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God’s Bizarre Draft Strategy
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10

1The

word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying,
up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you. 3So
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth… 10When God saw what they did, how they
turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he
would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
2Get

Jonah flat-out refused God, running for all he was worth in the opposite
direction. Some people require drastic measures in order to respond to God’s
call. For Jonah, it included his getting swallowed by a big fish and then
ending up as fish vomit (that really is the word in Hebrew) on the beach.
Understandably, after this little sequence of events, Jonah acquiesces to—if
not fully embraces—God’s call for him to go to Nineveh.
Now that the (unfortunate) transfer portal is a thing in college sports, college
athletes are essentially free agents to move at any and every opportunity.
Make no mistake about it. Jonah is no free agent. God chooses, “drafts”
Jonah to get the job done in Nineveh. About 700 years before the birth of
Jesus, Nineveh (today the city of Mosul in Iraq) was the capital of the
Assyrian empire, the same Assyrians who destroyed the Northern Kingdom
of Israel in 721 B.C. Nineveh was both huge and hugely evil, and God
planned to use Jonah to call the city to repentance.
All this despite the fact that his draft combine would seem to make him less
than a first-round pick. He’s a coward, he has to be asked multiple times, he
thinks he knows better than God what should happen, and he whines when
he doesn’t get his way. He wants to do it his way instead of the coach’s
(God’s) way. Which is to say that God’s draft picks are flawed people just like
you and me.
That’s God’s bizarre draft strategy. Consider these biblical heroes whom God
chooses and uses: Noah got drunk, Abraham was too old, Jacob was a liar,
Leah was unloved, Joseph was abused, Moses couldn’t talk right. Gideon was
afraid, Sampson had long hair and was a womanizer. Rahab was a prostitute.
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Sunday, February 27th
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus reflect that glory
in the world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter,
James, and John. We pray that it will be true of all of us who see
God’s glory in the word and in the supper and who are being
“transformed into the same image” by God’s Spirit.

Jeremiah and Timothy were too young. David had an affair and was a murderer. Elijah was
suicidal. Isaiah preached naked. Naomi was a widow. Job went bankrupt. John the Baptist
ate bugs. Peter denied Christ. The disciples fell asleep while praying. Martha worried too
much. Mary Magdalene had been demon-possessed. The Samaritan woman at the well was
divorced multiple times. Oh, and Zacchaeus was too small, Paul was too religious, Timothy
had an ulcer, and Lazarus was dead!
Remind me again what your excuse was? If God can use Jonah and all of the above, then
surely God can and will use you. It need not be something big or flashy. As Mother Teresa
used to say, “You can do no great thing. Only small things with great love.” Our small
things for God, in response to God’s unconditional grace and love in Jesus, change the
world. And it’s a whole lot less messy if we skip the fish vomit step.
Walking with you,

NC Synod Bishop
Emmanuel Scholarships
The Harry Costner/Emmanuel Scholarship is for a graduating senior from Lincolnton
High school. This is open to both members and non-members of Emmanuel.
The Emmanuel Scholarship is only open to graduating seniors who are members of
Emmanuel regardless of the high school they attend.
The total value of each scholarship is $4,000. It is paid out at $500. each semester that the student is
enrolled in an institution of higher education for eight semesters or four years.
Applications for the Emmanuel Scholarship may be picked up in the church office and must be returned
to the church office on or before April 1, 2022. The application for the Harry Costner/Emmanuel
Scholarship are available in the Guidance Counselor’s office at Lincolnton High School.
These scholarships are funded by the Scholarship Fund within Emmanuel’s Mission
Endowment Fund.
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A Sunday School teacher was telling the class about how
Lot's wife looked back at the city while they were fleeing
its destruction, even though God had forbidden her to do
so. She then turned into a pillar of salt.
A little boy interrupted her and said, "My mommy looked
back one time while she was driving the car and she turned
into a streetlamp."

Close your eyes and imagine our sanctuary. On your right is the pulpit with
a Bible. On your left is the lectern with a Bible. What is carved on the
lectern?

Answer: c

A. A cherubim
B. A dove
C. An eagle
D. The archangel Gabriel
E. A seraphim

We will have a drive thru Imposition of Ashes
from Noon to 1 PM March 2nd
at the North Wing.
Ash Wednesday Services will be held at 7:00 PM
in the Sanctuary.

We offer our Christian Sympathy to the family of Karen Hacker, wife of
Pastor Denny Hacker, who passed away on Wednesday, February 16, 2022.
Services will be held in Andover, MA on Saturday, March 12th at 11 A.M. You may view the service by
live stream at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD54DOGnWxnIcsbDIQMeSwA.
Assisting the family with the arrangements is O’Donnell Cremations – Funerals – Celebrations, 167 Maple St., (Rte. 62) DANVERS. In lieu of flowers, Karen would be most honored by a donation to Project
Linus https://linus-project.networkforgood.com/projects/123743-project-linus-blankets-for-children-in
-need. To share a memory or offer a condolence, please visit www.odonnellfuneralservice.com.
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Ministry in Action - February - March
February 27

March 2 - Ash Wed

March 6

March 13

Greeters

Rudy Rudisill
Paulette Rudisill

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Buzz Cherry
Pat Cherry

Heather Lackey
Jan Huitt

Lector

Ruth Murphy

John Cromer

Chuck Yoder

David Bynum

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Available

Available

Available

Available

Monthly Duties February 2022
Councilperson

Leon Harmon

Altar Guild

Cathy Lounsbury

Meredith Shuford

Rhonda Thompson

Ushers

John Cromer (Captain)

Leon Harmon
James Gantt

Stephen Lounsbury
Randy Zimtbaum

Allison Zimtbaum

Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]
28Now

about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on
the mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes
became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared
in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter
and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory
and the two men who stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were
terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my
Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in
those days told no one any of the things they had seen.
37On

the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38Just then a
man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child. 39Suddenly a
spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him
and will scarcely leave him. 40I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41Jesus answered,
“You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring
your son here.” 42While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43aAnd all were astounded at
the greatness of God.

PAGE 4

SEEDS OF HOPE!

February 23, 2022

Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Transfiguration of Our Lord
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 9:28-43a

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? Have you ever had a mountain top experience?
What made it significant? Was there a special way in which you
encountered God? What was revealed to you? Did you want to
capture that feeling forever? Was there a “Kodak” moment? Was
there a sense of awe? How hard was it to leave that place? Did you
want to share the experience with others? I s it difficult to find words
that capture the emotion of that experience?
Why were Moses and Elijah there? Did their presence represent
something specific, or were they just two random folks from the past?
Why did Peter want to build booths for them? What might have been
the significance of the cloud? What words were spoken by God?
Have you heard these or similar words before in scripture? If so,
when and where? What do you think is the meaning of the
Transfiguration?
It says that the next day, Jesus and his disciples were met by the crowd
and he was approached by a man whose only son was possessed by a
demon. Do Jesus’ words sound harsh to you? What is the outcome
of the boy? And how did the crowd respond? What might your
reaction have been?

Pray:

God of mystery, on the Mount of the Transfiguration you were
glorified. With Moses and Elijah by your side, you were connected to
the God of the prophets. You gave the disciples a glimpse of your
glory, and God claimed you as God’s Son, the Beloved. Our ears are
open to your word, help us to listen. Remove the clouds of doubt and
fear that we may see you. Then loose out tongues that we may
proclaim you as the risen Lord. Amen

Bless:

“_______, you are a witness to God’s glory, share the Good News.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul,
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy
Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family
(cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne
Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn
Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan
Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of
Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-inlaw of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley
(Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London
(father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam
(friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp
(Jennifer Huskey)

ANNUAL MEETING
TO BE HELD SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2022
Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the 10:00
Worship Service on February 27, 2022.
Yearbooks will be distributed and members of the Nominating Committee will be elected.
Four persons will be elected. Nominees are John Cromer, Jennifer Huskey, Carole Lake
and Edward Little. Nominations will also be taken from the floor at the meeting.

Patience - A better New Year’s Resolution
HOW DO I BECOME MORE PATIENT?
ALLOW OTHERS TO LEARN, GROW & FIGURE THINGS OUT FOR THEMSELVES
This kind of work means being able to allow others to fail. Great teachers and great
parents know this. Giving people the space and the grace to learn how to fail is
important!
Look at Thomas Edison and his hundreds of attempts at making the light bulb. He did not
give up. Edison tried many different things and failed most of the time, but that is not what
he is know for. The same is true for Babe Ruth. He was the strike-out king, but was know
for his home runs.
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Congratulations Jadon
you are an amazing young man!

Sunday, March 6, 2022 at 2:00 pm
at First United Methodist Church
Masks will be required

Congratulation to the Wise Family

Tate Charles Wise
Born February 15, 2022
6 pounds even 19.5 inches long

Congratulations to the proud parents David and Charlee Wise
Proud big brother Brady Wise
Proud Grandmother Carol Wise
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Leon Harmon
Linda Rice
Nicholas Heavner
Phyllis Scronce
Josh Collins
Cecelia Driscoll
Jean Rome
Aaron Brown
Florence Beam
Kayda Carmichael
Dee Hallman
Delores Bolen
Cyprus Collins
Suzanne Rhyne
Tiffany Rome
Alex Cromer
Lauren Foster
Linda Goodson
Carole Sherrill
James Wakulsky
Dan James
Nancy Truitt
Danielle Little

02/01
02/03
02/06
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/10
02/11
02/14
02/15
02/15
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/19
02/22
02/24
02/24
02/24
02/26
02/27
02/28

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
February 15 the state website was reporting 23,620 total cases with 150 deaths
As of February 22 - the state website is reporting 23,942 cases and 154 deaths
February 15 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,042
February 22 - statewide hospitalizations - 2,215

Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 9 - 142
Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 16 - 97

Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

