SEEDS OF HOPE!

SEEDS OF HOPE!

January 12, 2022

CHRISTMAS 2
021

Highlights of January 11, 2022 Congregation Council meeting via Zoom:




Emmanuel will be participating once again in the “Souper Bowl of Caring”
for Christian Ministry. On Saturday, February 12th there will be a drive
through food or financial donation drop off at the north wing from 10:00
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Donations can also be brought to worship on Sunday,
February 13th, the day of the Super Bowl.
Planning is taking place at Emmanuel for the youth to go to the ELCA
National Youth Gathering that will take place in Minneapolis July 24-28,
2022. Stay tuned for upcoming ways to support our youth to go and
experience this event.



Our December offerings exceeded our expenses by $21,138. Our 2021
expenses for the year exceeded our offerings by $901.



Our Fall Stewardship Appeal Brochure and Statement of Intent were mailed
to members on November 8th. To date we have had 47 intent cards
returned. If you have not returned your intent card, we highly encourage
you to complete and return it. Please give this stewardship appeal much
thought, prayer and discernment, remembering all the blessings we have
received from God. You may place it in the offering basket at church or
bring by the church office or mail directly to the church.



The Council will have a “retreat” on Saturday January 29th either in the Faith
Building or virtual based on the situation with the pandemic. This will be
for preparing and planning for the 2022 year.



Due to the recent spike in the virus infection rate and highly contagious
nature of the new variant our worship service will be shortened. There will
be less singing and no choir. The hope is this spike in infection rates and
this change in worship will be short-lived.



Year–end reports, lists of committee members and schedules for the
yearbook are due by January 15th.



Work on restoring the last four stained glass windows in the sanctuary
(including the large bell choir window) should begin within the next month
and be complete by Easter.
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Sunday, January 16th
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of
God’s glory to us as it was made known to the magi and to those on
Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery.
Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice
over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore
for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste
and see.

Continued from Page 1


Work on replacing the Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) units in the
Fellowship Hall should begin next week and be completed in three - four days.



Our Annual Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, February 27, 2022 at the
end of worship. Yearbooks will be distributed and members of the Nominating
Committee will be elected.
Our Mission: As the body of Christ, fed and nourished through worship, we are called to serve all
people through the use of our gifts to proclaim God’s justice, mercy and love.

Just a reminder!
Committee reports are due in the church office by January 15th.
Thank you so much for getting these to me early!
Many thanks for all the hard work that each of you do.
ANNUAL MEETING
TO BE HELD SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2022
Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the 10:00
Worship Service on February 27, 2022.
Yearbooks will be distributed and members of the Nominating Committee will be
elected.
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Corn Souffle
3 eggs, beaten
1 Tbsp pepper
1 can corn, drained
1 can cream corn

1 box Jiffy cornbread mix
1 stick butter, melted
1 - 8 oz carton French Onion Dip

Mix all ingredients and bake in greased dish for 45-60 minutes at 350
degrees
Recipe by Jason

& Jennifer
McConnell

from the 2008 What’s Cooking at
Emmanuel WELCA Cookbook

In Matthew 25, Jesus says that the Son of Man will separate the sheep
from the goats and that the Son of Man for their deeds.
Which one of the following is not on that list of deeds?

Fed the hungry
Gave drink to the thirsty
Welcomed the stranger
Gave clothing to the naked
Cared for the sick.
Visited those on prison.
Prayed to the Lord

Answer: G

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

I Don't Want to Go to Church!
A mother went to wake her son for church one Sunday morning. When she
knocked on his door, he said, "I'm not going!"
"Why not?" asked his mother.
"I'll give you two good reasons," he said. "One, they don't like me. Two, I
don't like them."
His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why YOU WILL go to
church. One, you're 47 years old. Two, you're the pastor!"
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Ministry in Action - January / February
January 16

January 23

January 30

February 6

Greeters

Keith Saine
Lori Saine

Susan McConnell
Phyllis Scronce

Barbara Carpenter
Dara Jarrett

Lector

Jennifer Little

Jennifer Huskey

Steve Lounsbury

Ben Robinson

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Available

Lounsbury

Available

Available

George Boyd
Susan Boyd

Monthly Duties January 2022
Councilperson

Shannon Bridges

Altar Guild

Elaine Harmon

Doris Little

Ushers

George Boyd (Captain)

David Bynum
John Cromer

Guy Rudisill
Stephen Lounsbury

Gospel: John 2:1-11
1On

the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to
me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6Now standing there were
six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars
with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8He said to
them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So
they took it. 9When the steward tasted the water that had become
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom 10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did
this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples
believed in him.
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Second Sunday of Epiphany
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

John 2:1-11

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? Have you ever been to one of those really fancy
weddings, you know, one that’s going to last for hours and hours?
What is the biggest faux pas, other than the bride’s and the groom’s
mothers choosing the same dress to wear to the wedding? Running
out of food and beverage might rate pretty high up on the list. Jewish
weddings at the time of Jesus often lasted for days. It was a huge deal
and the whole community was invited. To run out of wine would have
been the pinnacle of embarrassment and ridicule.
Who is it that comes to the rescue? How did Jesus respond to his
mother? Did he automatically jump in to help? What might his words
have meant? Did Mary give up? What is the significance of using the
water designated for the Jewish purification rites? What was the
quantity and quality of the wine? Who got the credit for the wine?
Jesus provides an abundance of wine, more than they need. And it
isn’t any old wine, but the finest wine. From God’s gracious hand
comes an abundance of grace, grace overflowing. The old rituals have
given way of living in the community where God’s love is poured out
for all.

Pray:

Gracious God, you transform old rites into overflowing grace.
Transform us into the life that you would have us to live. Help us to
share from your abundance that all may drink and be satisfied. May
the celebration of your love never end. Amen

Bless:

“_______, you are God’s fine wine.”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Cherry Deal, Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Paul,
Driscoll, Max Edwards, James Gantt, Chris Hance, Betty King, Nancy
McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain, Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine
and family (cousin of Barbara O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen
(Marianne Doehling’s father) James McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s
brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of Susan McConnell), Terri Blake
(friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry (Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy
Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John
and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell
(sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah
Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy
London (father of Tonya Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson),
Sherri Beam (friend of Julie Leonhardt), Drew Milholland (Pastor Mike)

There are still opportunities for you to place flowers in the
church in memory of or in honor of any loved ones or as a
special way of saying thank you to someone or wish
someone a Happy Birthday or Happy Anniversary.
The sign up sheet is now located in the Church Office.
Feel free to stop by Monday thru Thursday from 8 am until
1 pm.
You may also contact me by phone at 704-735-9033 or you
may e-mail me at lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com
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Members Board

As I grow older my short term memory fails me more often – but it can vividly
remember Christmas Eve 53 years ago. (Long Term Memory is great).
A message from deep outer space! “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth; and the earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep; and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”
Three American Astronauts were orbiting the moon, man’s first small leap into the
limitless universe. This was a technological achievement far beyond anything man had
done before. Yet, as they read to a worldwide audience the words seemed neither old
fashioned or out of place. The words of Genesis seemed to bring hope after a year of
tragedy and civil unrest (1968).
“Apollo 8” represented the vanguard of science at that time. Yet beyond all science lies
the mystery and wonder of creation and life itself.

God gave us scientific minds to discover relationships and God gave us faith to build
relationships. So with a new year in front of us – may we emerge from the shadows to
display God’s purpose every day in our actions and interactions.
Happy 2022
Dan James
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Paula Turner
Stanley Goodson
Annette Stone
Melissa Scronce
Jill Eaddy
Michael Wise
Dieter Strohhacker
Patti Hance
Marty Shuford Jr.
Daniel Rhodes
Shannon Bridges
David Byrd
Kae Wright
Alfred Yoder
Allison Zimtbaum
Shirley Barnes
John Little
Langley Little
Perry Propst
Owynn Cornwell
Carol Meadows
John Cloninger III
Marilyn Brooks
Cherie Derr

01/01
01/07
01/08
01/10
01/11
01/11
01/13
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/18
01/18
01/19
01/19
01/22
01/24
01/24
01/24
01/24
01/28
01/28
01/30
01/31
01/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
January 4 the state website was reporting 17,599 total cases with 133 deaths
As of January 11 - the state website is reporting 18,570 cases and 133 deaths
January 4 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,008
January 11 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,991

Lincoln County Active Cases as of December 29 - 438
Lincoln County Active Cases as of January 5 - 259
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

