
SEEDS OF HOPE! February 2, 2022 

 

 so long ago. And still, we wear masks; 
we're physically distant; we can't be 
with friends and family as 
In the 1993 film Groundhog Day, “a self-centered Pittsburgh weatherman 
(Bill Murray) finds himself  inexplicably trapped in a small town as he lives 
the same day over and over again.”  I was thinking about that movie as 
February 2, Groundhog Day, came and went.  It seems like a metaphor for 
life in the days of  the Coronavirus.  It feels like we are reliving the same day, 
wondering why we can’t move forward and get back to normal.  
 
I was also thinking about old Punxsutawney Phil, the groundhog, who each 
year on February 2, predicts how many more weeks of  winter we will have.  
If  Phil pops up and sees his shadow, he will burrow back down and we can 
anticipate six more weeks of  winter.  If, on the other hand, it is cloudy and 
he doesn’t see his shadow, we can anticipate an early Spring.  If  only Phil 
could predict when this dreaded virus would be behind us.  
 
Unfortunately, we have no crystal balls, but we do have faith, modern 
science, and a little common sense to help us navigate these days.  As we 
maneuver through these difficult days, we will lean hard into the depth of  
God’s grace.  We will continue to trust that God is walking with us, even 
when things sometimes seem to the contrary.  We will rely on the wisdom 
and knowledge of  doctors and nurses who study and treat infectious 
diseases, those who are on the front line day in and day out, putting their 
own lives at risk to save ours.  And we will encourage the use of  common 
sense to work for the common good of  all children of  God.  We will take 
precautionary measures to protect our sisters and brothers from this virus 
that has so stripped us of  the life we have come to know and love. 
 
And we will pray diligently that one day soon, we will find ourselves a new 
normal through which to engage the world in meaningful ways.  So, be kind 
with yourselves and with others; these are difficult days.  Share some grace as 
we muddle along trying to make our way safely through these murky waters.  
And know that we are not alone.  We don’t know when all this will end, but 
we do know that we are in this together.  And there is some peace in that.  
Emmanuel:  God is with us. 
 
 

☩ Pastor Mike  
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 World 
 

 
 Emergency Services is asking for book bags to be donated 

Get free at- home COVID- 19 tests 
 

Every home in the U.S. is eligible to order 4 free at- home COVID- 19 tests. 
The tests are completely free. Orders will usually ship in 7-12 days. 

Order your tests now so you have them when you need them. 
 

Go to:  COVIDtests.gov  
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Sunday, February 6th 
 

The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely 
instruments and circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory.  
“Who will go for us?”  God asks.  A person of  unclean lips, a 

former persecutor of  the church of  God, and three fishermen who 
couldn’t catch a thing.  More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are 

also called.  

ANNUAL MEETING 
 TO BE HELD SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2022 

 
Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the 
10:00 Worship Service on February 27, 2022.   
 
Yearbooks will be distributed and members of  the Nominating Committee will be 
elected. 

https://www.covidtests.gov/
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Forest Gump and St. Peter 

 
When Forest Gump died, he stood in front of St. Peter at the Pearly Gates.  St. Peter said, "Welcome, Forest.  We've heard a lot 
about you.”  He continued, "Unfortunately, it's getting pretty crowded up here and we find that we now have to give people an 
entrance examination before we let them in." 
 
"Okay," said Forest.  "I hope it's not too hard.  I've already been through a test.  My momma used to say, 'Life is like a final exam.  
It's hard.’  " 
 
"Yes, Forest, I know.  But this test is only three questions.  Here they are." 
 
1) Which two days of the week begin with the letter 'T'?" 
 
2) How many seconds are in a year? 
 
3) What is God's first name? 
 
"Well, sir," said Forest, "The first one is easy.  Which two days of the week begin with the letter 'T'?  Today and Tomorrow." 
 
St. Peter looked surprised and said, "Well, that wasn't the answer I was looking for, but you have a point.  I give you credit for that 
answer." 
 
"The next question," said Forest, "How many seconds are in a year?  Twelve." 
 
"Twelve?" said St. Peter, surprised and confused. 
 
"Yes, sir.  January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd …" 
 
St. Peter interrupted him.  "I see what you mean.  I'll have to give you credit for that one, too." 
 
"And the last question," said Forest, "What is God's first name?  It's Andy." 
 
"Andy?" said St. Peter, in shock.  "How did you come up with 'Andy'?" 
 
"I learned it in church.  We used to sing about it.”  Forest broke into song, "Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me, Andy tells 
me I am His own." 
 
St. Peter opened the gate to heaven and said, "Run, Forest, Run!" 

 
 

 

 

Where is the Old Testament can we find the Ten Commandments? 
 
 

A. Genesis 25 
B. Exodus 20 
C. Leviticus 16 
D. Numbers 28 
E. Deuteronomy 5 
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Answer: B and E 
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Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
 
1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of  Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing 
in on him to hear the word of  God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of  the lake; the 
fishermen had gone out of  them and were washing their nets.  3He got into one of  the 
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore.  
Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  4When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.”  
5Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.  Yet if  
you say so, I will let down the nets.”  6When they had done this, they caught so many fish 
that their nets were beginning to break.  7So they signaled their partners in the other boat 
to come and help them.  And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.  
8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, and “Go away from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  9For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch 
of  fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, sons of  Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon.  Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching people.”  11When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything 
and followed him. 
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Ministry in Action -  February 
  

February 6 February 13 February 20 February 27 

Greeters 

 
George Boyd 
Susan Boyd 

 

Todd Lanier 
Vera Lanier 

David Bynum 
Johnnie Bynum 

Rudy Rudisill 
Paulette Rudisill 

Lector Ben Robinson Beth Collins Randy Zimtbaum Ruth Murphy 

Videographer Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne Jadon Rhyne 

Altar Flowers Available NOT Available John Lineberger Available 

Monthly Duties February 2022 

Councilperson Leon Harmon      

Altar Guild Cathy Lounsbury Meredith Shuford 
 

Rhonda Thompson 
 

Allison Zimtbaum 

Ushers John Cromer (Captain) 
Leon Harmon 
James Gantt 

Stephen Lounsbury 
Randy Zimtbaum 
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike 
Fifth Sunday of  Epiphany 

 
Share:  Share your highs and lows 
 

Read: Luke 5:1-11 
 
Talk:  Slowly reflect on the reading.  Did anything grab your 

attention as you read the passage?  Imagine the scene.  
Jesus is by the lake and it is morning.  The fishermen have been out all 
night, with nothing to show for it.  They are beyond tired, just wanting 
to wash their gear and go home to rest.  But now in the midst of  them 
trying to clean up and go home, a large crowd is pushing in on them, 
so they can’t finish their work.  Have you ever been so tired, that you 
felt you just couldn’t go on, and someone asks you for just a little 
more?   How would you feel if  Jesus hopped into your boat and 
started to teach?  What do you say when he tells you to put out into 
deep water and let down your nets?  Doesn’t he realize you are dog 
tired, have been out all night, and are a PROFESSIONAL 
FISHERMAN!? 

 
 Are the results different with Jesus?  Why, what is the point he’s trying 

to make?  And now that he’s proven with him they can fish, how does 
he change the game?  How does this relate to our lives with Jesus?  
Has Jesus changed the game of  our lives?  If  so, how?  Are we still 
amazed at what Jesus is doing in the world around us?  How are we 
participating in the mission to fish for people?  What does that even 
look like in 2022?  Are you willing to leave everything and follow 
Jesus?  What does that even mean? 

 
Pray:   Lord, sometimes you call us to do things we don’t want to do, things 

we think we’ve already done.  We are tired and get discouraged.  Yet, 
you promise to be with us and cause our labor to be fruitful.  Give us 
the courage and the strength to follow you, that we might catch others 
with your love.  Amen 

 
Bless:     “_______, you have been caught by the grace of  God.” 
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St. Olaf  Choir 
The world-renowned St. Olaf  Choir will be in Charlotte on Tuesday, 

February 8 at 7 PM 

 
The St. Olaf  Choir comes from St. Olaf  College in Northfied, Minnesota, a college of  the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America that is know for its excellence in music, 

mathematics, and the sciences.  One-third of  all students who attend St. Olaf  are involved in 

music.  The concert program will consist of  a wide variety of  contrasting sacred and secular 

repertoire of  the highest caliber. 

 

Cost is $35 for Adults and $10 for Students 

 

For tickets contact stolaf.edu/tickets or 800-363-5487 

 

 

Patience - A better New Year’s Resolution 
 

HOW DO I BECOME MORE PATIENT? 
 

EXPECTATIONS -  
 

God’s time versus our time are two different ends of  the spectrum.  One of  God’s 
qualities is His patience.  Think about how much grace He gives us.  Wow!  We’re all just 
living in grace. 
 
What would happen if  we did not put worldly expectations on ourselves, but instead 
considered doing things on God’s time? 
 

Frank Laubach gave this morning prayer:  “Lord, what are you doing today that I can help 
you with?” 

         

Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer, 
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul, 
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy 
Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family 
(cousin of Barbara O’Neill),  Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne 
Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn 
Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell),  Terri Blake (friend of Susan 
Boyd),  Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry),  Nancy Skeeters (in-law of 
Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya 
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-
law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley 

(Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London 
(father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam 
(friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike) 
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Souper Bowl Sunday Christian Ministries Soup Kitchen Fundraiser!  
 

Saturday February 12th - Drive Thru 
 

The Outreach Committee will be at the North Wing Entrance on 
Saturday February 12th from 10 am until 1 pm for you to 
drop your donations off. 
 

Sunday February 13th 
 

On Sunday, February 13th Christian Ministries is asking each 
church member to donate $1.00 and a can of soup as you leave 
church.   

 
Emmanuel’s youth will be standing at the exits with empty pots 
ready to collect your generous donations.  
 

Help us feed the hungry in our community! 
 

The soup kitchen operates 7 days per week, 365 days per year 
thanks to all churches and volunteer groups! More than 124 people 
are feed on an average per day! 
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Traditional Worship Service 
10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Sunday worship, study and  
fellowship opportunities 

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers 
 
 

January 25 the state website was reporting 21,383 total cases with 138 deaths 
 

As of February 1 - the state website is reporting 22,599 cases and 140 deaths 
 

January 25 - statewide hospitalizations - 5,055 

February 1 - statewide hospitalizations - 4,786 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  January 21 - 161** 

Lincoln County Active Cases as of  January 28 - 328 

**Most Testing sites closed due to snow storm** 

Leon Harmon  02/01 
Linda Rice  02/03 
Nicholas Heavner  02/06 
Phyllis Scronce  02/09 
Josh Collins  02/10 
Cecelia Driscoll  02/10 
Jean Rome  02/10 
Aaron Brown  02/11 
Florence Beam  02/14 
Kayda Carmichael 02/15 
Dee Hallman  02/15 
Delores Bolen  02/16 
Cyprus Collins  02/16 
Suzanne Rhyne  02/16 
Tiffany Rome  02/16 
Alex Cromer  02/19 
Lauren Foster  02/22 
Linda Goodson  02/24 
Carole Sherrill  02/24 
James Wakulsky  02/24 
Nancy Truitt  02/27 
Danielle Little  02/28
   

Service is live streamed on  
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday 
and will be posted to YouTube. 


