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Ash Wednesday
Nothing makes the words of Ash Wednesday more real than experiencing
the recent death of a family member or friend. “Remember you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.” We are all mortal and finite beings with a
beginning and an end. Yet, we spend nearly our entire lives trying to negate
this significant truth. We’re fine with the beginning part, but the ending…
not so much. We try so hard to push it away. We are told that if we exercise,
eat right, meditate, and so on and so forth, you can virtually live forever. But
the truth is, we all know better. We all know that we have a specific time
allotted on this earth.
On this one day of the liturgical calendar, Ash Wednesday, we pause, as
uncomfortable as it may be, to remember and embrace our sinfulness, our
finitude, our own death. With the mark of the ashes on our foreheads, we
experience our own humanity, the fact that we are creatures and not the
Creator. We are dust, and to dust we will return. When I focus on these
words, I think of creation – how God scooped up the clay and formed
Adam, and breathed into him the breath of life. Yet, Adam rebelled against
God, choosing his will over God’s. In Genesis 3:19, God said to Adam, “By
the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for
out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The
ashes are a sign of our sinfulness, our mortality, and our need to be
reconciled with God.
Ash Wednesday is a solemn day of humility and repentance. It reminds us
that we by nature sinful and unclean, all in need of a savior, our Lord Jesus
Christ. When we receive the ashes on our foreheads, we acknowledge that
need, and we cling to the hope we have in his name. Yes, the reality of sin
and death is placed before us on this holy day, yet, as we taste the body and
blood of our Lord, we also live in the promise of resurrection hope. And
that is the good news.
Peace
☩ Pastor
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Sunday, March 6
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune
time to return to the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s
grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the mouth the
wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every
turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It
is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness
of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and
sustain us.

We offer our Christian Sympathy to the family of Pastor Mike
Collins, whose brother, Johnny Collins passed away on
February 26, 2022.
May God’s comfort surround them and the hope of resurrection
brings joy to us all.

Emmanuel Scholarships
The Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship is for a graduating senior from Lincolnton
High school. This is open to both members and non-members of Emmanuel.
The Emmanuel Scholarship is only open to graduating seniors who are
members of Emmanuel regardless of the high school they attend.
The total value of each scholarship is $4,000. It is paid out at $500. each
semester that the student is enrolled in an institution of higher education
for eight semesters or four years.
Applications for the Emmanuel Scholarship may be picked up in the church office and
must be returned to the church office on or before April 1, 2022. The application for
the Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship are available in the Guidance Counselor’s
office at Lincolnton High School.
These scholarships are funded by the Scholarship Fund within Emmanuel’s
Mission Endowment Fund.
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The Bible, Through the Eyes of a Child
Creation
In the beginning, which was close to the start, there wasn't anything
except God, darkness and some gas. The Bible says, "The Lord, thy God, is
one," but I think He has to be much older than that.

Anyway, God made the world and then He said, "Give me some light," and
somebody gave it to Him. He split an atom and made Eve. Adam and Eve
didn't wear any clothes, but they weren't embarrassed because God hadn't
invented mirrors, yet.
Adam and Eve sinned by eating one bad apple and they were driven out of
the Garden of Eden. I'm not sure what God drove them in because He
hadn't invented cars, either.
Adam and Eve's son, Cain, hated his brother as long as he was Abel. After a
while, all of the first people died, except Methuselah, who lived to be, like,
a million years old.
Noah
The next important person was Noah. He was a really good guy, but one of
his kids was a Ham. Noah built a big boat in his back yard and put his family
and a lot of animals in it. He asked his neighbors to
join
them, but they said they would have to take a rain
check.

We will have a drive thru Imposition of Ashes
from Noon to 1 PM March 2nd
at the North Wing.
Ash Wednesday Services will be held at 7:00 PM in
the Sanctuary.
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Ministry in Action - March
March 2 - Ash Wed

March 6

March 13

March 20

Greeters

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Buzz Cherry
Pat Cherry

Heather Lackey
Jan Huitt

Julie Leonhardt
Katelyn Leonhardt

Lector

John Cromer

Chuck Yoder

David Bynum

Jennifer Little

Videographer

Shelly Caffey

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Lent

Lent

Lent

Lent

Monthly Duties March 2022
Councilperson

Emily Robinson

Altar Guild

Linda Rice

Sue Zimtbaum

Ushers

Steve Lounsbury
(Captain)

Joe Cline
Dan James

Derick Smith
Ellis Dunston

Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
1Jesus,

full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those
days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One
does not live by bread alone.’”
5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6And
the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given
over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”
8Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.’ ”
9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you,’
11and
‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
First Sunday in Lent
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 4:1-13

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? Have you ever paid attention to how Jesus got to the
wilderness? Who led Jesus there and for what purpose? Is there a
connection between this and what we say in the Lord’s Prayer? Why
might Jesus have been most vulnerable in this situation?
The devil tempts Jesus three times; what are the things that Jesus is
tempted with? Each time he rebuffs the devil with scripture. In the
third temptation, what does the devil use to tempt Jesus? Even the
devil can misuse God’s word. Jesus doesn’t fall for it and uses scripture
right back in his rebuttal. The last sentence gives us an indication that
the devil is not done with Jesus. What do you think might be the
“opportune time?”
What are the things that tempt you? Why are they tempting? How do
you fight your temptations? How often do you find yourself just
giving in?

Pray:

Holy Lord, you withstood the wiles of the devil’s temptations by
connecting yourself to the word of God. Help us to take a deep dive
this Lent into your word, that we might have the strength and courage
to withstand the temptations that come our way. May your word be a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Amen

Bless: “_______, you have been given God’s sufficient word for the journey.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul,
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy
Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family
(cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne
Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn
Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan
Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of
Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-inlaw of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley
(Susan Boyd), Tommy London (father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt
of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland
(Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp (Jennifer Huskey)

Grief 101 - presented by Carolina Caring
Sunday, March 13th, 2:00 - 3:30 PM

Grief happens as a response to loss; loss of a loved one, loss of a job, loss of connection. Grief can also
happen when we experience changes to routine and ways of life that bring comfort and a feeling of stability.
Carolina Caring is offering a workshop that explores the grief process and how it can impact on an
emotional, physical, mental, social, and spiritual level after the death of a loved one. Participants will gain
knowledge of the grief journey along. Sign up or share, if you or someone you know might benefit from
understanding more about our grief and finding some support. Registration is required.
Register here by Tuesday, March 8.

Sunday, March 13th from 2:00 until 3:30pm.
Artisan Church - 235 East Main Street, Lincolnton NC
*Masks are required

Lincolnton Area Churches
Lenten Devotions
Each Wednesday of Lent our Area churches will post
a Lenten Devotion on YouTube.
Please subscribe to the channel. This will help us
bring our search to the top of the page for this area.
Wednesday, March 9, 2022
Reed Conly - Pastor Artisan Church
Here is the YouTube Channel link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCckIcKy19ueraCe5R_GEiGA.
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Congratulations Jadon
you are an amazing young man!

Sunday, March 6, 2022 at 2:00 pm
at First United Methodist Church
Masks will be required

It’s Girl Scout Cookie Time!
The Girl Scout’s will be selling cookies in our
North Wing Parking Lot on Saturday March
5th from 11 am until 1 pm.
Swing by and grab a box of smiles!!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ada Bryant
Billy Mitchem
Nancy Cable
Pam Huskey
Jody Rhyne
Dot Wise
Caleb Link
Todd Lanier
John Cloninger
Quinlyn Rader
Gary McConnell
Rudy Rudisill
Barbara Carpenter
Madison Lanier
Laurie Heavner
Sue Zimtbaum
Heidi Heglar
Glenn Mosteller
Trudy Perkins
Emily Lawson
John Cromer
Luke Deal
Karen Spake
Jadon Rhyne

03/01
03/02
03/03
03/05
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/11
03/13
03/14
03/20
03/20
03/21
03/23
03/25
03/25
03/26
03/26
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/29
03/30
03/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
February 22 the state website was reporting 23,942 total cases with 154 deaths
As of March 1 - the state website is reporting 24,058 cases and 159 deaths
February 22 - statewide hospitalizations - 2,215
March 1 - statewide hospitalizations - 1,543

Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 16 - 97
Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 23 - 55

Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

