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 so long ago. And still, we wear masks; 
we're physically distant; we can't be 
with friends and ch that's broken in this 

 Highlights of  February 8, 2022 Congregation Council 
meeting held via Zoom:   

        
 The Souper Bowl of  Caring will be held this coming Saturday and Sunday, 

February 12th and 13th.  The youth will be at the north wing drive-through 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.to collect food items and/or 
financial donations.  Donations can also be made at Sunday’s worship 
service.  The goal is to collect 1,000 items.  Donations will be used for the 
food pantry and Christian Ministry. 

 
 The ELCA National Youth Gathering that was scheduled to take place in 

July in Minneapolis has been cancelled.  The pandemic has created low 
registration numbers and concerns for safety leading to the cancellation.  
The desire and hope is that it can be held in 2023. 

 
 
 Our January offerings exceeded our expenses by $2,140.  This is certainly 

a good way to start the new- year financially.  The Council is very 
appreciative of  all who support Emmanuel’s ministry with their offerings. 

 
 The new Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) Unit has 

been installed in the fellowship hall.  The air conditioning had not worked 
since last spring and was going to be expensive to repair.  Due to the age 
and cost of  repairs the Council elected to replace the entire HVAC 
system.  The heat now comes from twin gas furnaces that are 
independent of  our boiler system.  The boiler circulates heated water and 
will now only heat our sanctuary and narthex.  Many thanks to those who 
contributed to the HVAC fund.  Your donations and memorials made this 
possible.  

 
 
 Emmanuel will participate in the “Be the Light” campaign for Lutheran 

Services Carolinas.  During the Lenten season we will highlight this 
important ministry and how you can support it with your financial 
contributions.  
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 In conjunction with the other downtown community churches, Emmanuel is looking 
at doing online weekly devotions.  This will be in lieu of  having Lenten lunches at First 
united Methodist Church.  

 
 
 Our Annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, February 27, 2022 at the 

end of  worship.  Yearbooks will be distributed and members of  the Nominating 
Committee will be elected. 

 

 
 

 

Get free at- home COVID- 19 tests 
 

Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4 free at- home COVID- 19 tests. 
The tests are completely free. Orders will usually ship in 7-12 days. 

Order your tests now so you have them when you need them. 
 

Go to:  COVIDtests.gov  
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Sunday, February 13th 
 

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany.  
We would do well to listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and 

the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd 
among those who desire to touch Jesus.  The risen Christ stands 
among us in the mystery of  the holy supper with an invitation to 

live in him, and offers power to heal us all.  

Emergency Services is requesting book bags to be donated 

https://www.covidtests.gov/
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Jonah and the Whale 
 
One day, a teacher was talking to her first grade class about whales when 
a little girl had a question. 
 
Little Girl: "Do whales swallow people?" 
 
Teacher: "No, even though they are much bigger than a person, they have 
throat pleats that filter their food of krill and plankton. 
 
Little Girl: "But the Bible says Jonah was swallowed by 
a whale." 
 
Teacher getting angry: "Blue whales cannot swallow 
people." 
 
Little Girl: "Well, when I get to heaven I'll just ask 
Jonah if he was really swallowed by a whale." 
 
Teacher, now red with anger: "What if Jonah went to hell?" 
 
Little Girl: "Well, then you can ask him." 
 
 

 

 

 
Pamela Rose Williams is a religious writer and developer of websites devoted to 
Christianity. She has four very short characterizations of each of the four Gospels. Can 
you match her charactization with the corresponding Gospel? 
 
1.Matthew 
2.Mark 
3.Luke 
4.John 
 
A.what Jesus did 
B.what Jesus felt 
C.what Jesus said 
D.who Jesus was 
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Answer:  1 – c, 2 – a, 3 – b, 4 - d 
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Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 
 
17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a 
great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18They had come to 
hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.  
19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said:   
 “Blessed are you who are poor,  
  for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now,  
  for you will be filled. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now,  
  for you will laugh. 
  22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 
account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
 24“But woe to you who are rich,  
  for you have received your consolation. 
 25“Woe to you who are full now,  
  for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who are laughing now,  
  for you will mourn and weep. 
  26“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.” 
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Ministry in Action -  February - March 
  

February 13 February 20 February 27 March 2 

Greeters 
Todd Lanier 
Vera Lanier 

David Bynum 
Johnnie Bynum 

Rudy Rudisill 
Paulette Rudisill 

Kenneth Pales 
Nancy Pales 

Lector Beth Collins Randy Zimtbaum Ruth Murphy John Cromer 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers NOT Available John Lineberger Available Available 

Monthly Duties February 2022 

Councilperson Leon Harmon      

Altar Guild Cathy Lounsbury Meredith Shuford 
 

Rhonda Thompson 
 

Allison Zimtbaum 

Ushers John Cromer (Captain) 
Leon Harmon 
James Gantt 

Stephen Lounsbury 
Randy Zimtbaum 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Fifth Sunday of  Epiphany 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: Luke 6:17-26 
 
Talk: Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your 

attention as you read the passage? A great multitude of  
folks were coming to hear Jesus and be healed by him.  They had seen 
him cast out demons, heal the sick, and now they wanted to touch him 
to feel his power. What would you do to experience healing, if  you 
believed someone had the power to make it happen?  To what lengths 
would you go to experience wholeness?  I don’t know how Jesus dealt 
with the constant need of  the crowd, but I can imagine that the 
disciples who looked on were overwhelmed at the sight. 

 
 These days of  the pandemic have been overwhelming to so many.  

Everyone wants to feel whole once again. Yet, the pressures have left 
us weary to the bone, tired in body, mind, and spirit. Those who try to 
lead can’t win in this tense environment.  I think Jesus, whose address 
is directed to the disciples, is offering hope and peace in the midst of  
all the confusion.  

  
 What does it mean to be blessed?  Jesus blesses all those who are 

outsiders: the poor, the hungry, the weeping, those who are hated, 
excluded, and defamed on account of  Jesus. What does Jesus offer 
each of  those? What does he call them to do? 

 
 What is offered to the insiders? How does that make us evaluate where 

we are in the world, and what we have? 
 
Pray: Loving Lord, you bless those who are in need, offering the very things 

that fill them. You heal the sick, and the brokenhearted. You give 
meaning and hope to those who are hopeless. And you bring strength 
to the weak. Bless us in these difficult days that we might find peace in 
you. Amen 

 
Bless:     “_______, you have been blessed by God.” 
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Patience - A better New Year’s Resolution 
 

HOW DO I BECOME MORE PATIENT? 
 

ALLOW GOD TO WORK THINGS OUT IN HIS TIME 
 

We have a tendency to tell God what to do…”God this is what needs to happen…” We 
really are sabotaging God’s process. 
 
Ironically, sometimes we pray for things from our own knowledge, when God has even 
better ideas for us.  We just need to listen to Him and study Him to see how He is working 
for the better in our lives. 
 
Abraham in one of  the early examples in the bible of  someone sabotaging God.  God had 
told him that he would be a father of  a great nation.  Out of  Abraham’s impatience, he gets 
another woman pregnant, rather than patiently working through God’s timetable. 
 

 

         

Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, 
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy 
Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family 
(cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne 
Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn 
Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan 
Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of 
Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya 
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-
law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley 

(Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London 
(father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam 
(friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike) 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 TO BE HELD SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2022 

 
Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the 10:00 
Worship Service on February 27, 2022.   
 
Yearbooks will be distributed and members of  the Nominating Committee will be elected. 
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Souper Bowl Sunday Christian Ministries Soup Kitchen Fundraiser!  
 

This Saturday February 12th - Drive Thru 
 

The Outreach Committee will be at the North Wing Entrance on 
Saturday February 12th from 10 am until 1 pm for you to 
drop your donations off. 
 

Sunday February 13th 
 

On Sunday, February 13th Christian Ministries is asking each 
church member to donate $1.00 and a can of soup as you leave 
church.   

 
Emmanuel’s youth will be standing at the exits with empty pots 
ready to collect your generous donations.  
 

Help us feed the hungry in our community! 
 

The soup kitchen operates 7 days per week, 365 days per year 
thanks to all churches and volunteer groups! More than 124 people 
are feed on an average per day! 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

February 1 the state website was reporting 22,599 total cases with 140 deaths 
 

As of February 8 - the state website is reporting 23,261 cases and 145 deaths 
 

February 1 - statewide hospitalizations - 4,786 

February 8 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,956 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  January 28 - 328 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  February 2 - 247 

 

Leon Harmon  02/01 
Linda Rice  02/03 
Nicholas Heavner  02/06 
Phyllis Scronce  02/09 
Josh Collins  02/10 
Cecelia Driscoll  02/10 
Jean Rome  02/10 
Aaron Brown  02/11 
Florence Beam  02/14 
Kayda Carmichael 02/15 
Dee Hallman  02/15 
Delores Bolen  02/16 
Cyprus Collins  02/16 
Suzanne Rhyne  02/16 
Tiffany Rome  02/16 
Alex Cromer  02/19 
Lauren Foster  02/22 
Linda Goodson  02/24 
Carole Sherrill  02/24 
James Wakulsky  02/24 
Nancy Truitt  02/27 
Danielle Little  02/28
   

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


