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so lgo. And
SOMETIMES IT’S ABOUT ME
“See, that’s your problem. You’ve turned this around and made it about
you.” So, for no doubt many appropriate and accurate reasons, I’ve been
reminded more than once recently about my “privilege talking.” Yep. Guilty.
Let’s start there. And, as we know from our own Lutheran heritage, making it
about me or “curving in on self ” is the definition of sin.
On the other hand, presumably my privilege in specific and my sin in general
have taken me a lifetime to construct, both consciously and subconsciously.
There, I did it again. ME. But what other filter do I have, other than finally
me, with which to perceive, interact, or yes, even attempt to control myself
and/or the world around me? Which of course can be either for my sinful
purposes or for justice and righteousness, or maybe I’m pursuing justice so
that I’m good with God, which ultimately, once again, makes it about me!
The last shall be first? Ooh, then let me be last! (So I can be first!) Does nonsinful motivation exist?
It’s the sort of dilemma, I’m imagining, that led St. Paul to blurt out,
“Wretched man that I am!” And again, “Who will rescue me from this life
dominated by sin and death?” So…If getting too deep inside myself, making
it about me, is the essence of my sin and the evidence of my privilege, then
the solution is to focus outward. Be about justice for others, about the least
of these, and in losing myself in and for them, I’ll find myself in living for
neighbor. That’s very prophet-y. Very Jesus-y. Very 21st-century ELCA-y.
Maybe that’s why three out of four seminarians in their approval interviews
for ordination, when I ask them, “What is the essence of the gospel?”
answer, “It’s about reaching out to the poor and the oppressed and working
for justice in the world.” With this grand therefore proclamation I cannot
argue and will even ultimately resonate. But. But…the gospel is NOT the
therefore. Not for Lutherans anyway. The gospel is the BECAUSE. The
therefore always has I or you as the subject—what we do, must do.
The gospel, on the other hand, always has God (Christ, Holy Spirit) as
subject—what God has done, is doing, will do. Otherwise, even my or your
most noble justice efforts end up, ironically, all about ME. What WE do. The
16th-century Reformers labeled this works righteousness. Not gospel. In
other words, from my (admittedly privileged) perspective, we are perilously
close as both culture and church to making the essence of who we are the
should and musts of our doing. Said another way, the WHY of our pursuit
of justice matters, especially if it to be sustainable and not the church flavor
of the decade, like the Social Gospel of the early 20th-century or political
party platform or secular service organization.
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Sunday, February 20th
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in
the gospel. The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power
of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such
merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It
is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory
revealed in Christ.
And then Lent calls us to repentance. Sure, institutions, systems, need repentance; the call
to turn around and go the other way. With repentance it’s always so much easier for me to
see the speck in your eye than the log in my own. I can tell you all kinds of reasons you
need to repent! But I can’t repent for you. At the end of the day, our call as Lutheran
Gospel Christians is spiritual transformation. While that issues forth corporately and
communally, such action finds its freedom and sustainability in personal transformation.
Ironically, I’m telling you that even though my all about me is my sin, it’s also where true
repentance starts. In repentance terms, you and I DO have some all about me work to do.
Lent is intentionally a season of introspection which begins not with an announcement
that “We are dust” but with the much more personal, “You are dust.” To each individual.
Communion distribution is intentionally not just, “The body of Christ for all y’all.” It is to
each individual. For you. Lent invites us into ourselves, and yes, in there we will find the
truth of our selfish sinfulness, our all-about-me-ness, our mortality, and that judgment will
drive us to the gospel of Christ who forgives sin and promises us resurrection and frees us
from the need to justify ourselves through our work. This freedom empowers our very
ability to serve! This is Lutheran Confessional theology, Lutheran Systematic Theology,
Lutheran Practical Theology 101. It’s even basic teenage confirmation curriculum—or
should be.
How will my necessary repentance emerge? Only from the deep and ongoing
introspection, prayer, wrestling with, and surrender of me can I find a sustainable freedom
and energy to serve, to do, even to BE for someone other than myself. And please, for all
your good intentions, stop telling me that “You are enough.” You know that I am not, nor
are you. “We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.” Christ is
enough. Period. Enough even to free me from ME. Luke Skywalker being trained as a Jedi
on Dagobah has to go into the cave to face his own demons. Before it can be about The
Force, he has to come to terms with his ultimate enemy being himself. Jesus faces
wilderness temptation in all three synoptic Gospels and then regularly escapes the pressing
and endlessly needy crowds to pray and be re-energized (see Mk. 1:35). You and I need to
find the rhythm and balance of serving with justice and introspectively renewing spiritually.
One day, one person, one me, one repentance at a time.
Walking with you,
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Top Ten Reasons Eve Was Created
10. God was worried that Adam would frequently become lost in the garden because he
would not ask for directions.
9. God knew that one day Adam would require someone to locate and hand him the remote.
8. God knew Adam would never go out and buy himself a new fig leaf when his wore out and
would therefore need Eve to buy one for him.
7. God knew Adam would never be able to make a doctor, dentist or haircut appointment
for himself.
6. God knew Adam would never remember which night to put the garbage on the curb.
5. God knew if the world was to be populated, men would never be able to handle the pain
and discomfort of childbearing.
4. As the Keeper of the Garden, since he didn't have metal sheds or greenhouses, Adam
would never remember where he left his tools.
3. Apparently, Adam needed someone to blame his troubles on
when God caught him hiding in the garden.

2. As the Bible says, "It is not good for man to be alone!"
And the #1 reason why God created Eve:
1. When God finished the creation of Adam, He stepped back,
scratched His head and said, "I can do better than that!"

In the New Testament (NRSV), who does Paul described as “my beloved and
faithful child in the Lord”?
A. Lydia
B. Philemon
C. Phoebe
D. Timothy
E. Titus
Answer: d. 1 Corinithians 4:17
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Ministry in Action - February - March
February 20

February 27

March 2 - Ash Wed

March 6

Greeters

David Bynum
Johnnie Bynum

Rudy Rudisill
Paulette Rudisill

Kenneth Pales
Nancy Pales

Buzz Cherry
Pat Cherry

Lector

Randy Zimtbaum

Ruth Murphy

John Cromer

Chuck Yoder

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

John Lineberger

Available

Available

Available

Monthly Duties February 2022
Councilperson

Leon Harmon

Altar Guild

Cathy Lounsbury

Meredith Shuford

Rhonda Thompson

Ushers

John Cromer (Captain)

Leon Harmon
James Gantt

Stephen Lounsbury
Randy Zimtbaum

Allison Zimtbaum

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold
even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.
32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that
to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.
35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and
the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get back.”
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Seventh Sunday of Epiphany
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 6:27-38

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your
attention as you read the passage? This continues
Jesus’ sermon on the plain. In this section, Jesus challenges lex talionis
or "law of retaliation" that God had commanded in the OT: eye for an
eye, etc. (see Exodus 21:23-25; Lev 24:19-20). And he is introducing a
new way of being in the world. What is your general reaction to Jesus’
teaching? How hard is it to offer the other cheek to one who has
struck you already? Does it make sense to give your shirt if someone
has stolen your coat? Is it plausible to give to every beggar you see?
Why wouldn’t we ask for our stuff back if someone took it? Jesus is
calling us to hard love, not an easy kind of love. Love your enemies is
a completely radical concept. Then he offers the “Golden Rule.”
How does the Golden Rule apply here?
As you carefully reflect on verses 32-34, do you see yourself reflected
there? Can we be merciful as God is merciful? We are called to not
judge or condemn. Why do we judge others? Why is forgiveness so
hard? People sometimes say that following Jesus is easy; what do you
think?

Pray:

Lord of love, you call us to do hard things, to love our enemies, to
forgive those who have harmed us, and to give to those who haven’t
earned. This is contrary to our nature, yet it is central to yours.
Empower us to live in you, that you might live in and through us.
Amen

Bless:

“_______,you are loved as you are.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul,
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy
Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family
(cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne
Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn
Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan
Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of
Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-inlaw of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley
(Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London
(father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam
(friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike), Breanna Tapp
(Jennifer Huskey)

ANNUAL MEETING
TO BE HELD SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2022
Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the 10:00
Worship Service on February 27, 2022.
Yearbooks will be distributed and members of the Nominating Committee will be elected.
Four persons will be elected. Nominees are John Cromer, Jennifer Huskey, Carole Lake
and Edward Little. Nominations will also be taken from the floor at the meeting.

Patience - A better New Year’s Resolution
HOW DO I BECOME MORE PATIENT?
TAKE TIME TO APPRECIATE THINGS
Stanley Arnold had a gift and recognized it. In the late 1880’s oil companies made money
selling kerosene. Kerosene was used to light lamps. Before electricity, this was one of the
main ways to light up a house at night.
The byproduct of kerosene is gasoline. There was tons of gasoline made during kerosene’s
heyday. It was viewed as waste. It took patience for the oil companies to discover the uses
of gasoline and profit from it. Of course, electricity replaced the need for kerosene, but
automobiles needed gasoline.
“Every problem contains within itself the seeds of its own solution.”
- Stanley Arnold
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Bring Us Together
Not all of you are pro-football fans. Some that are may have watched the NFL awards
banquet last week on television.
A most interesting moment came when the “Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year’ was
introduced. His name is Andrews Whitworth. He is a 40 year old offensive lineman.
This award is presented yearly to a player who not only excelled on the field, but also
exhibited outstanding service to his community.
Whitworth gave a very articulate speech about a benevolent foundation built by him and his
wife. They support needy, homeless and hungry people. They also are champions of social
justice for all people regardless of race, age, sex, or ethnicity.
Whitworth’s God given ability on the field parlayed into a connection with his community.
In spite of a long successful football career he stated that the most satisfying achievement in
his life was instilling these values to his children while serving something much greater than
himself.
There are currently some young players in the NFL that credit Whitworth’s encouragement
for giving them a positive direction in life.

The variety of time, talents and resources brought together in the church can make a
dynamic impact on a community! Where compassion is shown by some - there is hope for
more.
Praise be to God for “Soupler Bowl Sunday” and the heart of this congregation.
Dan James
“Souper Bowl of Caring”
Once again this congregation has stepped up to help the less fortunate in our community.

We were able to donate over 800 items to Christian Ministries and $1,640 in donations!!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Leon Harmon
Linda Rice
Nicholas Heavner
Phyllis Scronce
Josh Collins
Cecelia Driscoll
Jean Rome
Aaron Brown
Florence Beam
Kayda Carmichael
Dee Hallman
Delores Bolen
Cyprus Collins
Suzanne Rhyne
Tiffany Rome
Alex Cromer
Lauren Foster
Linda Goodson
Carole Sherrill
James Wakulsky
Dan James
Nancy Truitt
Danielle Little

02/01
02/03
02/06
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/10
02/11
02/14
02/15
02/15
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/19
02/22
02/24
02/24
02/24
02/26
02/27
02/28

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
February 8 the state website was reporting 23,261 total cases with 145 deaths
As of February 15 - the state website is reporting 23,620 cases and 150 deaths
February 8 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,956
February 15 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,042

Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 2 - 247
Lincoln County Active Cases as of February 9 - 142
Newsletter Content
Contributors

Dan James
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

