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From Christmas to Epiphany

What a beautiful Christmas Eve service we had at Emmanuel! About 100
people gathered together to listen to the sacred story once again. We heard it
read, we heard it sung, and we heard it preached. It was a familiar tale of
God’s light breaking through the darkness of this world. It was the story of
hope amid despair, of love in the face of hate, of life over death. It was the
story of new birth. It was the story of Jesus. As Mary gave birth to God’s
Son, Jesus, she gave birth to possibility. The Word of God had taken on
human flesh and had come to dwell among us. God had become one of us.
As the late Eugene Peterson wrote, “God moved into the neighborhood.”
Yet, the story of Christmas isn’t only about the birth of the Son of God; it is
but a chapter in the book of faith, our salvation history. It is a beginning of a
story of grace and mercy in Jesus. It is about what God did, and what God
continues to do in bringing life and light to bear. The story of Christmas is
not static; it has the power to change us, to transform us into the light that
shines in the darkness. We have the opportunity to be a reflection of God’s
glorious light that offers hope. And this happens in concrete ways, both inside
the church and throughout the world.
Each of us are a part of this marvelous story, for wherever we go we carry
Christ from the manger out to the world. As the church, we are Christ
bearers. So where will the Christ light shine in you? At school? Work?
Grocery store? Playground? At home? In worship? Will the world, indeed,
know us by our light and our love?
Epiphany, meaning “revelation” or “manifestation” is the realization that Jesus
crossed boundaries. He was the manifestation of the incarnate love of God.
He came not just for the Jews even though he was Jewish, he was sent for the
whole world. The visitors from the East that followed a star were not Jewish,
were not part of the elect, the chosen, and yet, they came to pay homage, to
worship the infant king. Jesus came to break down the barriers that separate,
and to unite the world in the love of God. The Love of Bethlehem was the
same Love that hung on a cross on Golgotha. Yes, that Love conquered death
that you and I might have life, and a life lived in the Love of God.
As we move into a New Year, how will God’s Love be revealed in you? How
can we cross the barriers that divide us? How can we be the light that shines
in the darkness revealing the Love of Christ? If Christmas means anything
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Sunday, January 9th
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate
our adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the
promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the
waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again
for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in
bread and wine.

Continued from Page 1

more than the beauty and pageantry of a candlelight service, it will be revealed in the way
we who celebrate it live our lives for the sake of others. Be daring in love.
Blessed Epiphany!
☩ Pastor

Mike

emic Christmas.
thought this

We
Just a reminder!

Committee reports are due in the church office by January 15th.
Thank you so much for getting these to me early!
Many thanks for all the hard work that each of you do.
ANNUAL MEETING
TO BE HELD SUNDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2022
Please plan on attending our Annual Meeting to be held immediately following the 10:00
Worship Service on February 27, 2022.
Yearbooks will be distributed and members of the Nominating Committee will be
elected.
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ARTICHOKE DIP
1 can artichoke hearts
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1 cup parmesan cheese
Dash of Beau Monde Seasoning

1/2 cup chopped parsley
1 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup green onion

Mix all. Sprinkle paprika on top. Bake at 250 degrees for 20-25 minutes.
Makes 2 1/2 cups.
Recipe by Katherine Geerken
from the 2008 What’s Cooking at
Emmanuel WELCA Cookbook

Apostle Paul quotes the Prophet Isaiah is which of his letters:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Philippians
Romans
1 Thessalonians
Answer: E, chapters 9, 10, and 15

Late For Class
A little girl, dressed in her "Sunday best" was late and running to her
Sunday school class. As she ran, she prayed, "Dear God, please don't let me
be late. Dear God, please don't let me be late." Then she fell.
She got up, dusted herself off and saw that her dress was now dirty and
had a little tear. She started running again, still praying, "Dear God, please
don't let me be late." But this time she added, "But please don't push me,
either!"
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Ministry in Action - January
January 9

January 16

January 23

January 30

Greeters

Edward Little
Doris Little

Keith Saine
Lori Saine

Susan McConnell
Phyllis Scronce

Barbara Carpenter
Dara Jarrett

Lector

David Bynum

Jennifer Little

Jennifer Huskey

Steve Lounsbury

Videographer

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Jadon Rhyne

Altar Flowers

Available

Available

Lounsbury

Available

Monthly Duties January 2022
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Councilperson

Shannon Bridges

Altar Guild

Elaine Harmon

Doris Little

Ushers

George Boyd (Captain)

David Bynum
John Cromer

Guy Rudisill
Stephen Lounsbury
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Faith5 Corner: by Pastor Mike
Baptism of Our Lord
Share:

Share your highs and lows

Read:

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Talk:

Slowly reflect on the reading. Did anything grab your attention as you
read the passage? If you are like me, you might find the question of
Jesus’ baptism intriguing. We read that John is offering a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sin, so why is Jesus being baptized?
John is baptizing with water, but the Messiah will baptize with the
Holy Spirit and with fire. Is John’s baptism a preparation for the
coming Messiah? Or might it have something to do with Luke
wanting to connect Jesus to us, to humanity. Vs. 21 reads that “when
all the people were baptized, and Jesus also had been baptized…”
Jesus is fully divine AND fully human. The verses following our text,
(vs. 23-38) relate the lineage of Jesus, ending with Adam, son of God.
Thus the identity question of the Jesus is bookended by the title Son
of God. Why might that be significant?
After Jesus was baptized the heavens were opened; when was the
previous time the heavens were opened for Jesus? Why do you think it
was important for Luke to include, “in bodily form” in referring to the
Holy Spirit descending like a dove? Is the implication that the Holy
Spirit stayed with Jesus? The voice from heaven declared Jesus: Son
and Beloved. What do those relationships mean to you? Why was
God well pleased with Jesus?

Pray:

God of belonging, you called Jesus, the “Beloved.” You have brought
us close to your heart through him and have called us your children.
Give us the heart of Christ that we might live in grace as we share your
self-giving love for the sake of the world. Amen

Bless:

“_______, you are God’s beloved”
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Shirley Barnes, George Boyd, Polly Bryant, Kathy Cromer, Laura Cromer,
Marianne Doehling, Page Doehling, Cecelia Driscoll, Max Edwards, James
Gantt, Chris Hance, Betty King, Nancy McCoy, Trudy Perkins, Jim Sain,
Michael Wright, Pat Wilhelm, Rick Norine and family (cousin of Barbara
O’Neill), Sawyer Parris, Phil McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s father) James
McIlveen (Marianne Doehling’s brother), Evelyn Cochrane (neighbor of
Susan McConnell), Terri Blake (friend of Susan Boyd), Randy Cherry
(Brother of Buzz Cherry), Nancy Skeeters (in-law of Jenny Watson), Nan
Muddle, Taylor Lawson (son of John and Tonya Lawson), John Swart (friend
of Pug Drinkwater), Barbara Stillwell (sister-in-law of Rusty Rhyne), Allen
Foreman (friend of Susan Boyd) Dinah Barkley (Susan Boyd) Butch
Richardson (father of Tonya Lawson), Tommy London (father of Tonya
Lawson), Mickey Adair (aunt of Tonya Lawson), Sherri Beam (friend of Julie
Leonhardt)

Many thanks to Andy and Cherry Deal!
The live Christmas wreathes for Emmanuel always make
the church look so festive.
This is something they do every year and we want to
thank them so much for their faithfulness and generosity.

There are still opportunities for you to place flowers in the
church in memory of or in honor of any loved ones or as a
special way of saying thank you to someone or wish
someone a Happy Birthday or Happy Anniversary.
The sign up sheet is now located in the Church Office.
Feel free to stop by Monday thru Thursday from 8 am until
1 pm.
You may also contact me by phone at 704-735-9033 or you
may e-mail me at lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com
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Epiphany—Pay Attention!
More than 2,000 years ago, a surprising and intriguing new star appeared in our galaxy. Hardly anyone
noticed, but some did. This coming Thursday, January 6, 2022, is the Feast of the Epiphany. That which
had been hidden is now revealed. The “Aha!” moment. Epiphany. Matthew’s Gospel tells us, “In the time
of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage.’”
Magi. Magicians. Zoroastrians. Astrologers. These were the ones who came from the east in search of the
newborn King of the Jews. A familiar, yet odd, story in the sense that the Christ gets the attention of nonJews from foreign lands because of signs in the stars. Really? Zodiac Jesus?

I must admit that I always cringe a bit when someone offers up a trite theological nugget like, “Well,
religious differences don’t really matter. We’re all just on different roads that lead to the same place.” I
often want to reply sarcastically, “Is that so? Then why don’t you just hop on any random road after
church and see if you wind up at home?” But then I realize that these Magi don’t understand or care much
about insider things like the covenant with Abraham, Torah, Exodus, circumcision, the Davidic dynasty,
the prophets, deliverance from exile, and the hope for Messiah that comprise Judaism, yet they still come
to worship Jesus, the “King of the Jews.” They’re clearly outsiders. Or they had been.
What they do understand is that creation itself—the heavens—has been transformed and that whoever’s
birth would call forth the star of Bethlehem’s sign must be worthy of long journeys, expensive gifts, and
awe that issues forth in worship. And then God speaks to these wise ones in a dream. A different road,
indeed, led them to the Christ and to the God whom that Christ most fully reveals! The lines of insider vs.
outsider are forever blurred, if not completely erased! For some. Others, like Herod, will go to any length
to kill even a baby who might eventually upset the status quo and threaten his hold on power.
You might (or might not) know that Bishop Eaton’s and the ELCA’s “Future Directions” reorganization is
heavily focused on reaching new people. A least a million in the next few years. They may or may not show
up in our buildings and for our programs, but we’re reaching out to them, and while we treasure all age
groups and demographics as image-of-God and redeemed-in-Christ precious children, we are unashamedly
focusing on outreach to younger people and to ethnic-specific groups whom this church (ELCA and
predecessor bodies) has miserably failed to reach. We are committed to not becoming Herod-like
preservers of institution and status quo at all costs, but seekers, followers, of Jesus.
Our purpose, our calling, as church is to make Christ known and then, with the Spirit’s help, to make
disciples who worship, learn, pray, care, give, and serve. We’ve been tiptoeing as Church, looking over our
shoulders, worrying about our self-preservation, who’s in and who’s out, long enough. It’s time to learn
again to be bold, to expand the circle, to resolve to be vessels of Christ, the light of the world, as our
primary purpose rather than being entirely consumed by polarized insider debates.
That’s really what the Epiphany is all about. Had there been any question before, this God of the Jews is
now revealed beyond any doubt to all people. Celestial bodies shine and point to Jesus who, though clearly
a Jew, brings hope and salvation to all people. Even me, in my theological snobbery. Even you. Not only
earth, but galaxies shine, dance, and point the way, if we, with the Magi, but pay attention!
Walking with you,

The Rev. Timothy M. Smith, NC Synod Bishop
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Paula Turner
Stanley Goodson
Annette Stone
Melissa Scronce
Jill Eaddy
Michael Wise
Dieter Strohhacker
Patti Hance
Marty Shuford Jr.
Daniel Rhodes
Shannon Bridges
David Byrd
Kae Wright
Alfred Yoder
Allison Zimtbaum
Shirley Barnes
John Little
Langley Little
Perry Propst
Owynn Cornwell
Carol Meadows
John Cloninger III
Marilyn Brooks
Cherie Derr

01/01
01/07
01/08
01/10
01/11
01/11
01/13
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/18
01/18
01/19
01/19
01/22
01/24
01/24
01/24
01/24
01/28
01/28
01/30
01/31
01/31

Lincoln County Covid-19 Case numbers
December 28 the state website was reporting 16,861 total cases with 131 deaths
As of January 4 - the state website is reporting 17,599 cases and 133 deaths
December 28- statewide hospitalizations - 1,992
January 4 - statewide hospitalizations - 3,008

Lincoln County Active Cases as of December 22- 322
Lincoln County Active Cases as of December 29 - 438
Newsletter Content
Contributors
Bob Lake
Ben Robinson
Pastor Mike
WELCA

A PUBLICATION OF
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
PHONE: 704-735-9033

Sunday worship, study and
fellowship opportunities
Traditional Worship Service
10:00 am in the Sanctuary

Service is live streamed on
Facebook at 10 am each Sunday
and will be posted to YouTube.

