmanuel has received permission from the N.C. Department of
Environmental Quality to remove our shed that houses equipment that
was installed for a Pneumatic Recovery System to extract gasoline
contaminated groundwater from under our parking lot. Underground
gasoline tanks leaked when there was a service station on the site. The
System has not been used for over 19 years. The shed is located near our
outbuilding and playground and was recently damaged.
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Sunday, March 13
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to
protect and save us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people
have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that
will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in
which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to
behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One
who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

Revised Covid-19 Protocols for 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
The Congregation Council has continually monitored the recommendations on Safe
Gatherings provided by the N.C. Synod, the Center for Disease Control and other
Health agencies since the pandemic began. Based on this information and guidance,
protocols have been put in place to help protect our members and visitors. These protocols are revisited and evaluated each month or even more often when needed.
Due to a steep decline in the local number of positive cases and hospitalizations related
to Covid-19, masks will now be optional at the 10:00 a.m. worship service. We will also
discontinue the use of the three ring binders prepared for each member. These were to
allow a person to handle only their bulletin while continuing to use it for the entire season of the church to save on printing. With virus transmission having declined, the bulletins (no binders) will now be handed out and returned collectively at the end of worship to be used again.
When indoor worship in the sanctuary started back in June 2021, Emmanuel had in
place numerous protocols to lessen the risk of the transmission of the virus. With time,
some of these were changed, many eliminated and during the last surge of cases some
protocols were reinstituted. Hopefully the numbers will continue to decline. However,
in the event the positivity rate and hospitalizations begin to climb again we could possibly need to reinstitute some of these protocols such as mandatory mask wearing, no
singing, individual binders for bulletins or other protocols that provide more protection
and less risk for our members and visitors.
We obviously do not know what the future brings in terms of the coronavirus. With
past variants having spread in a matter of weeks we certainly need to be diligent and adjust our protocols accordingly when the circumstances call for more safeguards. We
have and will adjust to fewer restrictions when the numbers are favorable. We pray for a
pandemic free world and for the safety and welfare of our church community.
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Jesus Returns
The pastor was working in his office one day when the church secretary came
scurrying through the door, out of breath.
“Pastor, Pastor, I have news!” she said, trying to regain
her composure.
“Well, what’s the news?” asked the perplexed pastor.
“Jesus is coming. He’s back, and he’s coming here right
now. What should we do?”
The pastor smiled, turned back to his computer and
answered, “Look busy.”

Emmanuel Scholarships
The Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship is for a graduating senior from
Lincolnton High school. This is open to both members and non-members
of Emmanuel.
The Emmanuel Scholarship is only open to graduating seniors who are members of
Emmanuel regardless of the high school they attend.
The total value of each scholarship is $4,000. It is paid out at $500. each semester that the
student is enrolled in an institution of higher education for eight semesters or four years.
Applications for the Emmanuel Scholarship may be picked up in the church office and
must be returned to the church office on or before April 1, 2022. The application for the
Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship are available in the Guidance Counselor’s office at
Lincolnton High School.
These scholarships are funded by the Scholarship Fund within Emmanuel’s
Mission Endowment Fund.
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Ministry in Action - March - April
March 13

March 20

March 27

April 3

Greeters

Heather Lackey
Jan Huitt

Julie Leonhardt
Katelyn Leonhardt

Rudy Rudisill
Paulette Rudisill

Jody Rhyne
Ann Rhyne

Lector

David Bynum

Jennifer Little

Steve Lounsbury

Beth Collins

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Lent

Lent

Lent

Lent

Monthly Duties March 2022
Councilperson

Emily Robinson

Altar Guild

Linda Rice

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Joe Cline
Dan James

Derick Smith
Ellis Dunston

Philippians 3:17--4:1
17Brothers

and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the
example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god
is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But
our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to
himself. 4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Don’t be late!
Set your
clocks ahead
one hour.

March 13 - 14
Heafner Mission
First United Methodist Church
Speaker Rev. Dr. Michael
Slaughter
Sunday and Monday at 6:30 pm
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
First Sunday in Lent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? When I was a little boy my hero was #44 Leroy
Kelly of the Cleveland Browns. Much to my mom’s dismay, I would
take my white t-shirts and make football jerseys out of them with
magic markers. A big 44 was emboldened on the front and back. I
wanted to be just like Leroy Kelly. Who did you want to be growing
up? Who were your heroes? We often go for the glory, the power, the
prestige. Remember the Michael Jordan commercial for Gatorade: Be
Like Mike? Who didn’t want to be like Mike?
In this text however, St. Paul gives us another example to follow. He
invites us to join in imitating him for the sake of the cross of Christ.
Paul laments that so many are following that which tears them away
from God to focus on themselves. How might our world look
different if we were freed from our bondage to this world, and
recognized our citizenship in heaven? Perhaps our heroes might not,
then, be those people who make all the money, wield all the power, or
hold celebrity status, but rather those who give themselves away for the
sake of others. Who might you emulate that exemplifies faithfulness in
Christ?

Pray:

Lord God, you call your people to live faithfully in you, yet we are so
quickly enamored by things bright and shiny, and people that are
pretty, wealthy, and powerful. Turn our gaze toward you. Help us in
our repentance that we might truly serve you as we serve our neighbor.
Amen

Bless

“_______, you are reflection of God.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul,
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy
Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family
(cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne
Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn
Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan
Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of
Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-inlaw of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley
(Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt
of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland
(Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer Huskey)

Lutheran Services Carolinas
We believe in abundant life for our North Carolina neighbors.
The Be The Light campaign is our commitment at Lutheran Services Carolinas to being a
part of the solution to the challenges that prevent some of our North Carolina neighbors
from living full and abundant lives.
The campaign provides seed money to expand services designed to meet the unique needs
of the people and communities we serve. We look forward to having you walk with us
through this journey.
More about opportunities to support this wonderful cause will be provided in the following
weeks.
Lincolnton Area Churches
Lenten Devotions
Each Wednesday of Lent our Area churches will post a
Lenten Devotion on YouTube.
Please subscribe to the channel. This will help us
bring our search to the top of the page for this area.
Wednesday, March 9, 2022
Reed Conly - Pastor Artisan Church
Here is the YouTube Channel link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCckIcKy19ueraCe5R_GEiGA.
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What a busy week!
On Sunday, March 6 Jadon Rhyne was recognized for earning his Eagle Scout
Award!

On Tuesday, March 8 Jadon was recognized as Lincoln County Schools Senior
Spotlight!
You can use this link to see his interview or you may access on YouTube at
Lincoln County Schools Board of Education Meeting from March 8th.
https://youtu.be/-yKf8fJCGdY
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ada Bryant
Billy Mitchem
Nancy Cable
Pam Huskey
Jody Rhyne
Dot Wise
Caleb Link
Todd Lanier
John Cloninger
Quinlyn Rader
Gary McConnell
Rudy Rudisill
Barbara Carpenter
Madison Lanier
Laurie Heavner
Sue Zimtbaum
Heidi Heglar
Glenn Mosteller
Trudy Perkins
Emily Lawson
John Cromer
Luke Deal
Karen Spake
Jadon Rhyne

03/01
03/02
03/03
03/05
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/11
03/13
03/14
03/20
03/20
03/21
03/23
03/25
03/25
03/26
03/26
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/29
03/30
03/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
March 1 the state website was reporting 24,058 total cases with 159 deaths
As of March 8 - the state website is reporting 24,108 cases and 161 deaths
March 1 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,543
March 8 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,157

Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 23 - 55
Lincoln County Active Cases as of March 2 - 18

Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

