SEEDS OF HOPE!

SEEDS OF HOPE!

January 26, 2022

Epiphany - Pay Attention
More than 2,000 years ago, a surprising and intriguing new star appeared
in our galaxy. Hardly anyone noticed, but some did. This coming
Thursday, January 6,2022, is the Feast of the Epiphany. That which had
been hidden is now revealed. The “Aha!” moment. Epiphany. Matthew’s
Gospel tells us, “In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’”
Magi. Magicians. Zoroastrians. Astrologers. These were the ones who
came from the east in search of the newborn King of the Jews. A familiar,
yet odd, story in the sense that the Christ gets the attention of non-Jews
from foreign lands because of signs in the stars. Really? Zodiac Jesus?
I must admit that I always cringe a bit when someone offers up a trite
theological nugget like, “Well, religious differences don’t really matter.
We’re all just on different roads that lead to the same place.” I often want
to reply sarcastically, “Is that so? Then why don’t you just hop on any
random road after church and see if you wind up at home?” But then I
realize that these Magi don’t understand or care much about insider things
like the covenant with Abraham, Torah, Exodus, circumcision, the Davidic
dynasty, the prophets, deliverance from exile, and the hope for Messiah
that comprise Judaism, yet they still come to worship Jesus, the “King of
the Jews.” They’re clearly outsiders. Or they had been.
What they do understand is that creation itself—the heavens—has been
transformed and that whoever’s birth would call forth the star of
Bethlehem’s sign must be worthy of long journeys, expensive gifts, and
awe that issues forth in worship. And then God speaks to these wise ones
in a dream. A different road, indeed, led them to the Christ and to the
God whom that Christ most fully reveals! The lines of insider vs. outsider
are forever blurred, if not completely erased! For some. Others, like
Herod, will go to any length to kill even a baby who might eventually
upset the status quo and threaten his hold on power.
You might (or might not) know that Bishop Eaton’s and the ELCA’s
“Future Directions” reorganization is heavily focused on reaching new
people. A least a million in the next few years. They may or may not show
up in our buildings and for our programs, but we’re reaching out to them,
and while we treasure all age groups and demographics as image-of-God
and redeemed-in-Christ precious children, we are unashamedly focusing
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Sunday, January 30th
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least
expected. God uses our lips to declare that glory, inexperienced and
hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to demonstrate
that glory and so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of
Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal God’s glory
where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God
slip through our midst unnoticed.

on outreach to younger people and to ethnic-specific groups whom this church (ELCA
and predecessor bodies) has miserably failed to reach. We are committed to not becoming
Herod-like preservers of institution and status quo at all costs, but seekers, followers, of
Jesus.
Our purpose, our calling, as church is to make Christ known and then, with the Spirit’s
help, to make disciples who worship, learn, pray, care, give, and serve. We’ve been
tiptoeing as Church, looking over our shoulders, worrying about our self-preservation,
who’s in and who’s out, long enough. It’s time to learn again to be bold, to expand the
circle, to resolve to be vessels of Christ, the light of the world, as our primary purpose
rather than being entirely consumed by polarized insider debates.
That’s really what the Epiphany is all about. Had there been any question before, this God
of the Jews is now revealed beyond any doubt to all people. Celestial bodies shine and
point to Jesus who, though clearly a Jew, brings hope and salvation to all people. Even me,
in my theological snobbery. Even you. Not only earth, but galaxies shine, dance, and point
the way, if we, with the Magi, but pay attention!
Walking with you,

The Rev. Timothy M. Smith, NC Synod Bishop

thought this
so long ago. And still, we wear masks;
we're physically distant; we can't be with
friends and family as
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How to Get Into Heaven
A man dies and meets St. Peter at the Pearly Gates. Peter says to the man,
"Here's how it works. You need to have one hundred points to get into heaven.
You tell me about all the good things you've done. They are all worth a certain
number of points. If your total is one hundred or more, you can come in."

"Well," says the man. "I was happily married to the same woman for 52 years.
I never looked at another woman. I was attentive and loved her dearly."
"That's great," says St. Peter. "That'll be two points."
"Hmmm," says the man. "This is going to be harder than I thought. Well, I
attended church regularly, volunteered my time and tithed faithfully."
"Wonderful," says St. Peter, "That's worth another point."
"One point!" says the man. "Okay, okay. I was involved with a prison ministry
for twenty-five years. I went into the prison, at least monthly, and shared
Jesus with them."
"Wow!" says St. Peter. "That's another two points!"
"Only two points!" says the man. "At this rate, it'll be only by the grace of
God that'll I'll ever get into this place."
"Bingo!" says St. Peter. "That's one hundred points! Come on
in."

According to the Book of Daniel, how many beasts appear in Daniel’s vision?

E.

2
3
4
5

7
Answer: C. Daniel chapter 7

A.
B.
C.
D.
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Ministry in Action - January / February
January 30

February 6

February 13

February 20

Greeters

Barbara Carpenter
Dara Jarrett

George Boyd
Susan Boyd

Todd Lanier
Vera Lanier

David Bynum
Johnnie Bynum

Lector

Jennifer Huskey

Ben Robinson

Beth Collins

Randy Zimtbaum

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Available

Available

NOT Available

John Lineberger

Monthly Duties February 2022
Councilperson

Leon Harmon

Altar Guild

Cathy Lounsbury

Meredith Shuford

Rhonda Thompson

Ushers

John Cromer (Captain)

Leon Harmon
James Gantt

Stephen Lounsbury
Randy Zimtbaum

Allison Zimtbaum

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30
21Then

[Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to
them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will
say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’
” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.
25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven
was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the
land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.
27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of
them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in the
synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to
the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the
cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 4:21-30

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your
attention as you read the passage? This text is the
continuation of last week’s lesson. Everyone was singing Jesus’
praises, and amazed that he spoke so eloquently. He was just a good
old boy from Nazareth, Joseph’s son. Do you know anyone who has
become famous, or won personal recognition that hails from small
town America? Don’t we get excited when someone we know gets
some big honor or notoriety. Does that make you feel better about
yourself? Worse about yourself? Do you come to expect more of
them?
Jesus has a very clear understanding of who he is and what he’s to do.
Why did folks turn on him so quickly? How far were they willing to
go to get rid of him? Do you ever get frustrated with God for not
living up to what you expected God to do for you? Have you ever felt
angry with God? Why?
How did Jesus escape? How does Jesus escape our frustration, unmet
expectations, and unbelief?

Pray:

Gracious God, forgive us for trying to make you something that you
are not. You were not created in our image and yet we try to make you
a servant to our whims. Be our strong God, for you alone are true to
yourself. Amen

Bless: “_______, be open to God’s truth.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul,
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Chris Hance, Betty King, Nancy
McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine
and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen
(Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother),
Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of
Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (inlaw of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya
Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-inlaw of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley
(Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London
(father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam
(friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike)

St. Olaf Choir
The world-renowned St. Olaf Choir will be in Charlotte on Tuesday,
February 8 at 7 PM
The St. Olaf Choir comes from St. Olaf College in Northfied, Minnesota, a college of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America that is know for its excellence in music,
mathematics, and the sciences. One-third of all students who attend St. Olaf are involved in
music. The concert program will consist of a wide variety of contrasting sacred and secular
repertoire of the highest caliber.
Cost is $35 for Adults and $10 for Students
For tickets contact stolaf.edu/tickets or 800-363-5487

Patience - A better New Year’s Resolution
HOW DO I BECOME MORE PATIENT?

Slow Down - Part of being patient is learning how to slow down. This means slowing

how fast you talk, how fast you walk, slowing your thoughts, etc. It forces you to listen.
When you’re patient, you are more present. You notice more things because you are not
allowing your busy or nervous behavior to overwhelm your senses.
In James 1:19 we are told to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.
When you do as this scripture says, you are being more patient, but you also notice more
things. You notice more of what others are saying and doing because you are not trying to
formulate what you’re going to say next while the other person is talking.
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Souper Bowl Sunday Christian Ministries Soup Kitchen Fundraiser!
Saturday February 12th - Drive Thru

The Outreach Committee will be at the North Wing Entrance on
Saturday February 12th from 10 am until 1 pm for you to
drop your donations off.
Sunday February 13th
On Sunday, February 13th Christian Ministries is asking each
church member to donate $1.00 and a can of soup as you leave
church.

Emmanuel’s youth will be standing at the exits with empty pots
ready to collect your generous donations.
Help us feed the hungry in our community!
The soup kitchen operates 7 days per week, 365 days per year
thanks to all churches and volunteer groups! More than 124 people
are feed on an average per day!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Leon Harmon
Linda Rice
Nicholas Heavner
Phyllis Scronce
Josh Collins
Cecelia Driscoll
Jean Rome
Aaron Brown
Florence Beam
Kayda Carmichael
Dee Hallman
Delores Bolen
Cyprus Collins
Suzanne Rhyne
Tiffany Rome
Alex Cromer
Lauren Foster
Linda Goodson
Carole Sherrill
James Wakulsky
Nancy Truitt
Danielle Little

02/01
02/03
02/06
02/09
02/10
02/10
02/10
02/11
02/14
02/15
02/15
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/19
02/22
02/24
02/24
02/24
02/27
02/28

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
January 18 the state website was reporting 20,127 total cases with 135 deaths
As of January 25 - the state website is reporting 21,383 cases and 138 deaths
January 18 - statewide hospitalizations - 4,630
January 25 - statewide hospitalizations - 5,055

Lincoln County Active Cases as of January 12 - 346
Lincoln County Active Cases as of January 21 - 161**
**Most Testing sites closed due to snow storm**
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
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PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

