
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Homecoming 

Celebrating 240 Years 

 

November 16, 2025 

 Emmanuel  

       Lutheran Church 
 Worshipping. Loving. Serving. 



Gathering Music 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
      

Prelude                                              Festival Prelude on Thaxted            - arr. David Howard Pettit 
               

 

 

 ☩ Gathering ☩ 

 

Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness           Stand as able. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ One God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
Amen. 
 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 

Faithful God, 
you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths.  We are stuck in sinful 
systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises.  We ignore our 
neighbors. We exploit the earth.  We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of 
your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, 
and bring us to new life.  Amen. 
 

 

Hear the good news:  God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.  Amen. 

  

Entrance hymn                                    Lift High the Cross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all.  And also with you. 



 
 

Hymn Of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayer of the day 
 

Let us pray together: 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is 
temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

☩ Word ☩ 

The First Lesson:  Micah 6:6-8 
 

 6 “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?  Shall I come before 
him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul?”  8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does Lord require 
of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 150 
 

1Hallelujah! Praise God in the | holy temple; 

praise God in the mighty | firmament. 
2Praise God for | mighty acts; 

praise God for ex- | ceeding greatness. 
3Praise God with | trumpet sound; 

praise God with | lyre and harp. 
4Praise God with tambou- | rine and dance; 

praise God with | strings and pipe. 
5Praise God with re- | sounding cymbals; 

praise God with loud | clanging cymbals. 
6Let everything | that has breath 

praise the Lord. | Hallelujah! 
 

 The Second Lesson:  Revelation 7:9-17 

  9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in 
white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have 
they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are 
they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  16 They will hunger no more and 



thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat, 17 for the Lamb at the center of the 
throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Gospel According to St. Matthew the Thirteenth Chapter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9 

  1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when 
the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 

The Gospel of the Lord: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Time 
 
 

 
 
Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Gary Dittman 
 



 
Hymn of the day                              O God, Our Help in Ages Past                                                  
Please stand     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism                                                                                           Please be seated 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of 

baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus 

Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, annointed with the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission for the life of the world. 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God do you desire to have  Jaspar baptized 

into Christ? 

Parents: We do. 

As you bring Jaspar Ray Sprinkle  to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: to live with him among God’s faithful people, bring him to the word of God and the 

holy supper, teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in his hands 

the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim 

Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice and 

peace. 

Do you promise to help Jaspar grow in Christian faith and life? 

Parents: We do. 



People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Jaspar in his new life in Christ? 

We do. 

 

Profession of Faith 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ, Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

 I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of the world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Please stand 

 

Do you believe in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 

you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood 

you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 

baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 

up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of 

baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.                                                         Please be seated 



Baptism  

Jaspar Ray Sprinkle, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the ☩  Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen.                                      

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain Jaspar with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 

both now and forever. Amen. 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven. 

Through baptism God has made this new brother a member of the priesthood we all share in Christ 

Jesus that we may proclaim his creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks 

and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

May I introduce to you the newest members of  Emmanuel Lutheran Church :  

Jaspar Ray Sprinkle 

 
 

 Prayers of Intercession  

 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need. At 
the end of each petition, the leader will say, “Hear us, O God,” with the congregation responding, 
“Your mercy is great.” 

 

☩ Meal ☩ 

Sharing the Peace 
                                                        

The peace of the Lord be with you always.            
And also with you.                                                                                                            You may be seated 

 
Offertory Anthem                                Come, Share, Rejoice                                  – Allen Pote 

 
 

We are one in the name of the Lord, 

sharing joy, sharing pain, sharing strife. 

We are one in the journey of faith as we move 

to the heartbeat and rhythm of life. 

We are one through the body of Christ, 

clasping hands as we join in the search, 

for the message and meaning in God's holy Word, 

for the purpose and task of our church. 

 



Come, share, rejoice, 

and with cheerful songs lift your voice, 

in praise and thanksgiving, for life we are living, 

to God be the glory, rejoice! 
 

With the mem'ry of those who have died, 

with our vision uniting as one, 

 may this church be a people committed to Christ, 

that his work on this earth shall be done. 

Though the evil we see overwhelms, 

though at times we seem destined to fail, 

may we firm our resolve as we conquer with love, 

 that the kingdom of God will prevail. 
 

Come, share, rejoice, 

and with cheerful songs lift your voice, 

in praise and thanksgiving, for life we are living, 

to God be the glory, rejoice! 

 
Offertory 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering Prayer 
 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 
things.  Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.  Nourish us with the abundance of 
your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise…(concluding):...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 

The Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution 
 
 
Lord's Prayer 
 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 
  

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

We believe that the sacrament of Christ’s body and blood is for all who are baptized. All those who receive 
Communion in a Christian church are welcome at this table. Each week, we offer gluten free bead. 

 
 

Communion Anthem                    Holy Emmanuel, God with Us Ever              - Paul D. Weber 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Communion Hymn                              Let Us Break Bread Together 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion Blessing                                                                                                Stand as able 

 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 
 
 



Post Communion canticle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives 
life to the world.  Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good 
gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.  
Amen. 
 
 

☩ Sending  ☩ 

 
 
 

Blessing 
 

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit 

anoint you for the work ahead.  The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and 
courageous heart 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn                   Go, My Children, with My Blessing   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 

Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                  Lift High the Cross      

          - Sue Mitchell-Wallace & John H. Head 



 

 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL  
 

       Sunday, Nov. 16    9:00 am Sunday School 

    10:00 am Worship with Hoy Communion | Homecoming 

      Covered Dish Luncheon 

       Wednesday, Nov 19   6:00 pm Handbell Choir Practice 

      7:00 pm Chancel Choir Practice 

       Thursday, Nov 20   7:00 pm AA Faith Building 

        Sunday, Nov 23    9:00 am Sunday School 

    10:00 am Worship with Holy Communion 

☩ Assisting in Worship Today ☩ 

Lector - Randy Zimtbaum 

Greeters - Kenneth and Nancy Pales, Paulette Rudisill, Dara Jarrett 

Acolyte - Mary Ellen Bridges 

Communion Assistant - Jennifer Huskey 

Crucifer -  Julie Leonhardt 

Videographer - Jennifer Little 

Councilperson of the Month - Dan James 

Altar Guild - Kelly Rudisill and Meredith Shuford 

Ushers - Steve Lounsbury (Captain), Randy Zimtbaum, Jody Rhyne, Dan James, 

Ben Robinson and Guy Rudisill 

Announcements for the Week of November 16, 2025 

Liturgical portions are printed under Augsburg Fortress Liturgy License on file. Scriptural portions are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

On November 23rd council members will be elected and the 2026 Ministry Spending Plan (budget) 

will be approved. 



 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

Established 1785 
 

staff 
Pastor Judy Lewis Drysdale 

jlewisdrysdale@gmail.com 
 
 

Director of Music Ministry | John M. Lineberger  
 music.lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com 

 
 

Parish Administrator | Shelly Caffey  

704-735-9033 (church) |  lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com 
 
  

Financial Secretary | Nancy Truitt  
 704-735-9033 | lifewithemmanuel@gmail.com  

 

 

 

    Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

             Worshipping. Loving. Serving. 

 

The flowers at the high altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of 
 

John and Tammy’s 60th Birthday 

by Buzz and Pat Cherry. 

 

 

The floral arrangement is given to the glory of God, 

and in loving memory of their mother, 

Marcia Cloninger, 

by her children. 

 

Thank you, Carol Wise, for providing the pumpkins for Consecration, 

Homecoming, and Thanksgiving. 


